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CRP Continuous Sign-Up

Farmers who work land along streams, but don’t want to place the whole field into CRP may enroll the most environmentally sensitive land in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.  Under continuous sign-up, relatively small amounts of land serving much larger areas, such as filter strips, riparian buffers and grass waterways, may be enrolled at any time.  Certain practices provide incentive payments in addition to the annual rental and maintenance payment.  Cost-sharing is also provided.

Final DCP Payments

We will issue your final 2004 Direct Payment for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) in October. If you received an advance payment, your final payment will be based on 50% of these rates.

Farm Storage Needed?

After harvest, if you find you run a little short of storage, why not look to FSA’s low interest Facility Loan Program to provide storage for next year’s crop?  We provide financing for bunk silos, hopper bins, and grain bins.  Storage structures must be for corn, wheat, barley, oats, or soybeans.  Be sure to file an application prior to starting site preparation.

Honey Loans Available

We can issue 9-month loans for honey produced and extracted in calendar year 2004. The loan rate is 60 cents a pound. Loans are eligible to be repaid at any time before maturity at the lesser of principal plus interest or the market repayment rate in effect on the date of repayment.  Eligible containers must be numbered and marked with your name, type of honey, and net weight. Pre-loan inspections are required.

County Committee Election

Nominations for the county committee election were due in the county office by the close of business Sept. 3. The next step in the election process is the mailing out of the ballots, which will begin on Nov.8.  Voters have until Dec. 6 to return their ballots to the county office. Elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2005.

Prospective Voter Requirements
If you're on the mailing list for this newsletter, the chances are you are an eligible voter. Anyone who meets the requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote.

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following:

· an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper, or 

· a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner, operator, tenant, or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided for by law, regardless of the status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

Contact the county office if you have questions about voter eligibility.

DCP Sign Up Starts Oct. 1

The DCP sign-up period for fiscal year 2005 is from Oct. 1, 2004, to June 1, 2005. The CCC-509 form, "Direct and Counter-cyclical Program Contract," includes base acres, payment acres, payment yields, producer payment shares, advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections and signatures of the producer and county office representative.

The CCC-509 must be submitted by June 1, 2005. All owners and operators who will share in the DCP payments on the farm must sign the CCC-509. Forms with signatures that are obtained after June 1, 2005, but before Sept. 30, 2005, will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-file fee of $100.

Farm producers must apply for DCP on an annual basis and can opt out of the program for any year if they so choose.

The following documents are required and applicable determinations must be made before the county committee can approve a producer’s share on the CCC-509 for payment: a farm-operating plan (CCC-502 and related forms); an average adjusted gross income certification (CCC-526); a certification of compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions (AD-1026). 

A certification of the acreage of all cropland on the farm (FSA-578) is needed before final payments can be issued.

EQIP Changes Hands

For years, the Environmental Quality Incentive Program has been jointly administered by the Farm Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Beginning Oct. 1, NRCS will take over all administrative services for EQIP.

NRCS will be the point of contact for all EQIP services—administrative and otherwise—after Sept. 30. The county office will issue earned payments through September. NRCS will issue payments beginning Oct. 1. 

EQIP participants can help us with the transition by requesting payment for all completed conservation practices as early as possible in September. 

New CRP Initiatives

The Farm Service Agency introduced two new conservation initiatives in August: the Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat Initiative and the Wetlands Restoration Initiative. 

Northern Bobwhite Quail Initiative aims to create early successional grass buffers along agricultural field borders. The initiative is limited to 250,000 acres, so enrollment is targeted to specific geographic areas in 35 states that have the greatest potential to restore bobwhite quail habitat. To be eligible, cropland must be suitably located and adaptable to the establishment of bobwhite quail. Other criteria also apply, so ask the county office staff for details.

FSA estimates the program will provide $125 million in payments to participants through 2007. Payments include signing incentives of up to $100 per acre, Practice Incentive Payments of up to 40 percent of the eligible establishment cost, cost-share assistance of up to 50 percent of eligible reimbursable costs, and annual rental payments and maintenance costs.    

Wetlands Restoration Initiative aims to restore 250,000 acres of wetlands and playa lakes that are located outside of the 100-year floodplain. Landowners in 48 contiguous states and Hawaii are eligible. Acreage for the initiative has been allocated on a state-by-state basis. FSA estimates the program will provide $200 million in payments to participants through 2007. FSA will offer participants an incentive payment equal to 25 percent of the cost of restoring the hydrology of the site, an annual rental payment and cost-share assistance of up to 50 percent of eligible practice installation costs.  

Enrollment is limited to wetlands, including playa lakes, that are beyond the 100-year floodplain. The wetlands must not be currently eligible for enrollment in either CRP continuous sign up practice CP23, Wetland Restoration, or the Farmable Wetlands Program.

Sign up begins on Oct. 1 for both initiatives, and will run continuously until 250,000 acres have been enrolled under each initiative or Dec. 31, 2007, which comes first. 

Counter-cyclical Payments Options

Prices for 2003 wheat finished higher than originally expected, and, as a result, producers who received a 2003 counter-cyclical payment for wheat will be required to repay it. Producers have two options for repaying the unearned counter-cyclical payment. 

The default option is to have any Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payment received between October 2004 and March 30, 2005, automatically reduced by the amount of the overpayment. 

The second option is to repay the amount by writing a check. If you are interested in repaying your unearned advance, please visit with the county office staff for details.

Washington County Offices Hours

Due to budget constraints, the Washington County Offices normal operating hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. You can contact the Austin County Office at 979-865-3138 Ext. 2, if you need assistance.

Appointments Are Necessary
If you are planning to stop by the FSA Office, please call first to make an appointment. By scheduling an appointment helps us better serve you and other producers in the county. Thanks.
Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Program (ELRRPP)
Acceptance of FSA-384’s will begin on October 25, 2004.  An ending date has not yet been established.  Eligible producers may file an application for benefits any time during the signup period.  Producers shall file applications for benefits in the county where the sheep and lamb operation is physically located.

To be eligible for a ewe lamb payment, the sheep and lamb operation must:

· have purchased or retained ewe lambs for breeding purposes between August 1, 2003, and July 31, 2005

· have retained the qualifying ewe lambs in the herd for at least 1 complete lambing cycle

· be engaged in the business of producing and marketing agricultural products at the time of filing the application

· not have received funds under the Lamb Meat Adjustment Assistance Program (LMAAP) for the same ewe lamb

· certify that the ewe lamb met all the qualifying characteristics at the same time during at least part of the base period according to Subparagraph 3 C, Notice LD-549

· apply for payment during the application period according to Paragraph 6, Notice LD-549.

Eligible Applicants must use FSA-384 to apply for ELRRPP benefits.  FSA-384 is available electronically from the FFAS Employee Forms Online web site and for the public at http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet
Payments are not available at this time until a decision is made as to whether available funds will need to be prorated by a national factor to reduce the expected payments to be made by the amount available.

Office Closed for Training
The Washington County FSA Office will be closed for training on November 1st through November 5th. If you need any assistance please contact the Austin County FSA Office at 979-865-3138 x. 2 or go by at 520 S. Front St in Bellville. 

Steven Pawelek, CED
Austin/Washington County
Washington County Farm Service Agency
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD).





To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, please call Steven Pawelek at 979-865-3138 Ext. 2.























The Austin County Committee is implementing a new office schedule for the Austin County FSA Office, due to recent personnel and budget cuts. Beginning September 1, 2004, the Austin County FSA Office will be closing from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm every Wednesday. This will allow us to process program paperwork as required by FSA regulations and policies and to continue to maintain program integrity. We appreciate your understanding with this matter. Remember call for an appointment!








