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USDA Provides One-Time 
Extension of Deadline to 
Update Base Acres or Yield 
History for ARC/PLC Programs 
Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to Update 
Yields and Reallocate Base Acres; Deadline 
for Choosing Between ARC and PLC also 
Remains March 31  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced 
today that a one-time extension will be provided 
to producers for the new safety-net programs 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC). The final day to update yield 
history or reallocate base acres has been 
extended one additional month, from Feb. 27, 
2015 until March 31, 2015.  The final day for farm 
owners and producers to choose ARC or PLC 
coverage also remains March 31, 2015.   

If no changes are made to yield history or base 
acres by March 31, 2015, the farm's current yield 
and base will be used.  A program choice of ARC 
or PLC coverage also must be made by March 
31, 2015, or there will be no 2014 payments for 
the farm and the farm will default to PLC 
coverage through the 2018 crop year.  

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million educational 
postcards, in English and Spanish, have been 
sent to producers, and over 4,100 training 
sessions have been conducted on the new 
safety-net programs. The online tools, available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow producers to 
explore projections on how ARC or PLC coverage 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzA5LjQyNjEzNDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMwOS40MjYxMzQwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDg2NjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/al
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzA5LjQyNjEzNDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMwOS40MjYxMzQwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDg2NjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://go.usa.gov/3czYC
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzA5LjQyNjEzNDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMwOS40MjYxMzQwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDg2NjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&http://go.usa.gov/3czrP
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzA5LjQyNjEzNDAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMwOS40MjYxMzQwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDg2NjczJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&104&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc


will affect their operation under possible future 
scenarios.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium grain rice (which includes short 
grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no 
longer a covered commodity.  

To learn more, farmers can contact their local 
Farm Service Agency county office.  To find your 
local office visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

 
Final Availability Dates for Marketing Assistance Loans & 
Loan Deficiency Payments 

• March 31, 2015 - Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Wheat, 
Sesame Seed  

• May 31, 2015 - Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower 
Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed  

 
USDA Reminds Alabama Producers of March 15 Sales 
Closing Date for Tomatoes 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) urges producers who want to purchase coverage on tomatoes through 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) to do so before the sales closing date 
of March 15, 2015.  

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields/grazing loss, 
loss of inventory or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including drought, freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes.  

In order to meet eligibility requirements for NAP, crops must be noninsurable, commercially-
produced agricultural commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk protection level of crop 
insurance is not available.  

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 2014 Farm Bill) allows producers to choose higher levels of NAP 
coverage. Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for 
crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher 
levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average 
market price. It is important to note that the higher coverage is not available on grazing crops.  

Tomatoes have a NAP application closing date of March 15, 2015, in Alabama.   

Eligible producers must file the application and pay a service fee by the March 15 deadline. 
Producers also pay a fixed premium for higher coverage. Beginning, limited resource and 
underserved producers may request a waiver of the service fee and a 50 percent premium 
reduction when the application for coverage is filed.   
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2015 Crop Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.   

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alabama: 

• November 15, 2014 - Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Onions 
• January 2, 2015 - Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2015, the crop must be 

reported within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or 
removed from the county.)  

• January 15, 2015 - Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat  
• March 15, 2015 - Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1)  
• May 15, 2015 - Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes  
• July 15, 2015 - All Other Crops 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:   

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

 
USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation 
Compliance Changes 
The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.   

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and 
signed AD-1026 certification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency 
(RMA), through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop 
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers.  

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation 
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland 
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to 
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and 
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue protection 
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and 
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other 
conservation programs implemented by NRCS.  

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this 
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their 



associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded 
of the deadline of June 1, 2015.  

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will 
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet 
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.  

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and 
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details 
outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium 
support.  Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information.  A listing of 
service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov.  

 
FSA Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which 
either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been 
provided to the county office  

• Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, 
joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities  

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.  

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program 
benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as 
specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure 
compliance.  If you intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be 
reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.    

 
 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided 
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priority funding for members of targeted underserved groups.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility, feasibility, and adequate 
security requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.  

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Selected Interest Rates for March 2015 

• 90-Day Treasury Bill--0.125%  
• Farm Operating Loans (Direct)--2.50%  
• Farm Ownership Loans (Direct)--3.50%  
• Farm Ownership Loans--1.50% (Direct Down Payment and Beginning Farmer or Rancher)  
• Emergency Loans--3.50% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)--1.750%     

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  
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