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From the FSA Farm Fields 

Planning Works!  

We in agriculture stick together. In Indiana, we are planners, and 
because of advanced preparation over the last several years for a 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) virus to impact our poultry 
industry, our state was ready to address the disease.  

This past month has been a tough one for the poultry owners, 
producers and growers in southwestern Indiana. A coordinated local, 
state, federal, and private partnership has been led by Dr. Bret Marsh, 
State Veterinarian, at the Indiana Board of Animal Health. All 
stakeholders have come together to unite in confronting this new strain 
of the virus; H7N8. A 10 kilometer control area was established, 
primarily in Dubois County. Then, in an abundance of caution, an 
extension of an extra 10-kilometer “surveillance zone” was put in place. 
There have been no new positive tests since January 16, but 
aggressive testing continues inside the 10-km control area and 
additional 10-km surveillance zone. All commercial poultry farms 
located in the control area and the surveillance zone have completed at 
least two rounds of negative tests. Testing will continue for several 
more weeks within the zones to ensure that no H7N8 remains in the 
area. The birds have been depopulated on the affected sites and 
decontamination, cleaning and disposal process continue at all 
locations.  

Indiana’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has been involved in this issue, 
as a planning, education and information sharing partner. Locally, the 
Dubois County FSA Office has stepped up and has been working locally 
with the poultry owners, producers and growers to make certain federal 
documents are completed in order for affected operations to be eligible 
for USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) indemnity 
payments.   

Yes, in Indiana we stick together and work together. Like you, I am a 
proud citizen of this great state and applaud the cooperative spirit that 
has taken place as this virus confronts our Hoosier agricultural 
industry.   

If you are interested in learning more about HPAI, situation updates and 
status reports are posted online at www.in.gov/boah/2390.htm.  

Thank you for all you do.  

Sincerely In Agriculture, 

Julia  
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USDA Begins 49th Enrollment Period for the Conservation 
Reserve Program 

December 2015 Marked 30th Anniversary for the Nation’s Most Successful Voluntary Conservation 
Program   

The general enrollment period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is now underway and ends 
on Feb. 26, 2016. December 2015 also marked the 30th anniversary of CRP, a federally funded program 
that assists agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, 
shrubs and trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat.  

As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in CRP. CRP also is protecting more than 
170,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 7 times. For 
an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across the U.S., visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or 
follow on Twitter at #CRPis30.  

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses 
or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on 
marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and 
cost-share assistance. At times when commodity prices are low, enrolling sensitive lands in CRP can be 
especially attractive to farmers and ranchers, as it softens the economic hardship for landowners at the 
same time that it provides ecological benefits. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. The long-
term goal of the program is to re-establish native plant species on marginal agricultural lands for the 
primary purpose of preventing soil erosion and improving water quality and related benefits of reducing 
loss of wildlife habitat.  

Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2016. Producers with expiring 
contracts or producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options 
under CRP.  

Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:  

 Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, enough soil to fill 600 million dump 
trucks; 

 Reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 
85 percent respectively; 

 Sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million 
cars off the road. 

Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored wetlands.  

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit a local FSA office or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland 
and Improve Property 

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating a 
new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be especially 
helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those 
who have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely successful, 
providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the 
country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, 
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new 
farmers.  
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Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, 
expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant 
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to utilize, 
especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to get started. 
To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Enrollment Period Underway for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage 

Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known 
as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can now visit FSA 
county offices to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016. The enrollment period will continue until 
Aug. 1, 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, producers 
must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage.  

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers 
when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities 
include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes 
short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland 
cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office.  

 

Report Livestock Losses by Jan. 30, 2016 

Visit your local FSA office by Monday, February 1, 2016 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and 
contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, 
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.   

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A notice of 
loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must 
provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:  

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation  

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:  
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 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 30, 
2016 

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

2016 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit your 
local county FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Indiana:  

January 2 
Honey 

January 15 
Apples 

June 15 
Cucumbers (Planted 5/1-5/31 in Knox County) 

July 15   
Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/15 in all counties), all other crops 

August 15   
Cucumbers (Planted 6/16-8/5 in Fulton, LaPorte, Porter, and St. Joseph Counties) 

September 15 
Cucumbers (Planted 6/1-8/15 in Knox County) 

September 30 
Value Loss and Controlled Environment Crop (for the coming program year) 

December 15 
Fall Mint, Fall-Seeded Small Grains  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left 
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  

 Cucumbers and crops for NAP coverage may have dates not included above.  Visit your local 
county office for details.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local county FSA 
office. 
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Timely Reporting Losses for NAP Assistance  

Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops.   For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers must timely report damage or loss to their 
administrative County Office.  For all low yield and value-loss crop claims, a CCC-576 Part B Notice of 
Loss must be filed within 15 calendar days of earlier of the date disaster occurs (or becomes apparent) 
or the normal harvest date.  However, all producers should be aware that deadlines to provide initial 
notice to FSA do now vary by method of harvest and crop.   

Crops that are either hand-harvested or other crops determined by FSA to deteriorate quickly and 
therefore need prompt appraisal must notify FSA within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first 
becomes apparent.  This initial notice may be by the filing of the CCC-576 Part B, e-mail, FAX, or a 
phone call.   When initial notice is by email, FAX, or phone, County Offices will provide a Receipt for 
Service with additional requirements.  A CCC-576 Notice of Loss will still be required within 15 calendar 
days of earlier of date of occurrence/appearance of damage or harvest date.  

Other crops, such as forages and grains, continue to have the 15 day requirement to file a required 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop.  This Notice of Loss must be filed within 15 calendar days of the 
earlier of date of occurrence/appearance of damage or harvest date.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 Part B must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.  

Further, to receive NAP assistance for claimed losses producers must timely file an Application for 
Payment on CCC-576 (Parts D through H) along with all required production records.  Each producer on 
the unit must file their own application for payment.  The deadline to apply for payment is 60 calendar 
days after the end of coverage for the crop year on the unit.  There are no late-file provisions for NAP 
Applications for Payment.   

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial 
penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 

Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, 
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.   

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used 
to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, 
excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and 
repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down 
payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the 
producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm 
ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.   

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  
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Guaranteed Loan Program 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of 
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating 
purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.   

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.   

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are 
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.   

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.   

 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 

USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms  

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices 
and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a permit/license) in 
Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any building owned, leased or rented by the 
Federal Government, where Federal employees are regularly present for the purpose of performing their 
official duties.  

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable Federal, 
State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or 
other destructive devices (including their individual parts or components) designed, redesigned, used, 
intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, death, or property damage. Possession of firearms 
and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outlined above is a crime punishable by fines and 
imprisonment.  

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the document 
titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee Standard: 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf. 
The lists of prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility occupants, contractors, 
and the visiting public.  

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local Farm Service 
Agency Office. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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