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September 30 Deadline - Enrollment for 2016 Dairy Margin 
Protection Program 
Dairy farmers are reminded that the enrollment deadline for the Margin Protection Program for 
coverage in 2016 is Sep. 30. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
financial assistance to participating dairy operations when the margin – the difference between the 
price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer. 

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage 
levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment began July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2015, for 
coverage in 2016. Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a $100 
administrative fee each year. Producers also have the option of selecting a different coverage level 
during open enrollment each year. Margin Protection Program payments are based on an 
operation’s historical production. An operation’s historical production will increase by 2.61 percent in 
2016 if the operation participated in 2015, providing a stronger safety net. 

USDA also has an online resource available to help dairy producers decide which level of coverage 
will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The enhanced Web 
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine 
their unique operation data and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on 
price projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate future coverage based on 
data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, mobile phone, or tablet, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.  

Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions. Producers 
participating in the Livestock Gross Margin insurance program may register for the Margin 
Protection Program, but this new margin program will only begin once their livestock dairy insurance 
coverage has ended. Producers must also submit form CCC-782 for 2016, confirming their Margin 
Protection Program coverage level selection, to the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. If 
electing higher coverage for 2016, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of 
enrollment or pay a minimum of 25 percent of the premium by Feb. 1, 2016.   
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participate in FSA programs 
should contact the County 
Executive Director in the 
FSA Office in your area or 
Federal Relay Service at 1-
800-877-8339. Alternatively, 
you may also contact 
Colorado FSA Civil Rights 
Coordinator Patti Finke at 
(720) 544-2889 or 
patti.finke@co.usda.gov 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy for more information, or stop by a 
local FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

  

 

 

September 30 Deadline - USDA Enrollment Period for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Safety-Net Programs Ends 
Eligible producers are reminded that enrollment in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
for 2014 and 2015 ends Sept. 30, 2015.  

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger financial protections for agricultural producers when market forces 
cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76 million farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million 
producers had enrolled to receive direct payments (the program replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means 
more farms have elected ARC or PLC than previously enrolled under previously administered programs.  

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long 
grain rice farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of medium grain rice farms elected PLC.  For data about other crops 
and state-by-state program election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

Covered commodities under ARC and PLC include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and 
sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 

For more information please contact your local FSA office http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

September 30 Deadline for 2016 Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
benefits. 
Producers are reminded to apply for 2016 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) benefits by September 30, 2015. 
The September 30, 2015 deadline includes: barley and wheat. 

In addition, the deadline to obtain NAP coverage on apples, appricots, cherries, grapes, hops, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums 
and prunes is November 20, 2015. 

Eligible producers can apply for 2016 NAP coverage at their local FSA Office using form CCC-471, Application for Coverage. The 
service fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a 
total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interest in multiple counties. Producers interested in buy-up coverage must pay a 
premium, in addition to the service fee. The maximum premium will be $6,563. 

Producer meeting the definition of a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher, beginning farmer or rancher or limited resource farmer 
or rancher will have service fees waived. Producers meeting this definition that choose to purchase buy-up coverage will also have 
service fees waived and the premium will be capped at $3,282. 

 

Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with 
an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the 
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  
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Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of 
the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. 
Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for the 
crop. 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Fall 
Crop Sales Deadlines 
 Disaster Assistance is Available for Crops that are Ineligible for Federal Insurance 

Farm Service Agency today encouraged producers to examine the available U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the 
sales deadline for fall crops. 

Deadlines are quickly approaching to purchase coverage for fall-seeded crops. Producers are reminded that crops not covered by 
insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include 
higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, 
as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses 
from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including forage and grazing 
crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap 
that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of 
protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the 
average market price, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA 
Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA 
Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the 
USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) 
 The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance to 
eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, 
such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased 
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of 
an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased 
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible 
weather event or loss condition, including Colony Colapse Disorder (CCD), and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015 must file: 
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 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November 1, 2015 

 An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments 
(LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.  

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the original loan rate, be allowed to 
transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a 
paid for measurement service when moving or commingling loan collateral.  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, 
peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without 
having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but 
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for 
sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2015 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.  

Before MAL repayments and LDP disbursements can be made, producers must meet the requirements of actively engaged in 
farming, cash rent tenant and member contribution.  

Additionally, form CCC-902 and CCC-901 must be submitted for the 2014 crop year, if applicable, with a county committee 
determination and updated subsidiary files.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local FSA Office before losing 
beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment is requested. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain 
commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan 
gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose total applicable 
three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 (AGI 
Certification) on file to earn a market gain of LDP. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s website 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton Transition Assistance Program 
(CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers 
who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to 
sound agricultural practices.  If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled 
in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year. 
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Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting 
criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can 
guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership 
and operating purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop farmland to promote soil 
and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and 
other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,392,000. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, 
collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership 
loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 

 

Important FSA Dates to Remember 

 Sept. 30- Last Day of the Registration/Coverage Election Period for 2016 MPP-Dairy Program  

 Sept. 30- 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Barley and Wheat  

 Sept. 30- 2014 and 2015 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Enrollment Deadline 

 Sept. 30- Deadline for 2014 Certification of Benchmark and Actual Year Yields for ARC-IC Farms 

 Sept. 30- Last Day of the Registration/Coverage Election Period for 2016 MPP-Dairy Program 

 Nov. 2- 2015 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) Application for 
Payment Deadline 

 Nov. 9- County Committee Election Ballots will be Mailed to Eligible Voters 

 Nov. 12- All Hay Bales Must be Removed from CRP 

 Nov. 16- 2016 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture, Rangeland & Forage (PRF) including 
Native Grass, Fall Wheat and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

 Nov. 16- Deadline for 2015 NAP Production Reports for Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage, Mixed Forage Crops, 
Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat and Garlic 

 Nov. 20 - 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Grapes, Hops, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, 
Plums and Prunes 

 Dec. 1- 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Honey, Alfalfa, Mixed Forage and Grass 

 Dec. 1 - Feb. 26, 2016 - CRP General signup  

 Dec. 7- Last Day to Return Voted County Committee Election Ballots to FSA at the Local USDA Service Center 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 
(Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


