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Reporting Crop Acreage
Deadline — June 30 Small Grains
July 15 All Other Crops

It goes by different names — crop report, acreage re-
port, crop certification — but regardless of what you
call it, filing an accurate and timely acreage report for
all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can
prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service
Agency programs. ALL cropland on the farm (includ-
ing ALL HAY reports) must be reported to receive ben-
efits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program
(DCP), marketing assistance loans , Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDPs), and NAP (Non Insured Crop Disas-

ter Program).

Conservation Reserve Program (both CRP
and CREP) acreage must be reported to re-
ceive annual rental payments. And, crop
acreage that is enrolled in Non-insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) must be reported.

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must
account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle/fallow
or planted. Producers are required to file reports by
June 30" for small grains and July 15" for all other
crops.

Please call to set up an appointment.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage must be
filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must
be able to establish, to the satisfaction of the County
Committee, that the crop failed and was prevented from
being replanted through the normal planting period be-
cause of a natural disaster.

Crop reports made after July 15 may be accepted
but are considered late reports and fees apply. Be
timely!

Planting Dates

Please keep track of your planting dates as these are
needed when you certify your crop acreage. Those
dates are helpful to you in the event of a disaster pro-
gram. Planting dates are required for farmers enrolled
in NAP and crop insurance.

SURE Program

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters that occurred in the crop
years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eligi-
ble for SURE payments, a producer is required to ob-
tain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or, if
crop insurance is not available, to participate in the
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for
grazed acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP
coverage is no longer required for crops that are not
of economic significance or those where the adminis-
trative fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds
10% of the value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the defini-
tion of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or
Beginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the
risk management purchase requirement for insurance
or NAP coverage.

The following are the conditions that trigger SURE
payments:

e At least one crop of economic significance must
suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible
disaster condition

e Crop of economic significance is a crop that has
contributed or would have contributed at least
5% or more of the total expected revenue from
all crops on the farm

e Producers in counties declared disaster counties
by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous
counties, or those who show proof of an indi-
vidual loss of at least 50% are eligible to receive
SURE payments for crop production or crop
quality losses. Losses are measured with con-
sideration to the whole-farm revenue, which in-
cludes crop insurance indemnities and
commaodity program payments, so that producers
are not paid more than once for the same loss.

ALL Hay or Not Planting Crops in 20107 --
Beat the rush by reporting your hay and fallow
ground today. Call us now! We can send you a crop
report to sign and return by mail.
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Special
Accommodations

Reasonable accommodations
will be made, upon request, for
individuals with disabilities, vi-
sion impairment, or hearing im-
pairment to attend or participate
in meetings or events sponsored
by the Farm Service Agency. If
you require special accommoda-
tions to attend or participate in
one of our events, please call the
FSA county office and we will be
happy to make any needed ar-
rangements.

Controlled
Substances

Program participants convicted
under federal or state law of any
planting, cultivating, growing,
producing, harvesting or storing a
controlled substance are ineligi-
ble for program payments and
benefits.
If convicted of one of these of-
fensives, the program participant
shall be ineligible during that
crop year and the four succeeding
crop years for direct and counter-
cyclical payments, price support
loans, loan deficiency payments,
market loan gains, storage pay-
ments, farm facility loans, Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program payments or disaster
payments.
Program participants convicted
of any federal or state offense
consisting of the distribution
(trafficking) of a controlled sub-
stance shall, at the discretion of
the court, be ineligible for any or
all program payments and bene-
fits:
e  forupto5 years after
the first conviction
e  forupto 10 years af-
ter the second convic-
tion
e  permanently for a
third or subsequent
conviction.

Program participants convicted
of federal or state offense for the
possession of a controlled sub-
stance shall be ineligible, at the
discretion of the court, for any or
all program benefits, as follows:
e upto1year upon the
first conviction
e uptob5 years after a
second or subsequent
conviction.

Attention Producers, Landowners!

*Do you intend to clear timber areas to create or to
expand existing crop areas? *Are you converting a
pasture field into a crop field? *Are there any areas on
your farm(s) that you are considering cropping that
have not been cropped in recent years? *Is there a wet
spot in a field that you want to drain to make cropping
easier? *Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat area of
any type?

These are Highly Erodible and Wetlands provision
guestions that need to be considered each year by pro-
ducers to assure that they may remain eligible for
USDA benefits. Please contact FSA and NRCS repre-
sentatives before you begin.

Sodbusting
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing

up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland.
Sodbuster violations are unauthorized tillage practices
on highly erodible lands that converted native vegeta-
tion such as rangeland or woodland, to crop production
after Dec. 23, 1985.

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use
highly erodible land for crop production without proper
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to
participate in Farm Service Agency programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas
not presently under crop production for planting, they
are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to
be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on
a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land,
the producer will be required to develop and implement
a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before
bringing land into production.

In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates have
to file an AD-1026 with the staff in the administrative
or control county office before any farm program pay-
ments can be made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s
signed certification that HELC, as well as wetland con-
servation, provisions will not be violated.

GIS

As part of a program to digitally map the nation’s farms
and fields, the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA\) has established the Common Land Unit (CLU)
as a standardized GIS (Geographic Information Sys-
tems) data layer that has allowed mapping to be inte-
grated easily on a nationwide basis. The Farm Service
Agency manages this CLU data layer through a distri-
buted database environment for all field service centers
throughout the country. Using GIS provides for more
consistent and more accurate land measurements, such
as field acreage and acreage boundaries of conservation
practices, such as riparian buffers. With high quality
digital imagery, new land use changes (farm transfers
and land subdivisions) can be easily updated. Maps can
be created in either paper or digital format for FSA cus-
tomers or the public. More information about the
Common Land Unit and NAIP imagery can be found by
visiting on-line, APFO (Aerial Photography Field Of-
fice) at www.apfo.usda.gov.

Farm Loan Programs

The FSA offers loans for farmers and ranchers to
purchase farmland and finance agricultural opera-
tions. FSA loan programs are designed to help pro-
ducers who are temporarily unable to obtain private
or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are
beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to
qualify for financing through a commercial lender. In
other instances, borrowers might have suffered set-
backs from natural disasters or might be persons with
limited resources.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may
be obtained as direct loans up to a maximum of
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum of
$1,094,000. Emergency loans are always direct loans
for farmers who may have suffered physical or pro-
duction losses in disaster areas designated by a Pres-
idential or Secretarial disaster declaration. Rural
Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans
for socially disadvantaged applicants are also availa-
ble through FSA.

The Debt for Nature Program (DFEN)

Also known as the Debt Cancellation Conservation
Contract Program. This is a unique program for eli-
gible landowners that protects important natural re-
sources and other sensitive areas while providing a
debt management tool.

Debt for Nature is available to persons with Farm
Service Agency (FSA) direct loans secured by real
estate. These individuals may qualify for cancella-
tion of a portion of their FSA indebtedness in ex-
change for a conservation contract with a term of 50,
30, or 10 years. The conservation contract is a vo-
luntary legal agreement that restricts the type and
amount of development that may take place on por-
tions of the landowner’s property. Contracts may be
established on marginal cropland and other environ-
mentally sensitive lands for conservation, recreation,
and wildlife purposes.

By participating in this program, direct loan custom-
ers may reduce their Farm Service Agency debt,
thereby improving their overall financial stability.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf
of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration programs in which either has an interest. This
option is automatically available unless a written re-
quest for exclusion is made to the county office staff
by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may
not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships,
joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.
Individual signatures are also required on certain
Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan
documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority,
feel free to contact your local FSA office.
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Wetland Fact Sheet - How to Make Wetland Compliance Easier for Farmers and Forest Land Owners

Wetlands are important natural areas that are protected by several government agencies in Vermont. Often areas
that qualify as wetland are not obviously wet. It is important for farmers and other landowners to know where wet-
lands are on their land before the bulldozers or backhoes begin work.

An area may qualify as wetland if it has water on or near the surface for an extended time during the growing
season. There are no maps available that show all the wetlands in Vermont. Trained professionals must conduct on-
site reviews in order to determine the presence and extent of any wetlands.

In Vermont three government agencies administer wetland protection programs. The State of Vermont, Wetland
Office, regulates activities in all “Class I and II” wetlands. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates activities
in “all waters of the U.S.”, including wetlands. Also, the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
administers a wetland conservation program called Swampbuster. Under Swampbuster farmers who convert wet-
lands become ineligible for most USDA programs, including, farm loans, crop payments, and cost-share on con-
servation practices.

Normal, on-going farming and logging activities are usually exempt from the wetland programs. However, it is
important to get wetlands identified before they are cleared or drained. It is always easier (and less expensive)
to deal with projects in wetlands when they are still in the planning process. The NRCS will try to provide farmers
with wetland determinations when requested in writing.

Projects planned in wetland areas can often proceed once issues of concern are addressed by the agencies. For some
situations exemptions can be used to the wetland compliance and regulatory programs. In other situations the
planned project can be modified to allow for continued compliance and easier permitting. In some situations com-
pletion of the planned project could result in loss of program eligibility or regulatory action.

If you are farmer or landowner please contact your local USDA NRCS or Farm Service Agency (FSA) office
prior to clearing or draining any of your land. You can also visit us on the web at: http://www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov/.
Farmers and other landowners may also contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (802-655-0334) or the Vermont
Wetland Office for further information (802-241-3770).

Online Services

Producers, if you have Internet access you can electronically log on, fill out and print a variety of FSA paper forms in the comfort of your
home as your schedule allows. You can also register for secure electronic access that will allow you to electronically sign and transmit
some forms directly to the county office staff. 1f you are new to the website, first you will want to obtain a Level 2 USDA Service Center
Customer ID and password at: http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and then click on "Create an Account Page™ link.

USDA eAuthentication is the system used by USDA agencies to enable customers to obtain accounts that will allow them to access USDA
Web applications and services via the Internet. This includes things such as submitting forms electronically, filing eLDPs, completing
DCP contracts, filling out surveys online, and checking the status of your USDA accounts.

If you already have a Customer ID and password, then click on the following eForms website at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet and then click on the "Sign In" button. A disclaimer window will open and after you
read the "Warning message", click on the "Continue" button.

Then the USDA Web services page will open to the eAuthentication login page. Enter your login User ID and password and then click on
the "Login" button. To sign and transmit forms electronically, you must sign-up and get a User ID and password.

Submitting an e-Form is convenient. You can access information anytime day or night seven days a week. It's faster and both forms and
applications can be submitted and received in the county office in a matter of minutes, not days or weeks.

Farm Reconstitutions

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation. Remember,
to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in specific programs.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex,
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

Nominations for County Committee

The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers, whether
beginning or long-established, with large or small operations. It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because
FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Far-
mers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer the programs in their counties. They work
to make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.

Nominations for candidates to run for the Farm Service Agency County Committee election will be accepted from June 15 through Aug. 2,
2010.

Producers who are residents in the Local Administrative Area (LAA) holding the election and who are eligible to participate or cooperate in
an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county committee.

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, and returned to the
FSA county office by the close of business on Aug. 2", or postmarked by midnight Aug. 2™ .

The election this year is for LAA #3. The towns included in this area are: Derby, Holland, Morgan, Charleston, Brownington and
Westmore. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities
and women farmers or ranchers may also nominate candidates.

A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. Additional forms and details may be picked up at your local FSA county office
or downloaded from http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under News & Events/County Committee Elections. Eligible voters can nominate as
many candidates as they wish.

Election Timetable NAP — Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

June 15 Nomination period begins. Just a reminder that NAP coverage is not only a stand-alone program for non-insurable
Aug. 2 Deadline to submit nomination forms. crops to help offset losses incurred from natural disasters, but is also required for partici-
Nov. 5 Ballots are mailed to eligible voters. pation in many of the programs administered by FSA. The deadline to purchase NAP
Dec. 6 Deadline to return completed ballots coverage varies depending on the crop; for perennial and forage crops it is November 20,

2010; for maple sap and honey it is December 31, 2010.

Banking Changes?

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number
of missing and late payments and reduced the time required to move funds. It has been calculated that having a problem with a payment is
20 times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit. Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made within 48 hours.

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your finan-
cial institutions. If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA
county office so we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted service.

Crop Production Reporting Deadline — for 2009 crops is July 15, 2010

Establishing actual production history (APH) for your farm is essential to maximize potential benefits from FSA administered programs
like SURE, NAP, ACRE and pending disaster program development. The deadline to report your annual production is before the final crop
reporting date for the upcoming cropping season — in other words, for small grains, before June 30™; for forage crops before July 15" and
for honey and maple, before Jan 1%. Accurate crop production reporting helps build your own production histories. Without that individua-
lilzed information, production assigned to your farm would be only a percentage of established county average yields. So not only do you
realize reduced production levels due to using county averages, you also take a hit again because the regulations only allow for use of a
percentage of those average yields. Building your own APH (actual production history) is the best way to ensure that your production is ac-
counted for and used in program calculations to maximize program benefits paid to you.

We can accept late filed crop reports and late filed crop production reports for 2008 until July 15, 2010
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