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USDA Farm Service 
Agency County 
Committee Elections to 
Began Monday, Nov. 3 
USDA encourages farmers and 
ranchers to make their voices heard 
by voting in the upcoming Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) County 
Committee elections. Beginning 
Monday, Nov. 3, 2014, USDA will mail 
ballots for the 2014 elections to 
eligible producers across the country. 
Producers must return ballots to their 
local FSA offices by the Dec. 1, 2014, 
deadline to ensure that their vote is 
counted.  

FSA County Committee members 
provide an important link between the 
local agricultural community and 
USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected 
to county committees help deliver FSA 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/dda142
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nm


Farm Program/Loan 
Chief: 
Mary Ann Romero 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.  

  

programs at the local level, applying 
their knowledge and judgment to 
make decisions on commodity support 
programs; conservation programs; 
indemnity and disaster programs; 
emergency programs and eligibility. 
County committees operate within 
official regulations designed to carry 
out federal laws.  

To be an eligible voter, farmers and 
ranchers must participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program. A person who is 
not of legal voting age, but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations 
of an entire farm may also be eligible 
to vote.  

Eligible voters who do not receive 
ballots in the coming week may pick 
one up at their local USDA Service 
Center or FSA office. The deadline to 
submit ballots is Dec. 1, 2014. Ballots 
returned by mail must be postmarked 
no later than Dec. 1, 2014. Newly 
elected committee members and their 
alternates will take office Jan. 1, 
2015.  

 

More information on county committees, such as the new 2014 fact sheet and brochures, can be 
found on the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  You may also contact your local USDA 
Service Center or FSA office.  Visit http://go.usa.gov/pYV3 to find an FSA office near  
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found on the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  You may also contact your local USDA 
Service Center or FSA office.  Visit http://go.usa.gov/pYV3 to find an FSA office near you. 
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USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadlines 
USDA is extending the deadlines for the dairy Margin Protection Program. Farmers now have until 
Dec. 5, 2014, to enroll in the voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The program 
provides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference between the 
price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.   

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed 
via computer, smartphone or tablet.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) also extended the opportunity for public comments on 
both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014.  

Comments can be submitted to USDA via the regulations.gov website at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed 
via computer, smartphone or tablet.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) also extended the opportunity for public comments on 
both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014.  

Comments can be submitted to USDA via the regulations.gov website at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA. 

 
USDA Releases New State-by-State "Made in Rural America" 
Report 
As part of the US Department of Agriculture's (USDA) commitment to strengthening rural 
economies, Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a new state-by-state "Made in Rural America" report 
illustrating the impact of USDA investments in rural communities. Each state factsheet highlights 
specific USDA investments in rural businesses, manufacturing, energy, water and other 
infrastructure development. They also outline how USDA is helping rural communities attract 
businesses and families by investing in housing and broadband.  

These fact sheets reflect Secretary Vilsack's efforts to strengthen the "four pillars" of a new 
economy in rural America: developing a robust bio-based economy; promoting exports and 
production agriculture fueled by increased productivity and research; encouraging conservation 
including land management, stewardship and outdoor recreational opportunities; and building a 
strong local and regional food system to harness entrepreneurial innovation and help small and 
medium-sized family farms succeed in rural America.  

The report's state by state fact sheets are available at www.usda.gov/opportunities.  

 
USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers 
USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to 
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled 
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://go.usa.gov/GJSA
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://go.usa.gov/GJSA
http://www.usda.gov/opportunities
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers


beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them 
succeed.  

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, 
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in 
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA 
education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been identified as top priorities by 
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who 
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.  

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 

• •Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides 
risk management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance 
product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, 
farmers and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to 
being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee 
refund.    

• Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new 
and beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside 
the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation 
plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction 
in CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and beginning 
farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and 
other natural disasters. 

• Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, 
beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under 
ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new 
and beginning farmers.  

• In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for 
beginning farmers and ranchers – including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative 
fees, and other benefits.  

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is 
available here.  

 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program 
modifications that create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs 
is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and 
continue operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and 
emphasizing beginning and socially disadvantaged producers.     

Changes that will take effect immediately include:  

• Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.  

http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Notice/nap_162.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=crp
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/elap_honeybee_fact_sht.pdf
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=usda-results-beginning-farmers.html
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html


• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county 
as a qualifier instead of the median farm size.  

• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less 
than regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate 
was established at 5 percent.  

•  Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
Program from $225,000 to $300,000.  

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  
• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining 

additional loans from the federal government.  
• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 

90 percent for socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  
• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning 

farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA 
Farm Bill website for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.  

 
Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up Underway 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are 
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover 
losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible 
producers must physically be located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal 
grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a 
completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015. 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses 
in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death 
losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by 
January 30, 2015.  
 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)  

The enrollment deadline for the 2014 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) is Nov. 3, 2014. The deadline for 2012 and 2013 ELAP has already 
passed.  

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised 
fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and 
wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. For 2014 program 
year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 3, 
2014.  

http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill


For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill 
webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for 
these programs.  

 
USDA Expands Access to Credit to Help More Beginning and 
Family Farmers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced improvements to farm loan programs by 
expanding eligibility and increasing lending limits to help more beginning and family farmers. As part 
of this effort, USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to 
$50,000; simplify the lending processes; updating required “farming experience” to include other 
valuable experiences; and expanding eligible business entities to reflect changes in the way family 
farms are owned and operated. The changes become effective Nov. 7.  
 
The microloan changes will allow beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans 
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.  
 
In addition to farm related experience, other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct 
farming experience required for farm loan eligibility such as operation or management of a non-farm 
business, leadership positions while serving in the military, or advanced education in an agricultural 
field. Also, individuals who own farmland under a different legal entity operating the farm now may 
be eligible for loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers will have an 
opportunity to share suggestions on the microloan process, and the definitions of farming 
experience and business structures through Dec. 8, 2014, the public open comment period.  
 
FSA is also publishing a Federal Register notice to solicit ideas from the public for pilot projects to 
help increase the efficiency and effectiveness of farm loan programs. Comments and ideas 
regarding potential pilot projects will be accepted through Nov. 7, 2014.  
 
For more information on farm loans, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local Farm 
Service Agency office.  

 
Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique 
financial operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to $50,000, effective 
Nov. 7, 2014. The loan features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and 
smaller producers.  This loan program will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators 
of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $50,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses 
such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses 
such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing 
needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of 
$300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan 
programs available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan 
official.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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