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USDA Farm Service Agency Announces
Key Dates for New 2014 Farm Bill Safety
Net Programs

USDA announced key dates for farm owners and producers to
keep in mind regarding the new 2014 Farm Bill established
programs, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC). The new programs, designed to help producers
better manage risk, usher in one of the most significant reforms
to U.S. farm programs in decades.

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and
producers need to know:

e Sept. 29, 2014 to Febh. 27, 2015: Land owners may visit
their local Farm Service Agency office to update yield
history and/or reallocate base acres.

e Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-
time election of either ARC or PLC for the 2014 through
2018 crop years.

e Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign
contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop years.

e October 2015: Payments for 2014 crop year, if needed.
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or county.

USDA leaders will visit with producers across the country to
share information and answer questions on the ARC and PLC
programs.

USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision
process, allowing farm owners and producers to enter
information about their operation and see projections that show
what ARC and/or PLC will mean for them under possible future
scenarios. The new tools are now available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. Farm owners and producers can
access the online resources from the convenience of their home
computer or mobile device at any time.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils,
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain rice),
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

Producers can contact their local FSA office for more information
or to schedule an appointment.

USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm
Bill Conservation Compliance Changes

The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to
have a Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland
Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file for farmers to be
eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance. The
Risk Management Agency (RMA), through the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for
American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most
commodity, disaster, and conservation programs has been linked
to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and
wetland conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues
the requirement that producers adhere to conservation
compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs
administered by FSA and NRCS. This includes most financial
assistance, such as, the new price and revenue protection
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock
Disaster Assistance programs, Marketing Assistance Loans, the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, and most other
programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation
Stewardship Program, and other conservation programs
implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS)
programs already have implemented this requirement, and
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therefore, most producers should already have an AD-1026 from
on file for their associated lands. If, however, an AD-1026 form
has not been filed, or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded
of the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification
form, FSA and NRCS staff will review the associated farm
records and outline any additional actions that may be required
to meet the required compliance with the conservation
compliance provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is
available at USDA Service Centers and online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that
will provide details outlining the connection of conservation
compliance with crop insurance premium support. Producers
can also contact their local USDA Service Center for
information. A listing of service center locations is available at
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local/.

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

Producers who file accurate and timely reports for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
can prevent the potential loss of FSA program benefits. Please pay close attention to the acreage
reporting dates below, as some dates have changed.

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following 2015 acreage reporting dates are applicable for lllinois:

December 15, 2014 perennial forage (with an intended use of haying or grazing),

fall seeded small grains

January 2, 2015 honey

January 15, 2015 apples, asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, cherries, necatarines,

peaches, pears, plums, strawberries

June 15, 2015 cucumbers (planted 5/1 — 5/31) in Gallatin, Lawrence, and White
Counties

July 15, 2015 cabbage (planted 3/15 — 5/31), perennial forage (with an intended use
of cover only, green manure, left standing, or seed) and all other crops

August 15, 2015 cabbage (planted 6/1 — 7/20)

September 15, 2015 cucumbers (planted 6/1 — 8/15) in Gallatin, Lawrence, and White
Counties

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
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reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.

Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15, 2014.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the your local
County FSA office.

NAP Application Closing Dates

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) applications are due at different times,
depending on the crop being insured.

November 20, 2014 is the 2015 NAP application closing date for bi-annual and perennial crops,
such as apples, asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, cherries, grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears,
plums, rhubarb, and strawberries.

December 1, 2014 is the 2015 NAP application closing date for honey

March 15, 2015 is the 2015 NAP application closing date for spring and summer planted NAP
crops

May 1, 2015 is the 2016 NAP application closing date for nursery crops

Producers should apply for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage using
form CCC-471 (Application for Coverage). Related service fees are due when the application is
filed. The application and service fee MUST be filed by the crop sales closing date. Contact your
local FSA office for the filing dates for your crops.

USDA Farm Service Agency Reminds Producers: Farm Bill
Allows Early Termination for Certain CRP Contracts

The Farm Service Agency reminds producers with acres under contract through the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) that they can apply for early contract termination, as required by the 2014
Farm Bill. The deadline to request early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.

This is a unique opportunity to request early termination afforded by the 2014 Farm Bill. The earliest
effective date for this early termination is October 1, 2014. The requesting CRP contract must have
been in effect for at least five years and additional eligibility conditions must be met to qualify. The
2014 Farm Bill identifies a list of 10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the early



termination provisions. For a complete list of these exceptions, please view the program fact sheet
online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt out fact sht.pdf

Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the decision
may not be reversed and the terminated contract will not be reinstated. Once the land is no longer
considered under the CRP contract all participants must meet HEL/WC and other conservation
compliance provisions for all associated lands.

For more information or to verify eligibility for early termination (opt-out) for existing CRP contracts,
please contact your local FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

USDA Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections
began November 3, 2014

USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to make their voices heard by voting in the upcoming
Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee elections. Beginning Monday, Nov. 3, 2014, USDA
will mail ballots for the 2014 elections to eligible producers across the country. Producers must
return ballots to their local FSA offices by the Dec. 1, 2014, deadline to ensure that their vote is
counted.

Eligible voters who do not receive ballots in the coming week may pick one up at their local USDA
Service Center or FSA office. The deadline to submit ballots is Dec. 1, 2014. Ballots returned by
mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 1, 2014. Newly elected committee members and their
alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2015.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2014 fact sheet and brochures, can be
found on the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. You may also contact your local USDA
Service Center or FSA office. Visit http://go.usa.gov/pYV3 to find an FSA office near you.

USDA Expands Access to Credit to Help More Beginning and
Family Farmers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced improvements to farm loan programs by
expanding eligibility and increasing lending limits to help more beginning and family farmers. As part
of this effort, USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to
$50,000; simplify the lending processes; updating required “farming experience” to include other
valuable experiences; and expanding eligible business entities to reflect changes in the way family
farms are owned and operated. The changes become effective Nov. 7.

The microloan changes will allow beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA's continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

In addition to farm related experience, other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct
farming experience required for farm loan eligibility such as operation or management of a non-farm
business, leadership positions while serving in the military, or advanced education in an agricultural
field. Also, individuals who own farmland under a different legal entity operating the farm now may
be eligible for loans administered by USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers will have an
opportunity to share suggestions on the microloan process, and the definitions of farming
experience and business structures through Dec. 8, 2014, the public open comment period.
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FSA is also publishing a Federal Register notice to solicit ideas from the public for pilot projects to
help increase the efficiency and effectiveness of farm loan programs. Comments and ideas
regarding potential pilot projects will be accepted through Nov. 7, 2014.

For more information on farm loans, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local county
FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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