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Request for Pork Checkoff
Referendum

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that
it will conduct a Request for Referendum among
eligible producers and importers of hogs, pigs,
pork, and pork products to determine if they want a
referendum on the Pork Promotion, Research, and
Consumer Information Order, commonly known as
the Pork Checkoff Program. Participation is volun-
tary, and only individuals who desire a referendum
on the Pork Checkoff Program should participate.

USDA will only conduct a referendum on the order
if at least 15 percent of the total number of eligible
pork producers and importers request a referendum.
If necessary, the referendum will be conducted
within one year after the results of the Request for
Referendum are announced. If results of the Re-
quest for Referendum indicate that a referendum is
not supported, a referendum would not be con-
ducted.

The Request for Referendum on the Pork Checkoff
Program will be held Dec. 8, 2008 through Jan. 2,
2009. Producers and importers who were engaged
in pork production or in the importation of hogs,
pigs, pork, or pork products between Jan. 1, 2007,
and Dec. 31, 2007, and were at least 18 years of age
on or before Dec. 31, 2007, are eligible to partici-
pate.

For producers, the Request for Referendum will be
conducted at the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) offices where their administrative farm re-
cords are maintained. For producers not participat-
ing in FSA programs, the opportunity to participate
will be provided at the County FSA office where
the person owns or rents land. Eligible producers
may obtain form, LS-54-1: Pork Promotion, Re-
search, and Consumer Information Request for
Referendum from those offices either in person, by
mail or by facsimile. Forms may also be obtained
on the AMS website at:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/L SMarketingPrograms,
and click on, "Pork Request for Referendum Infor-
mation" link and then click on "Form LS-54-1"
link. Note, form LS-54-1 will only be available on
the AMS website between Dec. 8, 2008 through
Jan. 2, 2009.

In order to vote, form LS-54-1 and supporting
documentation, where applicable, such as a sales
receipt, veterinary bill, feed bill, copies of grower
contracts, cancelled check or proof of payment
must be returned in person, by mail, or by fac-
simile to the appropriate county FSA office by
the close of business Jan. 2, 2009. Form LS-54-1
and supporting documentation returned by mail
must be postmarked no later than midnight on
Jan. 2, 2009, and received by Jan. 9, 20009.

The Order is authorized by the Pork Promotion,
Research, and Consumer Information Act of
1985, part of the 1985 Farm Bill. The program
became effective on Sept. 5, 1986, and assess-
ments began Nov. 1, 1986. This program is de-
signed to strengthen the position of pork and pork
products in the marketplace.

For more information, contact Kenneth R. Payne,
Chief; Marketing Programs Branch, Room 2628-
S; Livestock and Seed Program, AMS, USDA,;
Stop 0251; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW;
Washington, D.C. 20250-0251; by calling (202)
720-1115; faxing (202) 720-1125; or email at:
Kenneth.Payne@usda.gov.

Turn-Around Marketing
Assistance Loan Policy

Under the 2008 Farm Bill, producers who store
commingled commodities in unlicensed or unap-
proved warehouses are not eligible to repay Mar-
keting Assistance Loans (MAL) using the
commodity certificate exchange. Producers that
deliver commaodities to unapproved/unlicensed
warehouses will lose beneficial interest in the
commaodity on the day of delivery.

Federal or State licensed warehouses, with or
without a Credit Commodity Corporation (CCC)
storage agreement, and CCC-approved ware-
houses are eligible for turn-around loans. Pro-
ducers who store commaodities in these facilities
are eligible to repay a turn-around MAL using the
commaodity exchange provision only for the 2008
and 2009 crop years. The authority to offer or
make available commodity certificate exchanges
to producers will terminate at the end of the 2009
crop year and will be unavailable for subsequent
crop years (2010-2012).



Farm Storage Facility Loans

Low interest rate loans for storage facilities are avail-
able for producers to build or remodel farm storage fa-
cilities for a variety of commodities, including wheat,
soybeans and corn.

The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans are avail-
able for the purchase and installation of eligible stor-
age facilities, permanently affixed drying or handling
equipment, or remodeling existing facilities. Eligible
facilities include new conventional-type cribs or bins
and new and remanufactured oxygen-limiting and
other upright silo-type structures.

All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured by a
promissory note and security agreement. The maxi-
mum amount that may be borrowed is 85 percent of
the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, up to
$100,000 for each borrower. A minimum down pay-
ment is also required. For details, contact the county
office staff.

Unauthorized Disposition of Loaned
Grain

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, sell-
ing or any other form of disposal without prior written
authorization from the county office staff, it is consid-
ered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties
for unauthorized dispositions are severe. Additionally,
producer could be subject to criminal prosecution under
federal law. Always call the office before any grain un-
der loan is fed or sold.

Beginning Farmers and Ranchers

FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and or
members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm
loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

= Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years;

= Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm;

= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, bor-
rower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA;
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s median farm size; and

= Also, the applicant must meet the loan eligibility
requirements of the program to which he/she is

applying.

Note: All applicants for direct farm ownership loans
must have participated in business operation of a farm
for at least three years.

To find out more about loans for Beginning Farmer and
Ranchers and more basic qualifications required, con-
tact your local FSA county office to setup an appoint-
ment with a loan approval official.

Removing CCC Loan Collateral

Producers are reminded, if you have grain under Com-
modity Credit Corporation loan it cannot be removed or
disposed of without prior county office staff authoriza-
tion or repayment. The county office staff may issue re-
lease authorizations based on a telephone or in person
request when you are ready to move the grain. A loan
violation is subject to monetary and administrative pen-
alties, such as repaying the loan at principal plus inter-
est, liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of
future farm-stored loans and loan deficiency payments.

New Payment Method

Producers will now receive all payments issued through
the FSA office from the National Finance Center.
County FSA Offices will no longer process checks (we
will only process the paperwork that triggers the check).
If you do not have direct deposit, it will take at least

5-7 days longer for you to receive your checks. Now
would be a good time to sign up for direct deposit if you
have not already done so. Please note that when obtain-
ing CCC loans your initial disbursement will take
longer.

Banking Changes?

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your
payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically
transferred into your bank account and if we are not
aware of changes to your account and routing numbers,
there could be problems. In order to make timely pay-
ments, you need to notify the office if you close your
account or if another financial institution purchases
your bank. It is important that any changes in pro-
ducer’s account such as type account, bank mergers,
routing number or account numbers, be provided to the
county office promptly to avoid possible payment de-

lay.

Joe Graham Elected to
County Committee

Congratulations to Joe Graham who was re-elected to
the County Committee for another 3-year term. We
thank you for serving!



Foreign Investors Who Hold
Agricultural Land

Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect interest
in U.S. agricultural land must report their holdings and transac-
tions to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. Failure to timely file an
accurate report can result in a penalty with fines up to 25 percent
of the fair market value of the agricultural land. Foreign persons
who are buying or selling land must report the transaction within
90 days of the date of the transaction.

Who Must Report:

= Individuals who are not U.S. citizens or citizens of the North-
ern Mariana Islands or the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands;

= Individuals who are not lawfully admitted to the U.S. for per-
manent residence or who are not paroled into the U.S. under
the Immigration and Nationality Act;

= Any organization created under laws of a foreign government
or which has located its principle place of business outside the
u.s.;

= Any U.S. organization in which a significant interest or sub-
stantial control is directly or indirectly held by foreign indi-
viduals, organizations or governments; and

= Any foreign governments.

What to Report:

= Each tract of agricultural land in the U.S., its territories, the
Northern Mariana Islands and the Trust Territories of the Pa-
cific Islands owned by persons required to report; and

= Leaseholds of 10 years or more.

USDA designated the FSA to collect the AFIDA report forms.
Individuals wanting to obtain an AFIDA report form (FSA-153)
may do so from any FSA County office. The (FSA-153) is avail-
able in both English and Spanish translations. You can also go
on-line and download the form at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/Forms/FS
A0153_010524V02.pdf.

Although interested parties may obtain a report form from any
FSA County office, the completed form must be returned to the
FSA County office where the land or programs are administered.

Foreign investors should contact your local FSA if this pertains to
you. To locate the Farm Service Agency county office, you can
look in the telephone book white pages or go on-line to:
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo and then click on the "County Offices"
link. Then click on the county where the land is located.

Minority Farm Register

The USDA Minority Farm Register is a tool to pro-
mote equal access to USDA farm programs and ser-
vices for minority farmland owners, farmers, tenants,
and other individuals with an agricultural interest.
Participants may receive information or be personally
contacted through USDA outreach efforts. USDA
programs include direct and guaranteed farm owner-
ship and operating loans, marketing loans, as well as
conservation, housing & rural business, and risk man-
agement.

Participation in the Register is voluntary. All mi-
nority persons involved in farming are encouraged to
participate. The information you provide may be
shared through the USDA Office of Outreach with
other USDA-approved outreach partners such as
community-based organizations, educational institu-
tions, and other government agencies.

If you are involved with farming and wish to be in-
cluded in the Minority Farm Register, you are invited to
visit the local county office staff and request the register
form or download the form from the FSA Website at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/ad2035_04

0729v01.pdf.

Policy for Farms with 10 acre Bases
and Less

Farms with crop acreage bases of 10 acres or less will
not be eligible to enroll in DCP. This policy was waived
for 2008 at the end of the year, but will be in effect for
2009. However, these farms can be reconstituted with
other farms if the new combination meets the definition
of a farm and meets the eligibility criteria for the farm
combination, per FSA provisions.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for
individuals with disabilities, vision or hearing impair-
ment. If accommodations are required, individuals
should contact the County Executive Director of their
local Farm Service Agency office.



Caldwell County FSA Office
23 West Main St.
Kingston, MO 64650

Dates to Remember

Request for Referendum on the

Dec. 8 Pork Checkoff Program begins.
Christmas Day Holiday. FSA
Dec. 25 Offices Closed.
Jan. 1 New Year's Day Holiday. FSA
' Offices Closed.
Elected Committee Members and
Jan. 1 .
alternates take office.
Last day to return form LS-54-1
and supporting documentation for
Jan. 2 the Request for Referendum on the
Pork Checkoff Program to the
FSA County office.
Martin Luther's Day Holiday.
Jan. 19 FSA Offices Closed.
Deadline on 2008 LDPs for wool,
Jan. 31 .
mohair and unshorn lamb pelts.
Continues Continuous SAFE program and

Conservation Reserve program.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



