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TOWN HALL MEETING !!!!!!! 
 
The Siskiyou County Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Office will be hosting a 
Town Hall meeting on September 10th 
at our office, 215 Executive Ct. in 
Yreka.  The meeting will start at 2:00 
pm. The purpose of the meeting will be 
to explain new farm bill programs, 
changes to existing USDA farm pro-
grams, loans and upcoming deadlines.  
Farm Service Agency personnel will be 
available to explain the requirements of 
new farm programs and to answer 
questions.  For more information con-
tact the USDA Farm Service Agency of-
fice. 
 
2008 DCP Signup Continues 
 
Producers have until September 30, 2008 to 
sign up for the 2008 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment Program (DCP). Producers 
can fill out their 2008 DCP contract at any 
USDA Farm Service Agency County Office.  
Sign-up can also be completed online.   You 
can choose payment options, assign crop 
shares and sign and submit contracts 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. 
FSA computes DCP payments using base 
acres and payment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regardless 
of market prices.  For 2008, eligible producers 
may request to receive an advance payment of 
22 percent of the direct payment for each 
commodity associated with the farm.  FSA 
will issue advance direct payments as soon as 
practical after enrollment.  Final direct pay-
ments will be issued after Oct. 1, 2008.  
Counter-cyclical payments vary depending on 
market prices, and are issued only when the 
effective price for a commodity is below its 
target price (which takes into account the di-
rect payment rate, market price and loan rate).  

 
 

For all eligibility requirements or addition in-
formation, contact your local office. 

Buy-In Waiver for Supplemental 
Disaster Assistance 
 
  

Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for the 
new disaster assistance programs by paying a 
fee as required by the Food, Conservation and 
Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act). 
 
Ordinarily producers who wish to participate 
in the new disaster programs would need crop 
insurance or non-insured crop disaster assis-
tance (NAP) coverage on all farms in all coun-
ties in which they have an interest. Since the 
2008 Act was enacted after the application pe-
riods had closed for those programs, producers 
who did not have insurance coverage could 
not comply with this requirement in order to 
be eligible. However, the 2008 Act authorizes 
a waiver that allows producers to pay a fee, 
called a "buy-in" fee, to be eligible for the new 
disaster assistance programs. 
 
The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16, 
2008, 90 days after the date of enactment, as 
required by the 2008 Act. Payment of the ap-
plicable fees will allow the producer to be eli-
gible for financial assistance under the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE), Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP), and other disaster assistance programs.  
Those who miss this opportunity will not be 
eligible for 2008 disaster assistance. Producers 
are also reminded that the payment of the ap-
plicable buy-in fee does not provide the pro-
ducer crop insurance or NAP coverage; it only 
affords eligibility for the 2008 disaster pro-
grams. 
The buy-in fee for 2008 eligibility is $100 per 
crop, but not more than $300 per producer per 
county, or $900 total per producer for all 
counties less any previously paid fees for CAT 
and/or NAP.  
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     NAP Coverage – Plan for 2009 
 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters 
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial 
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.   
 
NOTE: The application deadline date for 
2009 NAP coverage has been extended to 
Dec. 1, 2008 for those crops whose insurance 
deadlines were prior to Dec. 1, 2008 
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2008 
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage 
on the same crop or crops for 2009, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application 
for coverage is not required to be signed when 
applying for continuous coverage of the same 
crop or crops. 
 
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or 
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage 
or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
471 with signatures and pay the applicable ser-
vice fee. 
 

Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify 
for benefits: 
 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track 

of harvested production using acceptable 
methods. For example, bale weights or 
other means of determining quantities of 
hay are required. 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 
when a loss is apparent. 

  
For more information on NAP coverage please 
contact your nearest Farm Service Agency of-
fice. 
 
 
It is the producer’s responsibility to report 
changes in the farming operation that may af-
fect payment eligibility and payment limitation. 
The following limitations apply to Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program payments for the 
2008 contract year. For all covered commodi-
ties: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000  
 
 

Continuous CRP - CCRP 
 
Siskiyou County farmers and ranchers 
seeking to protect riparian corridors, estab-
lish windbreaks or add vegetated filter 
strips to their land may have new financial 
incentives to do so. Under recently an-
nounced changes to USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Program’s continuous signup, 
higher rental payments and special incen-
tives will result in significantly higher 
payments for participation in key areas.  
 
Using the new payments a rancher in 
Siskiyou County interested in protecting 
an eroding riparian area could receive 
technical and financial assistance to plant 
streambanks with trees and other plants, 
fence the riparian area from cattle, and 
provide alternate watering sites for the 
livestock. Combining cost share and in-
centive payments, the rancher could re-
ceive up to 90 % of the cost of 
establishing the conservation practices. 
Additionally the rancher could qualify for 
an annual rental payment of up to $64.60 
per acre for the land bordering the stream 
(up to 180 feet on each side). Finally, a 
one-time signing bonus of $100-per acre 
is also being offered. This compares with a 
former CRP payment of just $44 per acre 
per year given the same scenario.  
 
Unlike the regular CRP program, the con-
tinuous signup allows eligible landowners 
to enroll highly sensitive land in the 10-15 
year contracts without waiting for a sign-
up period or competing against other of-
fers. NRCS works with FSA and land-
owners to voluntarily install conservation 
practices on CRP land, thereby protecting 
streams and rivers, keeping sediment and 
nutrients from entering water, providing 
cleaner drinking water, enhancing recrea-
tion, and improving wildlife habitats. 
For more information on eligibility, con-
servation practices and appropriate incen-
tive and rental rates, landowners should 
contact the FSA office at (530) 842-6123. 
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Siskiyou County Eligible for USDA 
Emergency Farm Loans 

 
The Secretary of Agriculture, on July 30, 2008, 
declared a disaster designation in Shasta 
County based on damages and losses caused 
by drought. This designation makes Shasta 
County and contiguous counties, including 
Siskiyou, eligible for USDA emergency farm 
loans because of physical and production 
losses caused by drought, which occurred on 
February 10, 2008, and continuing. 
 
A second disaster designation for Shasta 
County, declared July 24, 2008, also makes 
Siskiyou County eligible for emergency farm 
loans because of physical and production 
losses based on damages and losses caused 
by sub-freezing temperatures, which occurred 
on April 20, 2008 through April 28, 2008.  
 
The Shasta County declarations also make 
Modoc, Lassen, Plumas, Tehama, and Trinity 
Counties eligible for USDA emergency farm 
loans.  Farmers in all seven (7) counties have 
eight (8) months  from the declaration date to 
apply for loans to help cover part of their ac-
tual losses.    
 
The eligibility requirements include, but are 
not limited to: 

• Have suffered at least a 30 percent 
loss of normal production directly re-
lated to drought or sub-freezing tem-
peratures mentioned above, 

• Be able to repay the loan and any 
other loans, 

• Be Unable to obtain credit elsewhere, 
• Have adequate security, 
• Have multi-peril crop insurance, if 

available, and 
• Meet other eligibility criteria. 

 
All applicants must complete a certification of 
disaster losses, which reflects the exact 
date(s) nature of the designated disaster and 
how it caused the loss or damage.  Crop in-
surance field reports may be a source for 
documenting losses directly related to the 
cited cause. 
 
Applications should be filed with your FSA Ser-
vice Center at 215 Executive Court, Suite C, 
Yreka, CA, 96097.  For more information, con-
tact Katherine Lewis at (530) 842-6123. 

Youth Loan Projects 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to ru-
ral youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H 
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. 
Projects must be planned and operated with 
the help of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan and pro-
vide the youth with practical business and 
educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000. 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States 
(which includes Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands) or a le-
gal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Live in the open country or in a 

town of less than 10,000 people  
• Be unable to get a loan from other 

sources  
Conduct a modest income-producing 
 

• project in a supervised program of 
work as outlined above  

• Demonstrate capability of planning, 
managing and operating the project 
under guidance and assistance from 
a project advisor. The project su-
pervisor must recommend the pro-
ject and the loan, along with 
providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing 
and processing the application forms.  The 
FSA staff can help you with questions you 
may have about a particular program. 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

Oct. 13 Columbus Day Holiday 
Nov. 11 Veterans Day Holiday 
Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Day Holiday 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Holiday 
Continues Continuous CRP 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Siskiyou County FSA Office 
215 Executive Ct. Ste C 
Yreka, CA  96097 
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