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COC NOMINATION DEADLINE 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is im-

portant to farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elec-

tions because FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA).  

 

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver 

FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees 

help with the decisions necessary to administer the programs in their counties. They work to en-

sure FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  

 

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. 

County committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions.   

 

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2013 through August 1, 2013.  The nomination 

form is available at USDA Service Centers and online. For more information contact your local 

FSA office.   

2012 & 2013 ELAP LOSSES MUST BE FILED BY AUG. 1, 2014 FOR HONEYBEE, LIVESTOCK 

AND FARM-RAISED FISH LOSSES 

Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses have until August 

1, 2014, to submit a notice of loss and application for payment under the Emergency Assistance 

for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).  

 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-

raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards 

and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by the Livestock Forage Pro-

gram (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). Producers who suffered eligible livestock, 

honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of 

loss and application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program 

year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 

2014. 

   

For more information, producers can review the ELAP Fact Sheet on the Farm Bill webpage. 

Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these 

programs. 

 

KNOW YOUR FARMER, KNOW YOUR FOOD 

The Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food (KYF2) initiative is a USDA-wide effort focused on 

strengthening local and regional food systems. In recent years, consumers have shown an in-

creased interest in purchasing locally-produced foods and many farmers and ranchers followed 

the trend and offer fresh foods through local markets.  

 

USDA followed suit, developing KYF2, which helps connect consumers with producers in their 

community. USDA offers a wide range of programs that can assist farmers, ranchers, businesses, 

communities and individuals. To learn more about grants, loans and support that is available, vis-

it http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KYF_GRANTS. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=KYF_GRANTS


USDA ANNOUNCES NEW SUPPORT FOR BEGINNING FARMERS AND RANCHERS 

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to Support Next Generation of Farmers 

 

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to improve the financial security of 

new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a cen-

tralized, one-stop resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them 

succeed.  

 

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to increase access to 

land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management 

tools; and access USDA education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by new 

farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who have successfully utilized USDA re-

sources to start or expand their business operations.  

 

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 

 

 Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 

(NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop in-

surance product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers 

whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer 

are eligible for a service fee refund.  

   

 Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and beginning farmers which will al-

low routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved 

conservation plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up 

to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial support during times of 

emergency like drought and other natural disasters.   

 

 Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, beginning and farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, 

such as bees, under ELAP.   This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and beginning 

farmers. 

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning farmers and ranchers – in-

cluding discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits. 
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USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP  

As of  Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters that occurred on 

or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a 

permanent disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or re-

habilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include orna-

mental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality from an eligible 

natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible 

growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from the date the appli-

cation is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP 

payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/elap_honeybee_fact_sht.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/elap_honeybee_fact_sht.pdf
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USDA’S FARM SERVICE 

AGENCY (FSA) OFFERS 

FARM BILL WEBSITE AND 

ONLINE OVERVIEW OF 

FARM BILL PROGRAMS 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 

(the Act), also known as the 

2014 Farm Bill, was signed by 

President Obama on Feb. 7, 

2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some pro-

grams with modi-fications, and authorizes several new pro-

grams administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most 

of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.  

 

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by 

FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at www.fsa.usda.gov/

farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, down-

load and/or print our recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet 

titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency 

Customers?  

 

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA 

Service Center or visit us online at www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

USDA INVITES SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 2017 CENSUS OF AG-

RICULTURE 

USDA invites suggestions for the 2017 Census of Agriculture 

that is conducted once every five years by USDA’s National 

Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). The Census provides 

detailed data covering nearly every facet of U.S. agriculture 

down to the county level.  

 

NASS released the complete 2012 Census of Agriculture results 

on May 2, 2014. The agency is now planning the content for the 

2017 Agriculture Census and is accepting input. Any individual 

or organization may submit suggestions on questionnaire items 

to add or delete, as well as any other ideas concerning the Cen-

sus. There will be another opportunity to provide official com-

ment through the Federal Register process in the coming weeks.  

 

Content suggestions for the 2017 Census will be accepted until 

August 4, 2014. Comments can be submitted online at 

www.agcensus.usda.gov/Contact_Us/

Census_Program_Input_Form/. Written suggestions may be 

mailed to: Census Content Team, Room 6451, 1400 Independ-

ence Ave, SW, Washington, DC 20250.  

 

To learn more and to access the complete 2012 Census of Agri-

culture results, including State and County Profiles and all the 

other Census data and tools, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. 
 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PAYMENT PROGRAM 

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the Dairy In-

demnity Payment Program (DIPP) through September 30, 2018. 

DIPP provides payments to dairy producers and manufacturers 

of dairy products when they are directed to remove their raw 

milk or products from the market because of contamination.  

 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 

Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 

2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 2014 

Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive au-

thority to cover losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

 

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced loss-

es are encouraged to bring records documenting those losses 

to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all perti-

nent information of natural disaster consequences, including:  

  

 Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that 

have died, supplemented if possible by photographs or video 

records of ownership and losses 

 Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase 

receipts 

 Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to 

move animals to new pastures 

 Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are de-

stroyed 
Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting 

and production records 
 

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock dis-

aster assistance programs: 

 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP): LFP provides com-

pensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered 

grazing losses due to drought on privately owned or cash 

leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible produc-

ers must physically be located in a county affected by a quali-

fying drought during the normal grazing period for the coun-

ty. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should sub-

mit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by 

January 30, 2015. 

 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):LIP provides compensa-

tion to eligible livestock producers that have suffered live-

stock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to ad-

verse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 

wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a 

notice of loss and an application for payment to their local 

FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP) ELAP provides emergency as-

sistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and 

farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse 

weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. 

ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP 

and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee 

or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program 

years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment 

to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 pro-

gram year losses, the notice of loss and an application for pay-

ment must be submitted by November 1, 2014. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Contact_Us/Census_Program_Input_Form/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Contact_Us/Census_Program_Input_Form/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
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NEW FARM BILL OFFERS INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

PRODUCERS 

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers 

including farm loan program modifications that create flexibil-

ity for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifi-

cations to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

 

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of 

farmers and ranchers to begin and continue operations, includ-

ing greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan 

limits, and emphasizing beginning and socially disadvantaged 

producers.    

 

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 

 Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operat-

ing loans. 

 Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using 

the average farm size for the county as a qualifier instead of 

the median farm size.  

 Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership 

Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct Farm 

Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the 

rate was established at 5 percent.  

 Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm 

Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from $225,000 to 

$300,000. 

 Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth 

Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 

 Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent 

borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the federal 

government. 

 Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation 

Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for socially dis-

advantaged borrowers and beginning farmers. 

 Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term 

limits for veterans and beginning farmers. 
 

Additional modifications must be implemented through the 

rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website for de-

tailed information and updates to farm loan programs. 

 

2013 ACRE 

Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for 

planted acres that must be submitted for the covered commodi-

ties and peanuts planted on the farm by August 15, 2014.  Fail-

ure to report production for those covered commodities and 

peanuts planted on ACRE farms may result in contract termina-

tion.  If the contract is terminated, all payments, including direct 

payments previously received plus interest will be required to 

be refunded. 

 

 

2014 MAL AND LDP REQUESTS 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting requests 

for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and loan deficiency 

payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.   

 

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to 

eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing season and 

extending through a specific commodity’s final loan availabil-

ity date. Sugar commodity loans for the 2014 crop will be 

available to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance 

for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse 

crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs 

provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them 

meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 

when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A pro-

ducer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the 

loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Mar-

keting loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 

and extra-long staple cotton. 

 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per 

individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on cer-

tain commodities for the following program benefits: price 

loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, 

marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment lim-

itations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements. 

 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by 

the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose total 

applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not 

eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. 

  

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 AND 2013 AVERAGE ADJUSTED 

GROSS INCOME COMPLIANCE REVIEW 

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009, 2010, 

2011, 2012 and 2013 are conducted on producers who the IRS 

indicates may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limi-

tations described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, 

producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligi-

bility.  

 

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the AGI limi-

tation of $500,000 of nonfarm income, $750,000 of farm in-

come, $1 million of conservation program benefits or the $1 

million total AGI, then receivables will be established for pay-

ments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to 

the applicable limitation. The New Mexico FSA State Office 

will begin notifying producers selected for review next month. 

If you have any questions about the review process or deter-

mination, please contact the New Mexico FSA State Office at 

979-680-5191. Producers who receive initial debt notification 

letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local 

FSA office.  Adverse determinations become administratively 

final if not timely appealed and can only be reopened if excep-

tional circumstances exist that prevented the producer from 

timely filing the appeal. 

http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill
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MANY COUNTIES IN NEW MEXICO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR EMER-

GENCY LOANS 

Many Counties in New Mexico are declared as a primary and/or 

contiguous disaster county due to drought and heat using the 

streamlined Secretarial Disaster Designation process. Under this 

designation, producers with operations in any primary or con-

tiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency 

loans.  

 

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought 

disaster declaration when a county has experienced a drought 

intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight 

consecutive weeks based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during 

the crop year. 

 

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to 

apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA will consider each 

loan application on its own merits, taking into account the ex-

tent of losses, security available and repayment ability. Produc-

ers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physi-

cal losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

 

COMPLIANCE SPOT CHECKS 

Compliance spot checks will be conducted on 2014 crops.  In-

stead of locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc. 

for review, a nationwide selection of producers is employed.  

Spot check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s 

participation in Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and 

Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc. 

 

FARM RECONSTITUTIONS 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm 
reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or recon — is 
the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based 
on the farming operation. The following are the different methods 
used when doing a farm recon.  
 
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas 
for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate; 
 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) 
part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire 
farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is trans-
ferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or owner-
ship is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or 
(6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order 
to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller 
must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 
 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same 
proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract relates 
to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 
 
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with 
each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract level when 
the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, 

all producers are encouraged to visit your local County FSA 

office to file an accurate crop certification report by the appli-

cable deadline. 

 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New 

Mexico: 

 

 
 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting 

dates: 

 

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage re-

porting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 

than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 

acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported 

no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 

the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to 

the county office. 

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use 

of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or 

“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy 

holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP 

covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 cal-

endar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

 

FILING FOR NAP LOSSES 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage 

and prevented planting and may be completed by any produc-

er with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss 

is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops 

covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-

gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, 

Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of 

the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become appar-

ent.  

 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-

576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting 

date for the crop.   

 

January 15 Apples 

March 15 Pistachios 

May 15 Spring Barley, Onions, Pecans, Potatoes, 

Spring Wheat 

July 15 All Other Crops 

August 15 Beans 

November 15 Apiculture, PRF, Perennial Forage 

(all grasses, Alfalfa, Mixed Forage, etc.) 

December 15 Fall-Seeded Small Grain 
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MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan 

(ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating 

needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

 

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers 

with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a stream-

lined application process built to fit the needs of new and small-

er producers.  This loan program will also be useful to specialty 

crop producers and operators of community supported agricul-

ture (CSA).    

 

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of 

$35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses 

to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and an-

nual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, mar-

keting, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, 

applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the maxi-

mum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commer-

cial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

 

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or 

would like to discuss other farm loan programs available should 

contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a 

loan official.   

 

GUARANTEED LOAN ELIGIBILITY  

Changes to FSA regulations have removed Guaranteed Operat-

ing Loan term limits. Previous and current guaranteed loan bor-

rowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed loans due to 

the previous 15 year eligibility term limit may now be eligible 

for further guaranteed loans through their commercial lender.  

 
YOUTH LOANS 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and 
operate agricultural income-producing projects in connection 
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advi-
sor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the 
youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 
 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 
 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto 

Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal 
resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised 

program of work as outlined above  
 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operat-

ing the project under guidance and assistance from a project 
advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 

application forms. 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enter-

prises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can 

provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct 

or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a per-

son who: 

 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in the opera-

tion of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower train-

ing and financial management program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the coun-

ty’s average size farm. 

 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other 

materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.  

You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist appli-

cants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  Loans 

are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or im-

prove farms or ranches.   

 

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these 

loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for 

members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

 

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose 

members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender preju-

dice because of his or her identity as members of the group 

without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

 

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups 

are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 

Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the 

eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 

credit elsewhere. 

 

LAND CONTRACT (LC) GUARANTEES 

The Land Contract (LC) Guaran-tee Program is a valuable 

tool to transfer farm real estate to the next generation of farm-

ers and ranchers.  Guarantees will be offered to the owner of a 

farm who wishes to sell real estate through a land contract to a 

beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher.   The 

guarantee reduces the financial risk to the seller.  

 

For additional information you can read the Land Contract 

Guarantee Program Fact Sheet. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/lc_guarantee_program.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/lc_guarantee_program.pdf
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County FSA Office Phone Number  County FSA Office Phone Number 

Chaves (575) 622-8745  Otero-Lincoln (575) 437–3100 

Colfax (575) 445-9471  Quay (575) 461-3612 

Curry (575) 762-4769  Rio Arriba (505) 753-3508 

De Baca (575) 355-2448  Roosevelt (575) 356-6629 

Dona Ana (575) 522 8775  San Juan (505) 334-3090 

Eddy (575) 887-3506  San Miguel-Mora (505) 425-7812 

Guadalupe (575) 472-5402  Sierra (575) 894-2563 

Harding (575) 485-2294  Socorro-Catron (575) 835-1710 

Hidalgo (575) 542-3241  Taos (575) 758-3863 

Lea (575) 396-5857  Torrance-Santa Fe (505) 384-2272 

Luna-Grant (575) 546-9291  Union (575) 374-9461 

McKinley (505) 722-9060  Valencia-Cibola-

Bernalillo-Sandoval 

(505) 865-4643 

SAVE TIME – MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA 

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases multiple management  

decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that 

you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to 

discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment.  


