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Important Farm Bill Meetings for
Producers Continue Across the
State

Tennessee Farmers Reminded to Attend

Tennessee’s USDA Farm Service Agency, the
University of Tennessee Extension and Tennessee
State University Cooperative Extension Program
continue to host a series of Farm Bill meetings
across Tennessee in January and February 2015.
The meetings are free and open to the public.

Meeting attendees will learn about Farm Service
Agency (FSA) Farm Bill programs and decisions
specific to row crop production in Tennessee
including: Base Acre Reallocation, Yield Updates,
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss
Coverage (PLC), Supplemental Coverage Option
(SCO), and FSA Online Decision Aids.

Learning more about ARC and PLC is extremely

important for row crop producers who must make a
one-time decision about base and yield updates by
February 27, 2015 as well as ARC or PLC election
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Administrative Officer:
Tyeisha Samples

Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation
or county.

by March 31, 2015.

University Extension Specialists will demonstrate
the online decision-making tools that are available
to producers to help make important enrollment
decisions regarding the Agricultural Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs.
Extension Specialists and FSA representatives will
be in attendance to answer questions on ARC and
PLC policy and procedure.

Persons with disabilities who require
accommodations to attend or participate in any of
these meetings should contact Turell Tidwell at 615-
277-2628 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-
8339 by no later than three days prior to the
meeting date.

In addition, each Tuesday, starting January 20 and
concluding March 24 University of Tennessee
Extension will host a weekly 1-hour online Webcast
starting at 8:30 am CST where producers and agri-
industry partners can ask questions and obtain
information about Farm Bill programs and
decisions. The Webcast can be accessed from the
following link:
http://feconomics.ag.utk.edu/farmbill.html

Mark your calendar! Some meetings have already
been conducted at a number of locations in
Tennessee and more meetings will be held at the
following locations and dates:

January 14, 2015; 2:00 pm
Madison County Extension Office
309 N. Parkway

Jackson, TN 38305

January 15, 2015; 9:00 am
Agricenter International
7777 Walnut Grove Rd
Memphis, TN 38120

January 20, 2015; 9:00 am
Putnam County Extension Office
900 S. Walnut Ave.

Cookeville, TN 38501

January 26, 2015; 10:00 am
Woodbury Lions Club Building
614 Lehman Street
Woodbury, TN 37190
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February 4, 2015; 9:00 am

Int. Crossroads of Dixie Antique Tractor Club
912 North Military Avenue

Lawrenceburg, TN 38464

February 9, 2015; 9:30 am
Lincoln County Fairgrounds
1003 Hedgemont Avenue
Fayetteville, TN 37334

February 9, 2015; 2:00 pm
Franklin County Extension Office
406 Joyce Lane

Winchester, TN 37398

February 11, 2015; 2:00 pm
EMS Building

1174 Champion Lane
White Pine, TN 37890

Feb 17, 2015; 1:00 pm

Montgomery County Extension Office
1030 Cumberland Heights Road
Clarksville, TN 37040

February 18, 2015; 9:30 am
Western Sizzlin

1804 Decatur Pike

Athens, TN 37303

For more information about the meetings, please
contact Aaron Smith at 865-974-7476,
aaron.smith@utk.edu or Regan Soloman at
615-277-2615, regan.soloman@tn.usda.gov

FSA Announces New Yield Data for Safety Net Calculations
Farmers can Update Yield History through Feb. 27, 2015

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers farmers new information to
update program payment yields that will help them better select protections offered by the
Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The new programs,
established by the 2014 Farm Bill, are cornerstones of the commodity farm safety net, offering
farmers protection when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices and revenues.

The Farm Bill provides landowners with the option of updating their farm program payment yields
and this is the first time that many producers have been able to update yields since 1986. FSA has
worked with the Risk Management Agency (RMA) to make available certified yield data that
producers can use to better calculate how the new safety net programs can offer the best protection
against market swings.

Producers can check with their local FSA county office to see if data is available for them. This data
helnnnes tn the nradiicer and nnlvy the nradiicer acenciated with the eran inciirance recnrde will he


mailto:aaron.smith@utk.edu
mailto:regan.soloman@tn.usda.gov

provided this service. Updating yield history or reallocating base acres can occur until Feb. 27,
2015.

FSA also issued a reminder that from Nov. 17, 2014, to March 31, 2015, producers will make a one-
time election of either ARC or PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years. For more information,
producers are encouraged to make an appointment to go into their local FSA county office. To find a
local FSA county office, visit offices.usda.gov. Additional information on the new programs is
available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Important ARC/PLC Program Deadlines Approaching

Producers are reminded that the deadline to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres is
Feb. 27, 2015. Farm owners and producers can choose between the new 2014 Farm Bill
established programs, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) through
March 31, 2015. The new programs, designed to help producers better manage risk, usher in one of
the most significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades.

USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision process, allowing farm owners and
producers to enter information about their operation and see projections that show what ARC and/or
PLC will mean for them under possible future scenarios. Farm owners and producers can access
the online resources, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, from the convenience of their home
computer or mobile device at any time.

Covered commoaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need to know:

e Now through Feb. 27, 2015: Farm owners may visit their local Farm Service Agency office
to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres.

¢ Now through March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-time election between ARC and PLC
for the 2014 through 2018 crop years.

e  Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop
years.

e October 2015: Payments issued for 2014 crop year, if needed.

To learn more about which safety net options are most appropriate for specific farming operations,
farmers can use new Web tools at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, which can be accessed from the
convenience of a home computer or a mobile device at any time. To learn more about upcoming
educational meetings, farmers can see the related top story in this newsletter or contact their local
Farm Service Agency county office at http://offices.sc.eqov.usda.gov/locator/app.

USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation

Compliance Changes
The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and
<inned AN-1N2A rertificatinn farm miict he nn file with the FSA The Rick Mananement Anencv
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(RMA), through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop
insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to
conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and
NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and revenue protection
programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and
Marketing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other
conservation programs implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this
requirement and therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 from on file for their
associated lands. If however an AD-1026 form has not been filed or is incomplete then farmers are
reminded of the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will
review the associated farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet
the required compliance with the conservation compliance provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details
outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance premium

support. Producers can also contact their local USDA Service Center for information. A listing of
service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov.

FSA Has Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be acitizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.
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USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to
Support Next Generation of Farmers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them
succeed.

USDA'’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers,
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA
education, and technical support programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

USDA's policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

e Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk
management tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product.
Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a
beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.

e Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new
and beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside
the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation
plans. Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction
in CRP payments of up to 25 percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning
farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and
other natural disasters.

e Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision,
beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under
ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new
and beginning farmers.

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for
beginning farmers and ranchers — including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees,
and other benefits.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is
available here.
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Microloan Cap Increased to $50,000

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, effective Nov. 7. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, FSA has made a record amount of farm loans — more than 165,000 loans totaling
nearly $23 billion. More than 50 percent of USDA'’s farm loans now go to beginning farmers. In
addition, FSA has increased its lending to socially-disadvantaged producers by nearly 50 percent
since 2010.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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