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FSA’'s New Customer Self-
Service Portal

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to
provide individual farmers and ranchers with
remote access to their personal farm information
using their home computers. Farmers and
ranchers can now view, print or export their
personal farm data all without visiting an FSA
county office.

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you
with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation
Reserve Program data, other conservation
program acreage, Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation status
information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name
and address details, contact information and
membership interest and shares in the operation.
This data will be available in real time, at no cost
to the producer and allow operators and owners
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to export and print farm records, including maps.
Producers also can electronically share their data
with a crop insurance agent from their own
personal computer.

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2
eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information
is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov,
completing the required information and then
visiting your local FSA office to finalize access.

Producers Urged to Consider Risk Protection Coverage
Before 2017 Crop Sales Deadlines

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan
applicants

Producers should review available USDA crop risk protection options, including federal crop
insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before policy
purchase deadlines arrive. The following crops have a NAP application deadline of September 1,
2016:

Fall Seeded Small Grains for Grazing and Forage
Canola

Rye

Triticale

Turfgrass Sod

Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable
crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop
growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. In addition to free
basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 percent
discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to
protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in
those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage are American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
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fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional
NAP coverage.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center.

ARC-PLC Acreage Maintenance Reminder

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) must protect
all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds.
Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively
control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to
take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC,
the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

Marketing Assistance Available for 2016 Wheat, Other Crops

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for
wheat, as well as other commodities such as feed grains, soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops,
rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.

To be eligible for an MAL or an LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the
commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity
from the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA
County Office.

In Kansas, wheat prices have recently dropped to levels that make LDPs applicable, so producers
should become familiar with the process to access this assistance. County LDP rates change daily
and can be checked at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/ldp-
rates/index.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) routinely provides agricultural producers with marketing
assistance loans that provide interim cash flow without having to sell the commodities when market
prices are at harvest time lows. The loans allow the producer to store and delay the sale of the
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commodity until more favorable market conditions emerge, while also providing for a more orderly
marketing of commodities throughout the marketing year.

These loans are considered “nonrecourse” because the loan can be redeemed by delivering the
commodity pledged as collateral to the government as full payment for the loan upon maturity.
Commaodity certificates are available to loan holders having outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at
the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.
Commaodities currently eligible are wheat and cotton.

Producers should contact their county offices to take advantage of these marketing assistance
tools, or find more information at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-

support/Index.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.
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Recent Changes to Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Storage
Facility Loans (FSFL)

The FSFL Program provides low-cost financing for producers to build or upgrade on-farm storage
handling facilities, and storage and handling trucks. Recent changes to the program will now
include loans for storage and handling equipment (portable or permanently affixed, new or used),
new or used storage and handling trucks that may be equipped with a variety of mechanical
refrigeration systems. Refrigeration systems allow the producer to store, handle, and move eligible
commodities from the producer’s farm location to market or storage.

Additionally, new FSFL microloans of up to $50,000 (aggregate outstanding balance) with a 5
percent down payment (other provisions apply), have been added. This microloan reduces the
application requirement by allowing the producer to self-certify their production needs.

New provisions to the program are available to producers of all eligible commodities. For more
details, eligibility, loan terms and interest rates on the FSFL program, please contact your local FSA
County Office.

USDA Announces Safety Net Assistance for Milk Producers
Due to Tightening Dairy Margins

May/June 2016 Average Margins Below $6

USDA today announced approximately $11.2 million in financial assistance to American dairy
producers enrolled in the 2016 Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). The payment rate
for May/June 2016 will be the largest since the program began in 2014. The narrowing margin
between milk prices and the cost of feed triggered the payments, as provided for by the 2014 Farm
Bill. The national average margin for the May/June 2016 two-month consecutive period is $5.76277
per hundred weight (cwt.). State specific payment amounts can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy.

Dairy producers who enrolled at the $6 through $8 margin trigger coverage level will receive
payments. MPP-Dairy payments are triggered when the national average margin (the difference
between the price of milk and the cost of feed) falls below a level of coverage selected by the dairy
producer, ranging from $4 to $8, for a specified consecutive two-month period. All final USDA
prices for milk and feed components required to determine the national average margin for
May/June 2016 were released on July 29, 2016.

Dairy producers should evaluate their enroliment options for 2017, as the enroliment period ends
Sept. 30, 2016.

To learn more about the Margin Protection Program for dairy, visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office. Producers may visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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