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2011 FSA County Committee

Elections

The election of agricultural producers to
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers,
whether beginning or long-established, large
or small. It is crucial that every eligible pro-
ducer participate in these elections because
FSA county committees are a link between the
agricultural community and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

County Committee (COC) members are a
critical component of FSA operations. The
intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup
of the producers and to represent all constitu-
ents. This means wherever possible, minori-
ties, women or lower income producers need
to be on the committee to speak for these un-
derrepresented groups.

County committees provide local input
on commodity price support loans and pay-
ments, conservation programs, incentive, in-
demnity and disaster payments for some com-
modities, emergency programs and payment
eligibility. Committee members apply their
judgment and knowledge to make local deci-
sions and operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal rules, regulations
and laws.

Local Administrative Area 3 (West Willows)
will be holding election this year.

Election Period
e June 15, 2011
COC nomination period begins.
e Aug. 1, 2011
COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at
the local USDA Service Center
e Nov. 4, 2011
COC ballots mailed to eligible voters
e Dec. 5, 2011
Last day to return completed COC ballots to
the USDA Service Center
e Jan. 2, 2012
Newly elected COC members take office
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Who Can Hold Office
To hold office as a county committee
member, a person must meet the basic eli-
gibility criteria as follows:
e Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA
e Be eligible to vote in a county committee
election
e Reside in the LAA in which the person is
a candidate
Candidates must not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office
of county committee member, alternate or
employee

e Removed for cause from any public of-
fice or have been convicted of fraud, lar-
ceny, embezzlement or any other felony

e Dishonorably discharged from any
branch of the armed services.

For more information about county
committee elections, contact the county
office staff.

Nominations

Nominees must complete and sign
form FSA-669A available at USDA Ser-
vice Centers and online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/
fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf

Nomination forms for the 2011 elec-
tion must be postmarked or received in the
local USDA Service Center by close of
business on Aug. 1, 2011.

Agricultural producers who partici-
pate or cooperate in an FSA program may
be nominated for candidacy.

Who Can Vote

Agricultural producers of legal voting
age (18 years) may be eligible to vote if
they participate or cooperate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal vot-
ing age but supervises and conducts the
farming operations of an entire farm may
also be eligible to vote. More information
about voting eligibility
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NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Tvpe or Prin! Mominee’s FLI Name) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY F5A OFFICE

4. IMITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECENMING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED

2 ADDRESS OF NOMIMEE Is. counTy
6. LAA 7. STATE
3. HOMINEE S CERTIFICATION: & NOMINATOR™S CERTIFICATION:
I heraby agree to have my name placed on the bailot, thar Iwill serve if Jf thiz nomination iz by other tham sef the following elizible voter or
@lacred, and [ff there s a conflicr g innerest, T will resizn such positian. reprasenrathee of @ community dased organization hereby naminates the
aftre-named person fo be a condidme M the noo Couniy FE4 Commines
[ 1D weamr ro witmess the seiling af' tied vores with another nomines election for the coumy.
[ 1Do ¥oTwans to witness the settling qf fied vorer with mother nomings.
|3ul".. SIGNATURE OF HOMIMEE 30. DATE |E6.P.. SIGMATURE OF NOMIMNATOR 55. DATE
|1 check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. | (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is reguired).

| 3. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The folowing mformation is requested by the Federal Government in crder
to monitor FS5A's compliance with federal laws prehibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race. color, national
origin, religion, sex, martal status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to fumish this information, but are encouraped fo do
s0._This information will not be used in evalualing your nomination or io discriminate against you in any way.

ETHMICITY BEACE (Chosse a6 Many Diees 35 pnicghie]

D Hispanic ar Latino D Amearican Indian ar Alaska Mathve D Black ar African-American D Kale

[] motHispanic or Latina [] astan [ mative Hawatan or Other Pacme tlander ||| Female
(] write

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1 Typeor Print the nomnes's full name. The nomines must be:

A Eligible te wote in the designated County FSA Commitiee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County F5A Committee membber.
C. Willing to serve if elected.

ITEM 2 Enter the nominee’s current address.

ITEM3 The nominee must check ocne of the boxes toindicate a preference regarding the settling of fied votes.
ITEMS 3A B3B8  The nominee must sign and date.

ITEMS BA B BB The nominator must sign and date. (I the individua! is seff nominating, no signafure is required.)
ITEMS3 Completing this item s voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 2, 2010.

HOTE: The fo¥owing sialement &5 made 0 scoordmnoe with ive Privacy Acf of 7074 (& USC 6628 - as amendesgll. The soifionly for requesting te informaton idemtifed on this
forme ds Mie Food, Conservadion, snd Energy Act of 2000 jFud. L. 770-240). The inbrmafon will e wsey o obdain mominess for siscfion fo e Cowxy FSA Commiise,
The inorrmation colecksd on ths form may be oisciosed fo odter Federsd, Siade, Locs’ government apencies, Thba! sgendes, and nongovermmenial amites that fave
been autonzed access io dhe Informadion by sialwe or regointion andior &5 gesorbed in anicabls Rogfine Uses ioeniifed in the Spsfem o Reconds Mofce for Coundy
Personnel Reconds, USTAFEA-E. Providing the repoesied Inormadion 15 voludery. Howevey, fsiure jo fumnish dhe requesied informadion will resoif in a deferminabion of
InsSEATTy for nominafion for sieclion do Me Coundy FSA Commitise,

Acoorging io the Fapeneork Reguniion Ach of 1005, an agency may nof conduc? or sponsor, and & person Js nof reguwed fo respond fo, 8 colecton of inbrmaiion wnisss
¥ dispday's @ vala QA8 confrod number.  The vwaid OB condro! nomber fir Mls informadion colleciion s 06000220, The fime required' fo comgvefe this dnformaiion
colecion is estfmaled io average 10 minofes per response, Incivding the fme for reviewing skucions, sseching eo'sing dals sowces, pedhenng and mainisindsg Mie
oaly needed, and compieling and rewiewing dhe coVeo¥on of informadion. The provisions of aporopviste criming! and ol faud, privacy, and adher siafulss may be
SODNCESE io e Avormanon providged. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO VOUR COUNTY FS8 OFFICE.




NOTICE

TO HISPANIC

AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

If you believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a caims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
LO8-4429 ar visit:
wwan farmerclaims.gov

The daims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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NAP Records

Production records for individual crops
need to be filed at the FSA office to establish
an approved NAP yield. If this is your first
year in NAP, you can provide production and
acreage information from prior years to estab-
lish your yield. If you participated in NAP in
previous years, you must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your
yield up-to-date. Records submitted must be
reliable or verifiable and need to show crop
disposition. We recommend producers submit
production records as soon as harvest is com-
plete. All production records must be sub-
mitted by the subsequent crop year’s final
acreage reporting date.

NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to
report failed acreage and prevented planting
and may be completed by any producer with
an interest in the crop. Timely filing the Notice
of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUD-
ING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered
by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must
file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA
County Office within 15 days of the occur-
rence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acre-
age report and CCC-576 must be filed within
15 calendar days of the final planting date for
the crop.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group
all tracts having the same owner and the same
operator under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place,
a farm reconstitution is necessary. If multiple
owners and/or operators do not agree about
program participation and want to separate
acres by programs, for example to enter only a
segment of property into the new ACRE pro-
gram, then producers should inquire about a
reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA of-
fice.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the
process of combining or dividing farms or
tracts of land based on the farming operation.
NOTE: to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by August 1, 2011
for farms enrolled in specific programs.

AGI and the IRS

USDA has a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Internal Revenue Service to
establish an electronic information exchange
process for verifying compliance with the ad-
justed gross income (AGI) provisions for farm
programs. Written consent will be required
from each producer or payment recipient for
the tax review process. No actual tax data will
be included in the verification report that IRS
sends to FSA.

Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to
the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to
avoid interruption of program benefits. These
forms may be obtained from local FSA and
NRCS offices.

2011 DCP Signup

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) is underway
and will continue through June 1, 2011. The
Glenn County Office urges producers to call
us at 530-934-4669 to schedule an appoint-
ment to enroll your DCP contract.

USDA computes DCP payments using
base acres and payment yields established for
each farm. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statue regard-
less of market prices. For 2011, eligible pro-
ducers may request to receive advance direct
payments based on 22 percent of the direct
payment. Counter-cyclical payments are is-
sued only when the effective price for a com-
modity is below its target price. The effective
price is the higher of the national average mar-
ket price received during the 12-month mar-
keting year for each covered commodity and
the national average loan rate for a marketing
assistance loan for the covered commodity.

Acre Reporting Date

The be eligible for FSA program bene-
fits, FSA-578 is required to be filed by the fi-
nal reporting date. Final date to report
Spring Seeded crops is July 15th. You are
required to file an annual crop report for the
following programs: DCP, ACRE, Fruits and
Vegetables planted on Base Acres, Loans &
LDP’s, NAP, TAP, SURE, & LFP.
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Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have added or dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you re-
port the changes to the office as soon as possible. You need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land contract
for purchased property. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to
possible program ineligibility and penalties. Update signature authorization when changes in the operation occur.
Producers are reminded to contact the office of a change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept current
and accurate.

Selected Interest Rates for May 2011 Dates to Remember

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes
Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% June 1 ACRE Signup Ends
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.000% June 1 2011 DCP Enroliment Ends
H ()
Conservation Loan 5.000% June 15 CCC-927 & CCC-928 Due to Internal Reve-
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- 1.500% nue Service
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher ] ] )
July 15 Final Reporting for Spring Seeded Crops
Emergency 3.750%

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




