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GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT 
IMPACTED BY THE HEARTBLEED BUG 

  

 GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the heartbleed bug.  
This bug has caused major security concerns among users of cloud 
technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used 
on the Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden. 
Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the 
GovDelivery network architecture is affected by this bug.  

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com/  

 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 

 

 Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after 
Oct. 1, 2011.  
 Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  
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 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  

    *  LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought 
on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be 
located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers 
who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by 
January 30, 2015.  

  Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  

      *   LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a 
notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)  

     *    ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish 
that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP 
assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock, 
honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and 
application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of 
loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.   

 For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs. 

 

USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) OFFERS FARM BILL 
WEBSITE AND ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL 
PROGRAMS 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on 
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized 
and funded through 2018.  

 For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

 For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND LDP REQUESTS; 
SETS 2014 MAL LOAN RATES 

 The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) 
and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.  

 MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing 
season and extending through a specific commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 
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2014 crop will be available to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

 MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton.  

 The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually 
on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk 
coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL 
loan disbursements.  

  Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer 
whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP.  

  National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

  For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

ASKFSA 

 Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

 AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no 
matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and 
ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  

     *   Access our knowledge base 24/7  

     *   Receive answers to your questions faster  

     *   Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  

     *   Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated 
     
     *   Customize your account settings and view responses at any time. 

YOUTH LOANS 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing projects 
in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical 
business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.  

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

       *   Be a citizen of the United States   
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       *   Be 10 years to 20 years of age  

       *   Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

       *   Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

       *   Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above  

       *   Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing 
adequate supervision.  

  Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


