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County Committee 
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HOURS 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
 
 

 

 SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SURE) 
BACKGROUND 
SURE provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disaster. It is the 2008 
Farm Bill’s successor to the prior Ad Hoc 
Crop Disaster Programs also known as the 
CDP or Crop Disaster Programs. Unlike the 
prior USDA Disaster Programs, SURE is 
legislated through 2011. For SURE program 
purposes, a “farm” refers to all acreage in all 
counties that is planted or intended to be 
planted to crops that are for sale by the 
producer, and all hay crops. 
 
ELIGIBLE FARMS 
SURE payments are available to producers on 
farms that are located in a county covered 
by a qualifying natural disaster declaration 
(USDA Secretarial Declarations only) or in a 
contiguous county OR the actual production is 
less than 50% of the normal production. In 
order to receive payments, the farm must 
suffer at least a 10% eligible production loss 
on at least one crop of economic significance. 
 
ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS 
For a producer to be eligible for the SURE 
Program, all of the farming operation’s crops 
(planted or intended) that are of economic 
significance must be covered by either Federal 
Crop Insurance (CI) or FSA’s Noninsurable 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage. Coverage must also be obtained for 
other crops for which CI or NAP is available, 
such as nursery, honey, aquaculture, and 
floriculture. However, coverage for grazed 
crops is not required for SURE. 
 
Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the 
definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher do 
not have to meet the RMPR requirement. 

 SURE, continued 
PAYMENT CALCULATION 
Producers with qualifying losses are eligible to 
receive 60% of the difference between the 
SURE Disaster Program Guarantee and the 
actual Farm Revenue. 
 
DISASTER PROGRAM GUARANTEE 
The guarantee is determined by totaling the 
calculated guarantee for each crop. For insured 
crops, the guarantee is based on the level of 
coverage the producer has elected. Higher 
levels of coverage will result in higher crop 
guarantees. For NAP crops, the guarantee is 
based on a formula that includes the yield, 
acreage, and price factors. The farm’s Disaster 
Program guarantee cannot exceed 90% of the 
expected revenue for the farm. 
 
TOTAL FARM REVENUE 
Included in the Total Farm Revenue 
calculation are estimated crop value, CI 
indemnities, NAP payments, Market 
Assistance Loan proceeds, other disaster 
payments, DCP payments (15% of direct 
payments, plus all CC payments and ACRE 
payments). 
 
SURE CALCULATOR 
To assist farmers and ranchers 
in evaluating their options with 
SURE, USDA has created a SURE Calculator.
Note that to qualify for SURE, producers need 
to obtain CI or NAP on all crops in all 
counties in all states. To utilize the Calculator,
visit the FSA website (www.fsa.usda.gov). 
Under “I Want to…” in the upper right corner, 
click on “View Farm Bill Information.”  
 
SIGNUP 
No signup date has been announced yet. 
Please contact your local FSA County Office 
for more information. 
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OTHER DISASTER PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
The 2008 Farm Bill authorized several new disaster programs in addition to SURE. Contact your local FSA County Office for 
more information and to schedule an appointment to enroll.  

 Livestock Incentive Program (LIP). Signup began July 13, 2009. 
 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

Signup began September 9, 2009. 
 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP). Signup began September 9, 2009. 
 Tree Assistance Program (TAP). Signup is scheduled to begin November 2, 2009. 

 
BIOMASS CROP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) was established to offer financial assistance for producers or entities with the 
collection, storage, harvest and transportation (CHST) of eligible material for use in biomass conversion facilities.  To receive 
payment, producers and entities must deliver the material to a qualified Biomass Conversion Facility (BCF) and the biomass 
material must be listed as an eligible material. Anyone seeking information on the BCAP program, please contact your local 
FSA County Office. 
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) 
The future for a general CRP signup appears bleak. However, landowners or producers who would like to enroll in CRP may 
be eligible to enroll in CRP State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) or Continuous CRP. For further information, or to 
schedule an appointment, please contact your local FSA County Office. 
 
2009-CROP COMMODITY LOANS AVAILABLE 
Marketing assistance loans provide producers interim financing at harvest time to meet cash flow needs without having to sell 
their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. Loans mature on the last day of the ninth calendar 
month following the month in which the loan is approved. The current interest rate is 1.375% and the loan rates are as 
follows: 
 

County  Hard Red 
Wheat 

Soft Red 
Wheat 

Soft White 
Wheat 

Oats Corn Soybeans Sunflower 
Seed 

Canola 

Kalamazoo N/A $1.91/bu $2.03/bu $1.32/bu $1.87/bu $4.93/bu $7.83/cwt $8.34/cwt 
Van Buren $2.72/bu $1.91/bu $2.08/bu $1.32/bu $1.87/bu $4.94/bu $7.90/cwt $8.41/cwt 
Berrien N/A $1.95/bu $2.08/bu $1.32/bu $1.95/bu $5.02/bu $7.90/cwt $8.41/cwt 

 
WOOL & MOHAIR LOAN & LDP DEADLINE: JAN. 31, 2010 
The final date to request a loan or LDP on wool or mohair harvested in 2009 is January 31, 2010.  The market 
price has been below the loan rate (42 cents/lb for ungraded wool), so there has been a loan deficiency 
payment in effect.  
 

HAVE YOU CHANGED BANKS OR ACCOUNTS RECENTLY? 
As of January 1, 1999, all FSA payments are required to be electronically transferred into your bank account.  
In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another 
financial institution purchases your bank.  Payments can be delayed if we are not aware of changes to your 
account and routing numbers. It is important that any changes in a producer’s account such as type of account, 
bank mergers, routing number or account numbers be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible 
payment delay 
 
FRAUD LEADS TO DISQUALIFICATION 
Producers found to have committed crop insurance fraud are ineligible for a number of programs administered by FSA and 
CCC.  Any person found to have committed fraud will receive a notice and will have an opportunity for a hearing on the 
record. The person may be disqualified from receiving any benefits under a number of programs for a period of up to 5 years. 
Other sanctions may also apply. 
 
LONG-TIME VAN BUREN FSA EMPLOYEE RETIRES 
Mary Jo Hendrixson retired from the Van Buren Farm Service Agency at the end of July after 22 years of service. She will be 
sorely missed by the farmers of Van Buren County, as well as her many FSA coworkers across the state. We wish you a long, 
happy and healthy retirement, Mary Jo! 
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MAJOR CHANGES TO THE FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN (FSFL) PROGRAM! 
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 made the following major changes to the FSFL Program, effective August 
17, 2009: 
 

 adds eligible FSFL commodities including fruit and vegetable cold storage facilities, hay and renewable biomass 
 adds FSFL terms of 10 and 12 years 
 authorizes one partial disbursement 
 increases the maximum FSFL amount to $500,000 per FSFL 
 allows borrowers to increase the required down payment from 15 percent to 20 percent to negate the requirement for a 

severance agreement 
 increases the non-refundable FSFL application fee to $100 per eligible borrower. 

 
Fruits and vegetables (FAVs) have been added as eligible FSFL commodities and cold storage facilities as 
eligible structures. FAVs eligible for cold storage facilities include, but are not limited to: apples, blueberries, 
asparagus, cabbage, grapes, potatoes, watermelons, pumpkins and squash. Controlled atmosphere storage 
structures are not eligible for FSFL. 
 
Hay is defined as a grass or legume that has been cut and stored, and includes commonly used grass mixtures 

and forage legumes. Grain legumes for hay are also included, and are defined as hay where the entire plant, including the 
seeds, is harvested at maturity and used for animal feed. 
 
Renewable biomass is defined as any organic matter that is available on a renewable or recurring basis used for the production 
of energy in the form of heat, electricity, and liquid, solid or gaseous fuels. Renewable biomass includes crop residue (corn 
stover, orchard prunings, etc.), plants and trees excluding old growth timber, renewable plant materials (feed grains or other 
agricultural commodities), and vegetative waste material (wood waste and residues, food waste, yard waste). Manure from 
any source is not included. 
 
Total principal amount term options for FSFLs are as follows: 
 

 $100,000 or less the term is 7 years only 
 $100,000.01 to $250,000, the borrower can specify 7 or 10 years 
 $250,000.01 to $500,000, the borrower can specify 7, 10, or 12 years. 

 
To be eligible for FSFL, the borrower must: 

 be a producer of a facility loan commodity 
 demonstrate a need for increased storage capacity 
 show the ability to repay FSFL through the financial analysis process 
 meet all other eligibility requirements. 

 
FSFLs are approved and disbursed to a farming operation that is an eligible entity or an eligible producer at the time of 
approval. FSFL regulations allow that if any changes are made to a farming operation with an outstanding FSFL, the borrower 
must either find an eligible borrower or entity to assume FSFL, repay FSFL, or undergo new financial analysis to ensure that 
CCC’s interests are protected and that the current borrower is in a position to continue making the scheduled FSFL payments. 
 
FSFL collateral must be used for the purpose for which the storage facility was erected, constructed, assembled, or installed 
for the entire FSFL term. The intent of the FSFL Program is to provide on-farm storage to producers for storing eligible 
facility loan commodities they produce and not for any other purpose. The FSFL Program does not have the resources to 
provide financing for commercial storage facilities. Contact your local FSA County Office for more information or to 
schedule an appointment to start a Farm Storage Facility Loan application. 
 
FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
FSA makes direct and guaranteed farm ownership (FO) and operating loans (OL) to family-size farmers and ranchers who 
cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit System institution, or other lender. FSA loans can be used to 
purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed, and supplies. Our loans can also be used to construct buildings or make farm 
improvements. Van Buren County producers should contact William Hogan at 269-657-7055 and Kalamazoo County 
producers should contact Phill DeYoung at 269-781-4263 for more information. 



 4 

 
  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
VAN BUREN FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
1035 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE 
PAW PAW, MICHIGAN 49079 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
November 6 County Committee Election Ballots Mailed to Eligible Voters 
November 11 Veterans’ Day Holiday – Offices Closed 
November 20 NAP Sales Closing Date for Apricots, Asparagus, Cherries, Cranberries, Currants, Nectarines, Pears, Plums, Prunes, Raspberries, 

Rhubarb and Strawberries 
November 26 Thanksgiving Day Holiday – Offices Closed 
December 1 NAP Sales Closing Date for Honey and Maple Sap 
December 7 Last Day to Return Voted County Committee Election Ballots to the County Office 
December 9 Kalamazoo County Committee Meeting 
December 9 Berrien County Committee Meeting 
December 15 Van Buren County Committee Meeting 
December 25 Christmas Day Holiday – Offices Closed 
January 1, 2010 New Year’s Day Holiday – Offices Closed 
January 18, 2010 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Holiday – Offices Closed 
January 31, 2010 Final Date to Request 2009-Crop Wool and Mohair Loans or LDPs 
February 1, 2010 NAP Sales Closing Date for Onions 
Ongoing  SAFE Program Enrollment 
Ongoing  CRP Continuous Signup 
Ongoing  Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
eGOV CUSTOMER REGISTRATION PROCESS 

1. Access your website of interest: 
 USDA Customer Statement http://customerstatement.usda.gov 
 Electronic LDP Signup http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/eldp_default.htm 
 Electronic DCP Signup http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/edcp_default.htm  

2. Create an online user profile and apply for Level 2 access 
3. Respond to the verification email within 7 days of receipt.  
4. Visit the County Office in person and provide photo identification to the Local Registration Authority in order to receive Level 2 Activation. 
5. Access Level 2 applications within 1 hour after profile has been activated.   

 
SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are 
required, individuals should contact their local County Office in person or by phone. 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LANSING, MI 
PERMIT NO. 19 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 

require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, 

DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Have a Safe and 
Successful Harvest! 


