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DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR 2012 FROST
OR FREEZE FRUIT CROP LOSSES
ANNOUNCED

Enroliment Began July 22

Producers who experienced losses to bush or tree fruit crops due to frost
or freeze during the 2012 crop year may be eligible for assistance through
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The program,
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides supplemental NAP payments to
eligible producers.

Farmers who did not have access to crop insurance and are in primary
and adjacent counties that received a Secretarial disaster designation
because of frost or freeze in 2012 are eligible for NAP assistance. Losses
due to weather damage or other adverse natural occurrences may also
qualify for program assistance.

NAP enrollment began July 22, 2014. Applications must be submitted to
FSA county offices by Sept. 22, 2014.

To expedite applications, producers who experienced losses are
encouraged to collect records documenting these losses in preparation for
sign-up. Producers also are encouraged to contact their FSA county office to
schedule an appointment. Limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and
beginning producers are eligible for premium reductions and also may be
eligible for fee reductions.

Interested producers can view the 2012 NAP Coverage for Frost, Freeze or
Weather Related Fruit Losses Fact Sheet at http://go.usa.qgov/5kSQ, or visit
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a local FSA office. To find out if land is located in an eligible frost/freeze
county, visit http://go.usa.gov/53rz

USDA REMINDS FARMERS OF 2014 FARM
BILL CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE
CHANGES

Changes mandated through the 2014 Farm Bill require producers to have a
Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification
(AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop
insurance, a completed and signed AD-1026 form must be on file with the
FSA. Since many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS)
programs have this requirement, most producers should already have an
AD-1026 on file. If producers have not filed, they must do so by June 1,
2015.

When a farmer completes the AD-1026, FSA and NRCS staff will outline
any additional actions that may be required for compliance with the
provisions. The Risk Management Agency, through the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance program
that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commaodity,
disaster, and conservation programs has been linked to compliance with the
highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions. The
2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs
administered by FSA and NRCS. This includes the new price and revenue
protection programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock
Disaster Assistance programs and Marketing Assistance Loans
implemented by FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other conservation
programs.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA
Service Centers and online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule
later this year that will provide details outlining the connection of
conservation compliance with crop insurance premium support. Producers
can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information. A listing of
service center locations is available at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local/.

FILING FOR NAP LOSSES

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including
grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop
insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence
of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final
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planting date for the crop.

USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN
PROGRAM

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers. The enhanced program includes 22 new
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have
access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-
related equipment. A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and
vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance
coverage if available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to

$100,000. Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory
note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate. Now loans up to $50,000 can be
secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no

longer require additional security.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits
and vegetables. Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and
vegetables.

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

YOUTH LOANS

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated
with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with
practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance
from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing
adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms
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FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land
to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for
USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required
to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices,
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of
these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



