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209-722-4119 phone
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Pierre Perret
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County Committee meets Monthly

June 2008

Merced-Mariposa County News

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS

Since COC elections happen only once a year,
here is an election refresher. For election pur-
poses, counties are divided into local adminis-
trative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one
producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm
Service Agency county committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year
term is expiring. This year we will be voting in
LAA 2, the seat currently held by Lucy Nunes.

Nominations

Candidate nominations for the FSA county com-
mittee election will be accepted June 15 through
Aug. 1, 2008.

Producers who are residents in the LAA holding

the election and who participate or cooperate in
an FSA program and are of legal voting age may
be nominated to serve on the county committee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others
as candidates. Also, organizations representing
socially disadvantaged minorities and women
farmers or ranchers may also nominate candi-
dates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at
the county office or may be downloaded from
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=ne
wsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed
by the person being nominated, indicating
agreement to serve if elected. The completed
nomination form must be returned to the county
office by the close of business on Aug. 1, or
postmarked by midnight Aug. 1, 2008.

Voting

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning
Nov. 3, and must be returned to the county office
by the close of business on Dec. 1, or postmarked
by midnight Dec. 1, 2008.

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote
if they participate or cooperate in any FSA pro-

gram. A person who is not of legal voting age but
supervises and conducts the farming operations
on an entire farm can also vote.

No one can be denied the right to vote because of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or mari-
tal or family status.

Candidate Eligibility
To hold office as a county committee member, a
person must meet the basic eligibility criteria:
= Participate or cooperate in a program adminis-
tered by FSA
= Be eligible to vote in a county committee elec-
tion
= Reside in the LAA in which the person is a
candidate
= Not have been:
= Removed or disqualified from the office of
county committee member, alternate or
employee
= Removed for cause from any public
office or have been convicted of fraud,
larceny, embezzlement or any other felony
= Dishonorably discharged from any branch
of the armed services.

For additional clarification about county commit-

tee elections, contact your local county office
staff.
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July 18, 2008

Application Deadline for
Livestock Compensation and
Livestock Indemnity Programs

Livestock Compensation Program (LCP)
Livestock Operators in Merced and Mariposa

Counties who suffered losses in 2007 to native
rangeland feed due to freezing conditions and

e Third party certification for animal
deaths where no other form of proof
exists. This is a two part process: The
owner certifies there is no other proof
and an independent third party who is
aware of the animal losses certifies
their knowledge of the livestock opera-
tion and the animal losses. This third
party must sign and date a written cer-

tification statement and provide their
name, address and phone number.

drought may be eligible for benefits under the Payment
LCP per head
’ Type Weight Range
Producers will need to bring: Beef Less than 400 $ 130.08
e Leases for all cropland, rangeland and Non-adult Ibs
p > g . 400 lbs or more $ 167.20
gc())rg;tland they have an interest in for Boef Cow $244.46
o Adult Bul $317.80
e Inventory of eligible livestock by
type/kind owned as of January 6, 2007. l[\)lalry dul ILbeSS than 400 $112.78
This must be broken down by the on-adult S
tv where th  mal located 400 Ibs or more $225.55
county where the animal was locate Dairy Cow $451.10
on January 6, 2007. Adult Bull $451.10
Boars/Sows Over 450 Ibs $45.19
Sows/Boars/Bar | 151 to 450 Ibs $24.36
Payment rows/Gilts
Type Weight Range per head Lightweight Bar- | 50 to 150 Ibs $19.21
Beef, Buffalo & Non-Adult -500 $8.00 rows/Gilts
Beefalo Ibs or more Feeder Pigs Under 50 Ibs $14.07
gglllj;t Cows & $10.66 Sheep Rams $8.99
Dairy Non-Adult 500 $8.00 Ewes $8.99
Ibs or more Lambs $ 24.36
Adults 500 Ibs or $27.72 Does $17.97
more Slaughter $24.36
Sheep, Goats, All $2.67 goats/kids
Deer Chickens Layers/Roasters $1.95
Broilers/Pullets $0.55
Chicks $0.06
Turkeys Toms/Fryers/Roa $3.52
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP sters
ivestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Poults $0.29
The Livestock Indemnity Program is available Ducks Ducks $0.97
to help livestock owners who suffered animal Ducklings $0.16
losses due to an eligible weather condition. Geese Goose $442
Many local livestock operators suffered signifi- Gosling $0.93

cant animal losses due to excessive prolonged
heat in July of 2006.

Producers should bring:
e Inventory by type and kind of animals
owned as of July 1, 2006.
e Documentation to support the animal
deaths for the period July 1-September
29, 2006; tallow works pick up sheets,
landfill receipts, etc.

Payments are limited to $80,000 per person for

each program.

Call our office at (209) 722-4119 ext. 2 to make
an appointment today.




Introduce
yourself to a
member of the
Loan Staff
to see what
loan program
fits your

NEEDS!

“Farm Service Agency
the Lender of First
Opportunity”

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes direct
and guarantees loans to family farmers and
ranchers to purchase farmland and finance
agricultural production. The FSA loan programs
are designed to help family farmers who are
temporarily unable to obtain private, commercial
credit. The programs assist farmers/ranchers
who have suffered financial setbacks from
natural disasters, or who have limited resources
to establish and maintain profitable farming
operations.

Loans are available to:

v' Purchase farmland,

v' Construct or repair buildings and other

fixtures,

v' Develop farmland to promote soil and
water conservation,
Refinance debt,
Purchase livestock and farm
equipment, and
v" Annual operating expenses

AEN

DIRECT LOANS

Direct Maximum Loan Limits:
Farm Ownership (FO) $300,000
Operating (OL) $300,000

Beginning Farmer Down Payment Farm
Ownership is lesser of 40% of purchase price or
appraised value

Emergency (EM) $500,000
Youth Loans (YL) $5,000
Rural Youth Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) makes operating loans to indi-
vidual rural youths age 10 through 20 to
establish and operate income producing projects.
These projects must be of modest size and be ini-
tiated, developed, carried out by rural youths par-
ticipating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a similar
organization or with a vocational teacher or

County extension agent. The project must be an
organized and supervised program of work. It
must be planned and operated with the assis-
tance of the organization advisor, produce suffi-
cient income to repay the loan, and provide the
youth with practical business and educational
experience.

GUARANTEE LOANS

FSA Guaranteed loans are offered to those
farmers and ranchers that cannot qualify with
commercial credit on their own. Guaranteed
loans are designed to help get farmers back to
commercial credit.

Under the guaranteed loan program the
commercial lender makes and services the
loans, while FSA guarantees it against loss up to
a maximum of 90 percent in most cases. In
certain circumstances, FSA will guarantee 95
percent.

Most agriculture lenders participate in the FSA
Guaranteed Loan Program; check with your local
agriculture lender or local FSA office for a listing
of participating lenders.

Guaranteed Loan Maximum Limit:
Farm Ownership and Operating Loans Totals
$949,000

Guaranteed Lenders
and FSA
Partner to Serve
America’s Farming
Community

FSA employees will help you complete the neces-
sary application and other forms, and help you
understand what information is required, where to
find it or who to contact to get it. To find out more
about FSA loan programs, contact the county of-
fice staff.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENT APPLY
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FarmLoﬁnPrograms

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
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Check us out at

www.fsa.usda.gov

June 2008 Interest Rate

Nominate County Committee

June 15- .
Farm Operating Loans 3.125% August 1 represgntatlve for LAA 2-
Direct Westside of Merced County
July 4 Independence Day office
F:inrm Ownership Loans 4.875% uly closed
Direct August 1 Last Day to Request Farm Re-
Farm Ownership Loans 4.000% constitutions
. Final date to report acreage
Direct— Down Payment, August 16 Extended
Beginning Farmer and (Extended)
Ranchers
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Note rates change monthly

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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