NEWSLETITER

Important Deadlines Approaching Soon

District 3

Several important program sign-up deadlines are approaching as well as the annual crop
reporting requirement. Sign up for DCP and ACRE programs end on June 1. The SURE
program, which compensates for 2010 crop year losses, also has a June 1% sign up deadline.
All wheat and small grain planted acreage must be reported by July 2" and all other crops
must be reported by July 16™. Complete details on each program can be found in this
newsletter. Call your local office soon to schedule an appointment time. June is right
around the corner!
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2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up

Here are some important reminders:

Sign up ends on June 1st.

All producers planting on DCP base
acres must be identified on the
DCP/ACRE contract and receive a
proportionate share of DCP/ACRE
payment for the farm.

Changes on the farm after enrolling
June 1st in DCP/ACRE must be
reported to your local FSA office such
as:  Ownership changes, Producer
changes (Individuals and Entities) or
change in crop shares arrangements
Note: Changes cannot be made after
Sept. 30, 2012.

There are no advance payments
available in 2012. The entire 2012
payment will be paid in October.

Both DCP and ACRE participants must
sign annual contracts to receive
program benefits. All signatures of
producers who will receive a share of
DCP and ACRE payments must be on
file by the June 1, 2012, deadline.

Supplemental Revenue Assistance

SURE

The sign-up for 2010 crop losses ends
June 1, 2012, The Supplemental
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)
provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters that were incurred
in the crop year 2010. SURE is available
to eligible producers on farms in counties
with Secretarial disaster declarations,
including contiguous counties that have
incurred crop production or quality
losses, or both, and includes all crops
grown by a producer nationwide, except
grazed crops. All Missouri counties
received this designation in 2010, or were
contiguous to a designated county.

The county office will use information
from insurance companies to determine
eligibility. To be eligible, producers must
have at least one crop that suffered a 10
percent production loss. Economically-
significant crops must have been insured
either under the Federal Crop Insurance
Act (FCIA) or the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).
Contact your local office to see if you

may qualify.



COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC) NOMINATIONS

It’s that time of year again when we look for
individuals willing to serve on our local county
committees. The nomination period for the
2012 election begins June 15™. Since elections
only come around once a year, here is an
election refresher.

For election purposes, counties are divided into
local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each
LAA selects one producer to serve a three-year
term on the Farm Service Agency county
committee. Each year, an election is held in an
LAA to replace the committee member whose
three year term is expiring. In counties with
three LAAs, one seat is up for election. In
combined counties in some years, two seats
may be up for election.

Producers who are residents in the LAA
holding the election and who participate or
cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal
voting age may be nominated to serve on the
county committee. Individuals may nominate
themselves or others as candidates. Also,
organizations representing socially
disadvantaged farmers or ranchers may also
nominate candidates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available
at the county office or may be downloaded
online at www.fsa.usda.gov . To be valid, the
nomination form must be signed by the person
being nominated, indicating agreement to serve
if elected. The completed nomination form
must be returned to the county office by the
close of business on Aug. 1, or postmarked by
midnight Aug. 1, 2012.

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in
November. The last day to return voted ballots
back to your local FSA office is December 3,
2012.

Newly elected COC members will take office
on January 1, 2013.

More information on FSA’s County
Committee Election process can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

2012 COC Election

County (= [To]1o] [ WAV

Audrain 3
Clark 3
Knox 2
Lewis 2
Lincoln 3
Macon 1
Marion 1
Monroe 3
Pike 2
Ralls 3
Shelby 1

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM

It’s not too soon to be thinking about plans for
crop storage this fall. Or perhaps you could use a
place to store your hay crop this summer. The
Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program
allows producers of eligible commodities to
obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade
farm storage and handling facilities. The
maximum principal amount of a loan through
FSFL is $500,000. A minimum 15 percent down
payment is required, with CCC providing a loan
for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the
facility.

Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest
rates for each term may be different and are
based on the rate which CCC borrows from the
Treasury Department. Applications for FSFL
must be submitted to the FSA county office that
maintains the farm's records.

A FSFL must be approved before any site
preparation or construction can begin. The
commodities eligible for farm storage facility
loans include the usual feed grains, as well as
hay, renewable biomass, fruits, vegetables and
honey.
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ACREAGE CERTIFICATION

Time is nearing to certify your 2012 acreage. Filing
an accurate acreage report for all crops and land
uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety
of programs.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service
Agency programs. To streamline the crop reporting
process between the Risk Management Agency
(RMA) and FSA, several deadlines for reporting
crops have been changed.

e Fall barley, wheat and other fall seeded
grains planted in fall of 2011, report by June
30 (for 2012, reports are due by 7/2/2012 as
the 30" falls on a weekend).

e Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, CRP, all
other acreages not listed, report by July 15
(for 2012, reports are due by 7/16/2012 as the
15" falls on a weekend).

e Fall barley, wheat and other fall seeded small
grains planted in fall of 2012, report by
December 15 (for 2012, reports are due by
12/17/2012 as the 15" falls on a weekend).

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of
the disaster event and before disposition of the crop.
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15
days after the final planting date.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND
COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order
to receive payments from USDA, compliance with
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers
with HEL determined soils are reminded of tillage,
crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified
per their conservation plan. Contact should be made
to the USDA Service Center prior to conducting land
clearing or drainage projects to insure compliance,
which is recorded on form AD-1026.

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have
established an electronic information exchange
process for verifying compliance with the adjusted
gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.
Written consent is required from each producer or
payment recipient for the tax review process. No
actual tax data will be included in the report that
IRS sends to FSA.

This ensures that payments are not issued to
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits. The
limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000
nonfarm average AGI for commodity and disaster
programs; $750,000 farm average AGI for direct
payments; and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for
conservation programs.

Participants in CCC programs subject to average
AGI rules must submit form CCC-931- “Average
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information” to your
local county office by June 15 to avoid interruption
of program benefits. These forms may be obtained
at your USDA Service Center or online at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServi
ces/eForms/CCC931.PDF.

Dates to Remember

May 28 Memorial Day holiday. FSA offices
closed.

May 31 Final date to obtain a loan or LDP on
feed grains, upland cotton, soybeans
& minor oilseeds.

June 1 2012 DCP/ ACRE sign up ends.
SURE sign up ends for 2010 crop
losses.

June 15 COC nomination period begins.

July 2 Final date to report fall and spring-
seeded small grains.

July 4 Independence Day. FSA offices closed.

July 16 Final date to report CRP, corn, soybeans,
grain sorghum, hay & pasture.
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FSA EALERTS

Missouri FSA introduces FSA eAlerts—a new way to receive
FSA program reminders via e-mail or text. You can sign up
for eAlerts at your County Office and choose whether you
would like to receive information via e-mail, text or both. If
you elect to receive information by text, remember standard
text messaging rates apply. Consult with your cellular carrier
to discuss your text plan details. You can opt out of receiving
FSA eAlerts at any time.

FSA offices are moving toward a paperless operation.
Producers are asked to enroll in eAlerts which will provide
newsletters and electronic reminders instead of hard copy
through the mail. FSA, like many organizations, is trying to
work smarter to be more efficient. Moving to electronic
notifications via email and text will help conserve resources
and save taxpayer dollars. County Committee ballots will
continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. Bookmark
www.fsa.usda.gov/mo to check back frequently for program
deadlines and information.

DIRECT AND GUARANTEED L OANS

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or
regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are
currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a
setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your
loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.
Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000.
This makes the maximum combination of direct and
guaranteed loan indebtedness $1,514,000.

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans is 1.5
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan.

To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the
county office staff.

FIXED INTEREST RATES ON LOANS

FSA guarantees on new or existing loans made by
agricultural lenders may be sold on the secondary market.
If sold to Farmer Mac Il, the lender may offer a fixed
interest rate. Guarantees may be used for intermediate
loans to buy machinery or breeding stock or to refinance
debts, for long term loans to buy or develop land or to
refinance debts, and for lines of credit. Lines of credit
cannot be sold to Farmer Mac Il.

An eligible applicant must be the operator of a family
sized operation. In addition to meeting eligibility criteria,
the loan applicant must have a satisfactory credit history,
demonstrate repayment ability, and provide sufficient
security for the loan. Additional information may be
obtained from the FSA website at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl/quaranteed.ntm  or by
contacting your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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