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Tree Assistance Program Signup

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) signup for orchardists and nursery tree grow-
ers began Monday, May 10, 2010, at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.

TAP provides help to orchardists and nursery tree growers who produce trees,
bushes and vines for commercial purposes, to replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes
and vines damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The 2008 Farm Bill expanded
eligibility to include Christmas tree and nursery tree growers that were ineligible
under prior legislation. Trees grown for pulp or timber are not eligible.

To be eligible producers must have suffered more than a 15 percent death loss
due to the natural disaster after adjustment for normal mortality. TAP is a cost-
reimbursement program, with payments covering up to 70 percent of replant costs
and 50 percent of pruning, removal and other salvaging costs for replacing or sal-
vaging damaged trees.

Producers can receive assistance for up to 500 acres of trees, bushes or vines.
Producers must also have purchased a policy or plan of insurance under the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (nap),
or for 2008, obtained a waiver of the risk management purchase requirement
through the buy-in provision. Eligible losses must have occurred on or after Jan.
1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.

For more information on the new TAP program, contact your county FSA office or
the website at http:/www.fsa.usda.gov

USDA Survey to focus on Farm Labor

During the last two weeks of July, NASS (National Agricultural Statistics Service)
will contact selected New England farm operators and ask them to provide informa-
tion on their total number of hired workers, hours worked, and wage rates paid dur-
ing that week. For their convenience, survey participants have the option of re-
sponding online. NASS will compile, analyze and publish survey results in the
quarterly “Farm Labor Report,” to be released on August 19, 2010.

“We strongly encourage participation in this survey. Only farmers and ranchers
can provide the accurate information needed to build the foundation for reliable
agricultural labor estimates,” said Gary Keough, director of the NASS New Eng-
land Field Office, who also said “NASS safeguards the confidentiality of all re-
sponses, ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified.”

Happy Retirement to George Godin

After serving 9 years on the County Committee and 15 years of service as a Pro-
gram Technician with the ASCS/FSA, George retired on April 30, 2010. George
informed us that he is not retiring totally—he will still be involved with his farm
and has high hopes that weather permitting he will have more free time to do some
flying. Best wishes to George on his retirement and appreciation for his years of
service.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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Change Service Requested

June 15 COC nomination opens

June 30 Acreage reporting deadline for small grains
July5 Independence Day (observed) Office closed
July 15 Acreage reporting deadline for all other

crops

Dates to Remember

Aug.2 COC nomination period ends

Ongoing Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) sign-up
For new dairy operations

Acreage Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be
referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop certi-
fication. Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of
benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All
cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits
from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing
assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must
account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted.
The producer certification deadline is June 30 for small
grains and July 15 for all other crops. We strongly en-
courage you to have your crop reporting completed be-
fore July 1 so our staff can complete the data entry and ob-
tain all required signatures before the deadline of July 15th.

Planting Dates — Please keep track of your planting
dates as these are needed when you certify your crop acre-
age. Those dates are helpful to you in the event of a disaster
program. Planting dates are required for farmers enrolled in

NAP and crop insurance.

CRP & NAP Certification Conservation Reserve
Program acreage must be reported to receive annual rental
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) must also be reported.

Failed Acreage — Failed acreage must be reported
within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of
the crop, and producers must be able to establish to the satis-
faction of the County Committee that the crop failed and was
prevented from being replanted through the normal planting
period because of natural disaster conditions.

NOTE: If your 2010 acreage report is pretty straight-
forward, simply forage and the same fields as in 2009, give
us a call and we may be able to complete your reports over
the phone, saving you a trip to the office! There is no need
to wait; give us a call now, we’ll update your report and send
it to you for signature.

NAP Loss Filing

The form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed
acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a
“Notice of Loss” is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insur-
ance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA
County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disas-
ter or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-
576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final plant-
ing date for the crop.

2009 Production Reports Due by
July 15

REMINDER: Producers who had a Non-Insured Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) policy on their 2009 grass, are
required to report their total hay/mixed forage production.
This reported production will allow us to build your farm’s
actual production history (APH) yield. (Forms for this were
sent to you in a mailing which included a yellow and a pink
sheet on which these productions were to be reported.)

CORD KEEPING - RECORD KEEP
RE 300D RECORDS ARE IMPORTANNC

How many bales?
What is your milk production?
How many $ per day per cow for feed?
How many $ per acre to produce feed?
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