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USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program 
Deadline 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for 
the Dairy Margin Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been extended 
until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, provides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin – 
the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their 
dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via computer, 
smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election 
for 2016 and pay the $100 administration fee. Although any unpaid premium 
balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the enrollment deadline to remain 
eligible for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not due 
until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with milk marketing companies 
to remit premiums on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA 
county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to 
a sequester order required by Congress and issued pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.  Should a payment 
reduction be necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the required amount. 
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Incentives for Working Grass, Range and Pasture Lands  
Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers could apply for financial assistance to help conserve working grasslands, rangeland 
and pastureland while maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands. 

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally funded program that for 30 years has 
assisted agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve 
water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. CRP has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more than 
8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to cropland by 95 and 85 percent 
respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road.  

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-conserving covers with annual rental 
payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. Cost-share assistance also is available for up to 50 percent of the 
covers and other practices, such as cross fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators 
or other wildlife. Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or harvest for seed production, 
conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences. 

With the publication of the CRP regulation today, the Farm Service Agency will accept applications on an ongoing basis 
beginning Sept. 1, 2015, with those applications scored against published ranking criteria, and approved based on the 
competiveness of the offer. The ranking period will occur at least once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior to its 
start.  The end of the first ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.  

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands or SAFE, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or consult with the local Farm 
Service Agency county office.  To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.   To learn more 
about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.  

 

2016 Acreage Reporting of PRF and Perennial Forage (grass intended for 
grazing or hay) 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA Office to file 
an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline for PRF/Perennial Forage. Programs that require certification of 
PRF and/or Perennial Forage include the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) and the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage Program (PLC). 

Perennial Forage includes but is not limited to grass, alfalfa, birdsfoot trefoil, clover and mixed forage intended for hay or 
grazing. PRF includes acreage insured as PRF with crop insurance. 

The acreage reporting deadline for PRF/Perennial Forage is November 16, 2015.  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting date:   

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after planting is complete. 

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
county office. 

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing” or “seed,” 
then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

NAP policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 
15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

 

Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 small grain yield surveys and will 
contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys.  If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 
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yield survey, we encourage your participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and commodity programs. Under the 
2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark 
revenues and current year county revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year 
average price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO 
payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for 
the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must determine a 
county yield using RMA yield data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county 
yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal law. NASS publishes only 
aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified. All reports will be available at 
www.nass.usda.gov.  

 

Microloans 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for microloans increased from $35,000 
to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in loans using a 
simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small 
and midsized farming operations.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will enhance beginning farmers and 
ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies related to farm experience have changed so that 
other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. 
Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced education in 
an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show when applying for farm ownership loans. 
Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase real estate. 

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has increased its lending to 
targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent. 

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related information. 

 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, 
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that you may need 
to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 

ASKFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no matter where you 
are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in 
FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  
 
     *Access our knowledge base 24/7  
     *Receive answers to your questions faster  
     *Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert 
     *Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
     *Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  
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Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) to Prevent 
Fraud, Waste, and Abuse 
FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and 
will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will 
continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the 
county office staff, the RMA office, or the Office of the Inspector General.  

 

Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving 
parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is 
always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or 
maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 

Important FSA Dates to Remember 

 Nov. 2- 2015 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) Application for 
Payment Deadline 

 Nov. 9- County Committee Election Ballots will be Mailed to Eligible Voters 

 Nov. 12- All Hay Bales Must be Removed from CRP 

 Nov. 16- 2016 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture, Rangeland & Forage (PRF) 
including Native Grass, Fall Wheat and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

 Nov. 16- Deadline for 2015 NAP Production Reports for Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage, Mixed Forage 
Crops, Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat and Garlic 

 Nov. 20 - 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Grapes, Hops, Nectarines, Peaches, 
Pears, Plums and Prunes 

 Dec. 1- 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Honey, Alfalfa, Mixed Forage and Grass 

 Dec. 1 - Feb. 26, 2016 - CRP General signup  

 Dec. 7- Last Day to Return Voted County Committee Election Ballots to FSA at the Local USDA Service Center 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


