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2013 County Committee Elections

The election of agricultural producers to the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county committees is important to all farmers and ranchers. Itis crucial that
every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA
operations. The intent is to have the COC reflect the diversity of producers
and represent all constituents. This means that minorities, women or lower
income producers need to be on the committee to speak for
underrepresented groups.

County Committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in Local
Administrative Area 2 (LAA-2) on Nov. 4, 2013. LAA-2 covers farms and
ranches located west of State Highway 99 and east of the Fresno

Slough. The candidates for this year are: Will Scott Jr., Richard Carstens,
Shavinder Brar and Earl O. Boyajian. The last day to return completed
ballots to the Fresno FSA office is Dec. 2, 2013.

NAP Loss Filing and Application
Deadlines
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and

prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an interest
in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including


http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/8b8e1e
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

Carl Buxman grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576

Advisors: (Notice of Loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence
Will Scott Jr. of the disaster or when losses become apparent.
MayThao

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed
The next scheduled County within 15 calendar days of the final crop planting date.

Committe meeting is

December 5th, 9AM at the Upcomming NAP application closing dates are:

Fresno County FSA office. Garlic - October 1

Forage crops, native pasture, honey and onions - December 1
Aspparagus, Pomegranates, Persimmons, Cherries,

County Executive Director:
y Cane Berries and Strawberries - December 15

Russ Friend

Contact the Fresno FSA Office if you have any questions about NAP.

Foreign Holders of US Ag Land

Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds any interest, other than a security interest, in agricultural
land in the United States is required by law to report the transaction no later than 90 days after the date of the
transaction. They must file Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) reports with the FSA county
office that maintains reports for the county where the land is located.

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined as any land used for farming, ranching or timber production, if
the tracts total 10 acres or more. Contact FSA for more information.

Preventing Fraud

FSA supports the Risk Management Agency in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop
Insurance Program. FSA continues to assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions
throughout the growing season. FSA will refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA.
Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office, RMA, or the Office of the Inspector General.

Succession In Interest

If you have made any changes that affect your interest in base acres since you signed your last Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report these successions-in-interest to the county committee by
Sept. 30, so that a final determination can be made on who is eligible for the program on the farm.

Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest include:
A sale of land
A change of operator or producer, including a an increase or decrease in the number of partners
A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of the farm.

A change in producer shares to reflect changes in the producer's share of the crop(s) that were originally
approved on the contract.



Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in contract termination and a loss of program benefits for all
producers involved.

FSA Emergency Loans

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides emergency loans to help producers recover from production and
physical losses due to drought, flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.

Emergency loan funds may be used to:
Restore or replace essential property;
Pay all or part of production costs associated with the disaster year;
Pay essential family living expenses;
Reorganize the farming operation; and
Refinance certain debts.

Further information, applications and closing dates for the loan programs described are available from the
Fresno County FSA loan team .

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



