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Our Office Has Moved

The USDA Service Center, which includes
the Farm Service Agency, Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service and Rural
Development, has changed locations. We
have moved right across the street. Our
new address is 1318 S. Main Rd. Bldg 5
Suite A Vineland, NJ 08360. Our phone
numbers and extensions are still the
same. Come visit us at our new location!

2010 DCP Final Payments

Final Dcp payments for 2010 participants will
be issued sometime after October 1, 2010.
Producers who received an advance payment
will be paid the balance they are due. Those
who did not take an advance will be receiving
their full payment amount. These payments
will be deposited directly into personal bank
accounts.

If there are any unearned payments, Com-
modity Credit Corporation will automatically
subtract those amounts from the final Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program payments you
are about to receive.

2011 ACRE Signup

The enroliment period for the 2011 Average
Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) runs
from Oct. 1, 2010 — June 11, 2011.

The ACRE program provides eligible produc-
ers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on
the 5-year state Olympic average yield and
the 2-year national average price. ACRE pay-
ments are made when both state and farm-
level triggers are met. By participating in
ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-
cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent re-
duction in direct payments and a 30-percent
reduction in loan rates. The decision to elect
ACRE binds the farm to the program through
the 2012 crop year.

Planted crops considered eligible for ACRE
payments include: wheat, barley, oats, grain
sorghum, corn, upland cotton, peanuts, pulse
crops (dry peas, lentils, chickpeas or garbanzo

beans), rice, soybeans, and other oilseeds
(canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, ra-
peseed, safflower, sesame seed).

Paper Check Conversion — Over the
Counter (PCC -OTC)

Over the next year, FSA/CCC is moving to-
ward an electronic method for processing
producers’ checks. This will allow FSA/CCC to
process collections faster. When producers
present checks, either in person or through
the mail, the checks will be converted into an
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will
be debited from the producer’s account,
usually within 24 hours of receipt. Please see
the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices
posted in the Service Center or visit the fol-
lowing U.S. Department of Treasury Internet
site for detailed information:
https://www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pcc/usingpc
c/Legal%20Notices/legalnotices.htm

Note: FSA/CCC will begin this process in the
coming months.

What is PCC - OTC?

PCC - OTC s a process for converting paper
checks presented to FSA into electronic debits
to the producer’s bank account. It presents
many benefits, such as reducing
lost/misplaced checks and paper handling.
This improves customer relations, speeds the
check clearing process, and reduces the po-
tential for human error.

How will my checks be handled?

If the check is presented in person, the check
will be scanned into the system, voided, and
stamped with the words, “Electronically
Processed” or “Electronically Presented” and
the voided check will be returned to the cus-
tomer. If the check is mailed to FSA, the
check will be scanned into the system and
voided. The customer will not receive the
check back from FSA. FSA will hold checks for
up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the
item was successfully processed, and then



FSA will shred the check.

How quickly will funds be transferred from
my account?

The transfer of funds from your account could
occur within 24 hours. Therefore, you should
be sure that you have sufficient funds in your
account to process the transaction. If you do
not have sufficient funds, we may initiate the
transaction again.

How will this transaction appear on my ac-
count statement?

The transfer of funds will be reflected on your
account statement. The transaction may be
recorded in a different place on your state-
ment than where your checks normally ap-
pear, such as under “other withdrawals” or
“other transactions”.

What are my rights if there is a problem with
the transaction?

You have protections under Federal law for
an unauthorized electronic fund transfer from
your account. You should contact your finan-
cial institution immediately if you believe that
the transaction reported on your account
statement was not properly authorized or is
otherwise incorrect.

NAP Coverage

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) was designed to reduce financial
losses that occur when natural disasters cause
a catastrophic loss of production or prevented
planting of an eligible crop by providing cover-
age equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.
Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or
agricultural commodity, except livestock, for
which CAT is not available.

The application deadline dates for 2011 cover-
age are as follows:

8/1/2010- Strawberries

9/1/2010- Christmas Trees, Fin Fish, Flowers
& Grass (SOD)

9/30/2010- Barley, Clover, Grass, Mixed Fo-
rage, Rye & Wheat

11/20/2010- Apples, Apricots, Blueberries,
Caneberries, Cherries, Cranberries, Grapes,
Honey, Nectarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears,
Plums, Scallions & Shallots

12/31/2010- Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli, Cab-
bage, Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs,

Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip,

Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips
3/15/2011- Beans, Brussel Sprouts, Canta-
loupe, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant,
Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,
Sorghum, Sorghum Forage, Soybeans, Squash,
Sunflower, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillos, Toma-
toes, Watermelon & Yams

5/1/2011- Nursery (2012 coverage)

Some of these crops are actually covered by
independent crop insurance agents. This will
vary by county.

The following crops are covered by indepen-
dent crop insurance agents for these coun-
ties:

Atlantic County- Apples, Blueberries, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, and Soybeans

Cape May County- Corn, Fresh Market Sweet
Corn, Nursery, Processing Beans and Soy-
beans

Cumberland County- Apples, Barley, Corn,
Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Nursery, Peaches,
Potatoes, Processing Beans, Soybeans, Toma-
toes, and Wheat

Producers who already have coverage on 2010
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage
on the same crop or crops for 2011, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application
for coverage is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from the previous year’s cov-
erage or change crop shares must file a new
CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applica-
ble service fee.

Timely Filing of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and
may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of
Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent.




Farm Reconstitutions
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all
tracts having the same owner and the same
operator under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place,
a farm reconstitution is necessary. If an owner
or operator can not agree about program par-
ticipation, like in the case of the new ACRE
program, then producers should inquire about
a reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA of-
fice.
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of
land based on the farming operation. Re-
member, to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by August 1 for
farms enrolled in specific programs.
The following are the different methods used
when doing a farm recon:
Estate Method — the division of bases, al-
lotments and quotas for a parent farm
among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may
be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire
farm is sold to two or more persons; (3)
farm ownership is transferred to two or
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or
ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is
sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract
ownership is transferred to two or more
per persons. In order to use this method
the land sold must have been owned for
at least three years, or a waiver granted,
and the buyer and seller must sign a Me-
morandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of
bases in the same proportion that the
DCP cropland for each resulting tract re-
lates to the DCP cropland on the parent
tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for
a parent farm with each tract maintaining
the bases attributed to the tract level
when the reconstitution is initiated in the
system.

FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency makes and guaran-
tees conservation loans on farms and ranches
to help conserve our natural resources. The
Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides
farmers with the credit necessary to imple-

ment conservation measures on their land.
The direct CLs loan limit is up to $300,000
and guaranteed CLs up to $1,119,000
(amount adjusted for inflation), may be avail-
able by applying with lenders working with
FSA to obtain a guarantee.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources
and Conservation Service (NRCS) Staff to de-
velop a conservation plan. Conservation prac-
tices must be approved by NRCS before FSA
can provide financing. Examples of conserva-
tion practices include installation of conser-
vation structures; establishment of forest
cover; installation of water conservation
measures; establishment or improvement of
permanent pastures; transitioning to organic
production; manure management, including
manure digestion systems; etc.

County Committee Elections

Be watching your mailbox for your official
county office committee election ballot start-
ing early next month. Ballots will be mailed to
all eligible voters starting on November 5,
2010. If, for some reason, you don’t receive a
ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office.
Completed and signed ballots will be due back
in the county office by the close of business on
December 6, 2010.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
provides compensation to eligible livestock
producers who suffer grazing losses for cov-
ered livestock due to: drought conditions or
fire on federally managed land.

Eligible livestock producers may receive assis-
tance for eligible livestock grazing losses that
occur due to drought or fire on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011, dur-
ing the calendar year in which the loss occurs.
County committees can only accept applica-
tions after being notified by the National Of-
fice of qualifying drought, or if Federal agency
prohibits producers from grazing normal
permitted livestock on Federal managed
lands due to qualifying fire.

Additional Information about LFP including
eligible livestock and fire criteria is available
at county FSA offices or on line at:
www.fsa.usda.gov.
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Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP)

ELap provides compensation to eligible producers of livestock, honey

bees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, adverse weather, or Dates to Remember

other loss conditions, including losses due to blizzards and wildfires. ELAP  [November 11 |Office Closed Veteran’s Day

is for losses that are not covered by Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Li- NAP closing for Apples, Apricots,
vestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supplemental Revenue Assis- Blueberry, Caneberry, Cherry,
tance Program (SURE). November 20 |Cranberry, Grapes, Honey, Nec-
Eligible producers under ELAP may receive assistance for losses that occur tarines, Onions, Peaches, Pears,

Plums, Scallions & Shallots
November 25 |Office Closed Thanksgiving Day
NAP closing for Asparagus,
Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, Car-
rots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs,
Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks,
Lettuce, Parsnip, Peas, Potatoes,
Radishes, Rhubarb & Turnips

Continuous Conservation Reserve
program

on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011, during the calen-
dar year in which the loss occurs. Eligible losses include feed losses, physi-
cal losses and additional costs incurred in providing feed to eligible
livestock.
There are two parts to the ELAP application process: December 31
1. Anotice of loss
2. Application for payment
An application for payment cannot be filed without a notice of loss. There
are no late filed provisions for ELAP. Producers with eligible losses must Continues
timely file an acreage report on grazing land acres, honey bee colonies and
farm-raised fish pond acres. Eligible physical losses of honey bees and ho-
ney bee hives, lost due to adverse weather or loss conditions are eligible
under ELAP. Producers will be required to provide documentation of be-
ginning and ending inventory of honey bee colonies when claiming a physi-
cal loss of honey bees or honey bee hives.
Additional ELAP information is available at FSA county offices or on line at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Visit our Web site at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where ap-
plicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's
income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communi-
cation of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




