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FSA BRI NGS HOVE THE BACON I N USDA FOOD DRI VE

WASHI NGTON, February 24, 1998 -- Farm Servi ce Agency (FSA) Adm nistrator
Keith Kelly today announced his agency’s victory in the 1998 USDA Food Dri ve.

Secretary of Agriculture Dan Gickman presented Kelly with a plaque
recogni zi ng the agency for its overwhel ming response to the food collection
effort. FSA collected 277,628 pounds of food, nore than twice as much as its
goal of 100,000 pounds, and nore than any other USDA agency.

“I"'mvery proud of the way FSA team nmenbers put their hearts and souls
into this effort,” said Kelly. “It’s just one nore exanple of the way our
people go the extra mle in everything.”

The Departnent-w de food drive, which ran from January 7 to February 13
was part of Secretary @ickman's Anti-Hunger and Nutrition Initiative. The
Initiative ains to increase food recovery 33 percent by the year 2000, enough
additional food to feed 450,000 people a day.

FSA's Washington, D.C, headquarters staff raised 2,176 pounds of food
by hosting a variety of creative events to collect food and cash contri butions
for the D.C. Capital Area Food Bank. Events included a | uncheon featuring
homenade veni son stroganoff and chili, another offering Louisiana red beans
and rice, and a “Fromthe Heart” pre-Valentines Day bake sale. One enpl oyee
si ngl ehandedl y col | ected 40 pounds of donated food by offering donors pieces
of her hormenade fudge.

Menbers of FSA field offices responded just as enthusiastically. Wth
the hel p of producers and agri busi nesses, the agency's field staff raised
275, 452 pounds of food for donation to food pantries, churches, honel ess
shel ters, and soup kitchens across the country.
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Among the Agency’s many outstanding efforts, Pennsylvania enpl oyees,
working with farm organi zati ons such as the Grange, Farmers Union and Farm
Bureau, collected nearly 12 tons of food for a Harrisburg shelter program the
Bet hesda M ssion. New Mexico staff and volunteers collected 100, 000 pounds of
pot at oes for 30 Navajo Nation chapters, to be used by needy famlies in New
Mexi co, Arizona, and Uah. Menbers in Kansas City collected over 20,616
pounds of food, including apples fromthe orchard of a generous farmer.

“This shows the dedication FSA enpl oyees bring to every effort,” Kelly
said. Ever since | cane to the Agency not so |long ago, |’'ve been inpressed by
their can-do spirit. | offer ny congratulations to all who helped in this
i npressive effort, and ny hearty thanks!”
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NOTE: Farm Service Agency (FSA) news rel eases and nedia advi sories are
avail able on the Wrld Wde Wb at FSA's Hone Page: http://ww. fsa. usda. gov



