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Kansas Farm Service 2015 Acreage Reporting Dates

Agency State Office In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all

3600 Anderson Avenue producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an
Manhattan, KS 66503 accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please

contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific deadlines.
State Committee:

Timothy Peterson The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
Nicholas Bowser

Louise Ehmke e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage
Sharon Karr reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
Mark Treaster than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the

State Executive Director: applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must

Adrian J. Polansky be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase
) . or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be

Executive Officer: provided to the county office.

Jack Salava

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,”

Division Chiefs: then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.
Terry Hawk

Rod Winkler

Robert White Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy

holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar

Please contact your local FSA days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Office for questions specific to

our operation or county. : . e
y P y For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports,

please contact your local FSA office.

Dairy Indemnity Payment Program

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP)
through September 30, 2018. DIPP provides payments to dairy producers and manufacturers of
dairy products when they are directed to remove their raw milk or products from the market because
of contamination.
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USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation
Compliance Change

The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and
signed AD-1026 certification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency
(RMA), through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue protection
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other
conservation programs implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their
associated lands. If an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded
of the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details
outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium

support. Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information. A listing of
service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent. For hand harvested crops, producers must notify the COF within 72 hours of the disaster
event via phone, e-mail, fax, or office visit, in addition to the standard formal written notification
(CCC-576) within 15 calendar days of the loss being apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice
Planting Rules

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits,
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that

year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s
Commodity Credit Corporation.

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton
Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to
sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to
terminate the contract for the program year.

A list of noxious weeds can be found on the following website:
http://plants.usda.gov/java/noxiousDriver.
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Microloans

Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Microloan program allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to
access a $50,000 loan using a simplified application process with up to seven years to
repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming

operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements are
enhancing beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers.
FSA policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be
considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility.
Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military
or advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need
to show when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to
purchase real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Maintaining the Quality of Loaned Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term
of the loan.

Dates to Remember

06/01/2015 Final Date to Request MALs and LDPs for 2014 Crop Corn, Cotton, Soybeans and
Other Oilseeds, Rice, Grain Sorghum and Pulse Crops

06/01/2015 Registration Period for MPP-Dairy Coverage Year 2016 Begins

07/15/2015 Final Acreage Reporting Deadline for Spring-seeded Crops

09/30/2015 Registration Period for MPP-Dairy Coverage Year 2016 Ends

Selected Interest Rates for May 2015

Direct Farm Operating Loans - 2.50%

Direct Farm Ownership Loans - 3.625%

Direct Farm Ownership Loans — Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%
Direct Farm Ownership Loans — Joint Financing - 2.50%

Emergency Loans - 3.50%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 1.75%

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.25%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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