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USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) 
OFFERS FARM BILL WEBSITE AND 
ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL 
PROGRAMS 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, 
was signed by President Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain 
programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit 
our Farm Bill website at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program 
overview please read, download and/or print our recently posted FSA Farm 
Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency 
Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center or visit us online at www.fsa.usda.gov 

 

USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND 
LDP REQUESTS; SETS 2014 MAL LOAN 
RATES 
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The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting requests for 
marketing assistance loans (MALs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for 
eligible 2014 commodities.   

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible 
producers beginning with harvest/shearing season and extending through a 
specific commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for 
the 2014 crop will be available to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed 
grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, 
wool, mohair and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing after 
harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their 
commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A 
producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and 
LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or 
entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain commodities for the 
following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk 
coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements.  

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, which states that a producer whose total applicable three-year average 
AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP.  

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA 
website at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s 
website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

NEW FARM BILL OFFERS INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PRODUCERS 

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available 
at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=landing 
 
The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.     

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 
 
     • Elimination of loan term limits for guaranteed operating loans. 
     • Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a 
qualifier  instead of the median farm size.  
     • Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than 
regular  Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 
percent.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=landing


     • Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership down payments from $225,000 to 
$300,000. 
     • Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 
     • Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the 
federal government. 
     • Increase of the guarantee amount on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for socially 
disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers. 
      • Microloans will not count toward loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

 

USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage and Facility Loans security requirements have been eased for loans between $50,000 
and $100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 required a promissory note and additional security, 
such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $100,000 can be secured by only a promissory note.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 

 

Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon can be fatal. It takes less than five seconds for a person 
caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and 
other moving parts can grab people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention 
children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm equipment.  Always use 
extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for 
before machinery is engaged.  

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins with putting safety first.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


