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Fresno County FSA News

Sign Up Underway for the 2008 DCP

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to sign up for the 2008 Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP). Fresno County FSA is currently accepting ap-
pointments for the DCP program. If you have not enrolled for 2008, please call the Fresno FSA
office to schedule your appointment.

FSA computes DCP payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm.
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market
prices. For 2008, eligible producers may request to receive an advance payment of 22 percent
of the direct payment for each commaodity associated with the farm. FSA will issue advance di-
rect payments as soon as practical after enrollment. Final direct payments will be issued after
Oct. 1, 2008. Counter-cyclical payments vary depending on market prices, and are issued only
when the effective price for a commodity is below its target price (which takes into account the di-
rect payment rate, market price and loan rate).

For all eligibility requirements or addition information, contact the Fresno office.

2005-2007 Quality Loss Crop
Disaster Signup

Signup for quality losses under the 2005- 2007 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) is underway. If
you signed up for the quantity portion of the 2005-2007 CDP and you indicated that you wished
to be considered for quality at the same time, please contact the Fresno FSA office as additional
production information is necessary to complete your application. If you suffered quality losses
on your crops in 2005-2007 and have not applied for the CDP program, please contact the
Fresno FSA office for an appointment.

The CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered losses to their 2005-2007 crops from natural
disasters and related conditions. Producers who incurred qualifying quantity or quality losses in
2005, 2006 or 2007 may receive benefits for only one of these years. However, producers may
apply for benefits for losses to multiple crops as long as the losses occurred in the same crop
year.

Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits. Produc-
ers must have suffered quality losses of at least 25 percent to be eligible for CDP Quality Loss.
Producers may receive assistance for both quantity and quality losses. However, the total quan-
tity and quality assistance, together with any crop insurance or NAP payment received for the
same crop and the value of the crop production not lost, must not exceed 95 percent of the total
value of the crop absent the disaster.

New Crop Certification Deadline

For 2008, the final crop reporting dates for spring planted crops has been extended to
August 15, 2008. Late fees will not be applied if acreage reports are filed by August 15
and all other reporting requirements are met.

Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage,
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs.
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FSA Farm Loans

The new Farm Bill provides increased lim-
its on loans through FSA’s Farm Loan
Program. The maximum loan amount au-
thorized for direct Farm Ownership (FO)
loans and direct Operating Loans (OL) has
been increased from $200,000 to
$300,000.

In the FO program, the maximum loan
term for the revised down payment pro-
gram has been extended from 15 years to
20 years. Changes in the Down Payment
Program mean the required down pay-
ment amount has been reduced from 10
percent to 5 percent and interest rates
have been reduced to as low as 1.5%
depending on the present FO interest
rate. This program allows the agency to
loan up to 45% of the purchase price with
another lender providing 50% of the fi-
nancing and the applicant contributing
5%.

FSA makes both direct and guaranteed
farm ownership and operating loans to
family-size farmers and ranchers who can-
not obtain commercial credit from a bank,
Farm Credit System institution or other
lender. FSA loans can be used to pur-
chase land, livestock, equipment, feed,
seed and supplies. The loans can also be
used to construct buildings or make farm
improvements.

If you're having trouble getting commercial
credit, check with your county office staff
about a FSA loan.

Beginning and Limited Resource
Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or
members of socially disadvantaged
groups to finance agricultural enterprises.
Under these designated farm loan pro-
grams, FSA can provide financing to eligi-
ble applicants through either direct or
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a begin-
ning farmer as a person who:

» Has operated a farm for not more that
10 years

= Will materially and substantially par-
ticipate in the operation of the farm

= Agrees to participate in a loan as-
sessment, borrower training and fi-
nancial management program
sponsored by FSA

= Does not own a farm in excess of 30
percent of the county’s average size.

Each member of an entity must meet the
eligibility requirements. Loan approval is
not guaranteed.

Additional program information, loan ap-
plications, and other materials are avail-
able at your local USDA Service Center.

NAP Certification
All crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) must be reported by
the August 15 deadline. If you have questions,
contact Nangpay Vang at the Fresno FSA of-
fice.

Prevented Planting and/or
Failed Acreage:
For 2008, County Committee may accept re-
quests for prevented planting and/or failed
acreage, if timely filed by August 15.

Payment Limitations
USDA payments and benefits are subject to
producer eligibility and limitation provisions as
defined by law. Documents and forms to de-
termine eligibility and limitation are reviewed
on an annual basis.

It is the producer’s responsibility to report
changes in the farming operation that may
affect payment eligibility and payment limi-
tation.

The following limitations apply to Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program payments for the
2008 contract year. For all covered commodi-
ties: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000
for counter-cyclical payments.

The Environmental Quality Incentive Program
has a $450,000 payment limitation.

Entities such as corporations, limited partner-
ships, trusts and estates are required to provide
names, addresses, and ID numbers of their
members. These entities should also identify
every payment under more than one entity.
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NAP Coverage — Plan for 2009
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.

NOTE: The application deadline date for
2009 NAP coverage has been extended to
Dec. 1, 2008 for those crops whose insurance
deadlines were prior to Dec. 1, 2008

Producers who already have coverage on 2008
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage
on the same crop or crops for 2009, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application
for coverage is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
Crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage
or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
471 with signatures and pay the applicable ser-
vice fee.

Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify
for benefits:

o Timely file acreage reports

e Provide proof of harvested production
using acceptable methods, such as
packing house receipts, farmers mar-
ket sales reports, etc.

e Notifying FSA within 15 days of
damaging weather event, or within 15
days of the crop damage becoming
apparent.

e Notifying FSA prior to completion of
harvest for all hand harvested crops.

Reasonable Accommodations

Reasonable accommodations will be made,
upon request, for individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment or hearing impairment. If
special accommodations are required, please
call the Farm Service Agency county office
staff, and we will be happy to make any ar-
rangements that are necessary.

Buy-In Waiver for Supplemental
2008 Disaster Assistance

Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for

the new disaster assistance programs by pay-
ing a fee as required by the Food, Conserva-
tion and Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act).

Ordinarily producers who wish to participate
in the new disaster programs would need crop
insurance or non-insured crop disaster assis-
tance (NAP) coverage on all crops on all
farms in all counties in which they have an in-
terest. Since the 2008 Act was enacted after
the application periods had closed for those
programs, producers who did not have insur-
ance coverage could not comply with this re-
quirement in order to be eligible. However,
the 2008 Act authorizes a waiver that allows
producers to pay a fee, called a "buy-in" fee,
to be eligible for the new disaster assistance
programs.

The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16,
2008, 90 days after the date of enactment, as
required by the 2008 Act. Payment of the ap-
plicable fees will allow the producer to be eli-
gible for financial assistance under the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE), Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), and other disaster assistance programs.
Those who miss this opportunity will not be
eligible for 2008 disaster assistance. Producers
are also reminded that the payment of the ap-
plicable buy-in fee does not provide the pro-
ducer crop insurance or NAP coverage; it only
affords eligibility for the 2008 disaster pro-
grams.

The buy-in fee for 2008 eligibility is $100 per
crop, but not more than $300 per producer per
county, or $900 total per producer for all
counties less any previously paid fees for
CAT and/or NAP. Contact Fresno FSA for
details or to pay applicable fees.
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New Farm Bill - Deadlines for California Producers

. Sign-up Deadline:
2008 Crop and CRP Acreage Reporting A'ESUL;F: 1595{12{:3:
2008 Disaster Assistance “Buy-In” Fee Buy-InDeadline:
For 2008 Crops, producers must submit a “buy-in” fee September 16, 2008
to assure disaster program eligibility.
2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Sign-up Deadline:
Payment Program (DCP) September 30, 2008
2009 NAP Applications Sign-up Deadline:
Extended deadline for crops with NAP deadlines December 1, 2008
prior to December 1.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




