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* MAINTAINING THE QUALITY OF LOANED GRAIN 
* UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF GRAIN 
* FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 
* BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 
* LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 
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MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)  

Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans 
for eligible harvested production. A nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan 
provides financing that allows producers to store production for later 
marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse. 

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the 
eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the 
duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make 
decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to 
the commodity and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a 
commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial 
interest.  

 

MAINTAINING THE QUALITY OF LOANED 
GRAIN 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are 
overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of 
spoilage increases.  

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored 
grain as collateral should remember that they are responsible for maintaining 
the quality of the grain through the term of the loan 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored 
grain as collateral should remember that they are responsible for maintaining 
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the quality of the grain through the term of the loan 

  

 

 

UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF GRAIN 

 If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written 
authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for 
unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year 
period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan 

 

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program 
benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

·         Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office 

·         Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities  

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
* Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
* Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
* Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by 
FSA 
* Does not own a farm or ranch greater than 30 percent of the median size farm in the county 
 
Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMjMxLjI2OTU1MjUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTIzMS4yNjk1NTI1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTk2ODE3JmVtYWlsaWQ9am9hbm5lLmZvbmdAY2EudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWpvYW5uZS5mb25nQGNhLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov


gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, 
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


