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Alaska Commercial Salmon Fishermen Eligible for Cash/Other Benefits under Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
Signup Begins October 15th through January 13th
PALMER, AK – Chad Padgett, the State Executive Director of the Alaska Farm Service Agency announced today that sign-up for the Trade Adjustment Assistance 2003 marketing year will start on October 15th, 2004. The program has a 90 day sign-up period ending on January 13th, 2005.  Last year the Farm Service Agency paid $3.6 million dollars to Alaska’s Commercial Salmon Fishermen under the program. 
“There is potential to significantly increase the amount paid to Alaska’s Commercial Salmon Fishermen in this program year,” said Padgett.  Although the Alaska Farm Service Agency (FSA) received over 4,000 TAA applications last year, there is potential to receive almost 24,000 applications from commercial Salmon permit holders and crew members. 
“Cash benefits may not be the only thing available to applicants.  There may be other benefits that outweigh any cash payments,” said Padgett.  “In fact, some applicants may have zero cash payment but might qualify for other things such as technical assistance, job training, and educational benefits,” Said Padgett.  “Therefore, FSA is encouraging all commercial fishermen to apply regardless of a small or zero cash benefit.”
The FSA staff has been working hard to increase program participation.  “We want to make the TAA program more accessible to Alaska’s commercial salmon fishermen,” said Padgett.
During the TAA 2003 marketing year sign-up FSA staff will travel to rural communities across Alaska to bring program materials directly to as many applicants as possible.  FSA staff will be available to help applicants complete the required forms, and compile all the required income and production documentation.

Schedules and locations will be announced through local radio and newspapers.  To find out if FSA will be coming to a location near you call: 1(866) 872-3320, or your local FSA Service Center.  You can also visit the Alaska FSA web page at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak for more information

FSA Service Centers can provide more information on the application process and the supporting documents that are needed for a complete application.  All applications must be received prior to January 13th, 2005 or the application may be denied.

USDA Farm Service Agency Service Center locations:
Wasilla FSA Service Center


Homer FSA Service Center

1700 E. Bogard Rd. Suite 203


4014 Lake Street, Suite 201A

Wasilla, AK 99687




Homer, AK 99603

Phone: (907) 373-6385 



Phone: (907) 235-8176

Fax: (907) 373-1064



Fax: (907) 235-8720
Delta Junction FSA Service Center

Fairbanks FSA Service Center

PO Box 582   




590 University Avenue, Suite C

Delta Junction, AK 99737



Fairbanks, AK 99709

Phone: (907) 895-4242



Phone:  (907) 479-6767

Fax: (907) 895-5003



Fax: (907) 479-6998

#   #   #
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race. Color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer


