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FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES SIGN-UP FOR CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM
ALASKA, Aug. 10, 2004 – The State Executive Director of the Farm Service Agency, Chad Padgett, announced that sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program will begin Aug. 30 and run through Sept. 24, 2004.   President George W. Bush recently declared a general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and early re-enrollment and contract extensions for current CRP contracts.  
“The Farm Service Agency plans to fully implement President Bush’s directive to sustain the environmental benefits of the Conservation Reserve Program,” said Padgett.  
“This program helps the best stewards of the land be better stewards of the land,” explains Padgett.  CRP is the country’s largest conservation program on private lands with a current enrollment of 34.8 million acres.
In three years, 16 million acres under CRP contract will expire.  Another 6 million acres will follow in 2008, 4 million in 2009 and 2 million in 2010.  President Bush’s directive to offer early re-enrollment and extensions of existing contracts to current CRP participants demonstrates a commitment to full enrollment of up to 39.2 million acres in CRP.

CRP participants voluntarily remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production by entering into long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years.  In exchange, participants receive annual rental payments and a payment of up to 50 percent of the cost of establishing conservation practices.  The Conservation Reserve Program helps farmers to maintain a strong agricultural economy while meeting their commitments to the environment.
CRP protects fragile cropland from erosion and improves the nation’s natural resources.  By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, the program helps safeguard ground water and improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams, many of which are used for drinking water supplies.  Producers enrolled in CRP plant long-term, resource conserving vegetative covers to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.  The program has been shown to be a major contributor to more abundant wildlife populations in many parts of the country.

More detailed information on CRP and the general sign-up is available at local FSA offices and on FSA’s Web site at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crpinfo.htm.

Farm Service Agency Alaska Service Centers are in the following locations:

Palmer County Office



Homer County Office
Wasilla FSA Service Center


Homer FSA Service Center
1700 E. Bogard Rd. Suite 203


4014 Lake Street, Suite 201A
Wasilla, AK 99687




Homer, AK 99603
Phone: (907) 373-6385 



Phone: (907) 235-8176

Delta County Office




Fairbanks County Office

Delta Junction FSA Service Center

Fairbanks FSA Service Center

PO Box 582   




590 University Avenue, Suite C

Delta Junction, AK 99737



Fairbanks, AK 99709

Phone: (907) 895-4242



Phone:  (907) 479-6767 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race. Color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer


