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Dates to Remember  

USDA Finalizes Procedures for Sorghum 
Referendum 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing 
procedures for the upcoming referendum regarding the continuation 
of the Sorghum Checkoff Program and is announcing the dates it 
will conduct the referendum. 

The Sorghum Promotion, Research, and Information Order requires 
that a referendum be conducted no later than seven years after the 
start of assessments, which began on July 1, 2008. For the 
program to continue, a majority of those voting must favor the 
continuation of the order.  

USDA will conduct the referendum beginning on March 23, 2015, 
through April 21, 2015, at county USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices for producers and the Agricultural Marketing Service 
office for importers. Ballots may be obtained in person, by mail or 
facsimile at county FSA offices, or via the Internet. 

Any eligible person engaged in the production or importation of 
sorghum from January 1, 2011, to December 31, 2014, is eligible to 
participate. Individuals are required to provide documentation such 
as a sales receipt or remittance form that shows they engaged in 
the production or importation of sorghum. 

The Sorghum Checkoff Program, and its 13-member board, is 
authorized by the Commodity Promotion, Research, and 
Information Act of 1996. The Sorghum Checkoff is intended to be a 
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March 31:  

Deadline to Update Yield 
History and Reallocate Base 
Acres for ARC/PLC  

Deadline for One-Time 
ARC/PLC Election for 2014 
through 2018 Crop Years  

Final Availability Date for 
2014 Small Grain and Honey 
MAL/LDP  

May 31:  Final Availability 
Date for 2014 Corn, Dry Peas, 
Grain Sorghum, Lentils, 
Mustard Seed, Rice, 
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, 
Soybeans, Sunflower Seed 
MAL/LDP  

June 15: Final Reporting Date 
for Spring Barley, Spring 
Forage Seeding, Spring Oats, 
Rye, Triticale, Spring Wheat  

Continuing: Continuous 
Conservation Reserve 
Program Signup  

national, coordinated, self-help marketing program designed to 
strengthen the position of sorghum in the marketplace, maintain 
and expand existing domestic and foreign markets and uses for 
sorghum, and develop new markets and uses for sorghum.  

The final procedures were published in the Nov. 18, 2010, Federal 
Register. The notice announcing the dates of the referendum was 
published in the Feb. 19, 2015, Federal Register. 

For more information, contact Craig Shackelford, Marketing 
Specialist, Research and Promotion Division, Livestock, Poultry, 
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA, 22 Jamesport Lane, White, GA 
30184; Telephone: (470) 315-4246; 
craig.shackelford@ams.usda.gov. Procedures and additional 
information about the referendum can be found at: 
www.ams.usda.gov/SorghumReferendum.  

 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency Offers 
Farm Bill Website and Online Overview of 
Farm Bill Programs 
 The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 
Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The 
Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-
fications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are 
authorized and funded through 2018.  

 

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our 
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service 
Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of targeted underserved groups.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
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Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 
to September 30, 2015 must file: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November 
1, 2015 

• An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

Filing for NAP Losses 
 The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.   

 

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice 
Planting Rules 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect 
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.   

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables 
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets


beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas.  Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not 
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to 
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year.  
Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of 
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for March 2015 
90-Day Treasury Bill   .125% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct   2.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct   3.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher   1.50% 
Emergency Loans   3.50% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)   1.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 yrs)   1.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years)   2.0% 
Commodity Loans 1.25%    

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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