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NEW FARM BILL PROVIDES PERMANENT
LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes
the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
permanent programs and provides retroactive authority to cover eligible
losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.

LFP provides compensation to eligible producers who suffered grazing
losses due to drought and fire. LIP provides compensation to livestock
producers who suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality
due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by
the Federal Government or protected by Federal law, including wolves and
avian predators.

USDA is determined to make implementing the livestock disaster
programs a top priority and plans to open program enrollment by April
15, 2014.

As USDA begins implementing the livestock disaster assistance programs,
producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster
consequences.

Many producers still have questions. USDA is in the process of interpreting
Farm Bill program regulations. Additional information will be provided once
the enrollment period is announced. In the meantime, producers can review
the LIP and LFP Fact Sheets. Thanks for your patience as USDA works
diligently to put Farm Bill programs into action to benefit the farmers and
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ranchers of rural America.

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 AND 2013
AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME
COMPLIANCE REVIEW

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and
2013 are conducted on producers who the IRS indicates may have
exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR
1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of
eligibility or ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the AGI limitation of
$500,000 of nonfarm income, $750,000 of farm income, $1 million of
conservation program benefits or the $1 million total AGI, then receivables
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer
subject to the applicable limitation. The State FSA State Office will begin
notifying producers selected for review next month. If you have any
guestions about the review process or determination, please contact the
State FSA State Office at (530) 792-5520. Producers who receive initial debt
notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA
office. Adverse determinations become administratively final if not timely
appealed and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

MICROLOAN PROGRAM

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan officer.

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program (NAP) is a federally funded program that helps producers
reduce their risk when growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock feed. These benefits
are only available for crops for which the catastrophic level of crop insurance is not available. Application for
coverage must be filed by the applicable crop’s application closing date.



Production records for all crops must be reported to FSA no later than the acreage reporting date for the crop for
the following year. FSA requires that any production reported in a loss year be verifiable according to Agency
specifications. NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days of the date the loss became apparent.

All applications for NAP payment must be signed by the subsequent crop year's acreage reporting date in order
to be considered timely. There are no late-file provisions for NAP applications for payment.

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Butte
County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. The following acreage
reporting dates are applicable for Butte County:

May 15, 2014: Grapes, Spring Oats (Planted 3/1-4/20)

June 15, 2014: Forage Seeding (the acreage reporting date applies to perennial forage crops for the year the
crop is initially seeded.)

July 15, 2014: Spring Alfalfa Seed, Spring Oats (Planted 4/21-5/31), Potatoes (In Butte County), Sugar Beets
(Planted 5/1-6/30), Wheat (Planted 3/6-5/31)

September 15, 2014: Strawberries (Planted 6/15-8/15)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

* |f the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

* |f a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must
be provided to the county office.

* If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or
“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



