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USDA to Conduct Request for Referendum on Pork Checkoff Program

WASHINGTON, Nov. 13, 2008 -- The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) announced today that it will conduct a Request for Referendum next
month among eligible producers and importers of hogs, pigs, pork, and pork products to
determine if they want a referendum on the Pork Promotion, Research, and Consumer
Information Order, commonly known as the Pork Checkoff Program. Participation is voluntary,
and only individuals who desire a referendum on the Pork Checkoff Program should participate.

USDA will only conduct a referendum on the order if at least 15 percent of the total number of
eligible pork producers and importers request a referendum. The total number of producers and
importers eligible to participate in the Request for Referendum is approximately 69,446;
therefore, at least 10,417 eligible producers and importers must request a referendum. If
necessary, the referendum will be conducted within one year after the results of the Request for
Referendum are announced. If results of the Request for Referendum indicate that a
referendum is not supported, a referendum would not be conducted.

The Request for Referendum will be held Dec. 8, 2008 through Jan. 2, 2009. Producers and
importers who were engaged in pork production or in the importation of hogs, pigs, pork, or
pork products between Jan. 1, 2007, and Dec. 31, 2007, and were at least 18 years of age on
or before Dec. 31, 2007, are eligible to participate.

For producers, the Request for Referendum will be conducted at the USDA County Farm
Service Agency (FSA) offices where their administrative farm records are maintained. For
producers not participating in FSA programs, the opportunity to participate will be provided at
the County FSA office where the person owns or rents land. Eligible producers may obtain form
LS-54-1: Pork Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Request for Referendum from
those offices either in person, by mail or by facsimile. Forms may also be obtained at:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/L SMarketingPrograms.

In order to vote, Form LS-54-1 and supporting documentation, where applicable, such as a
sales receipt, veterinary bill, feed bill, copies of grower contracts, cancelled check or proof of
payment must be returned in person, by mail, or by facsimile to the appropriate county FSA
office by the close of business Jan. 2, 2009. Form LS-54-1 and supporting documentation
returned by mail must be postmarked no later than midnight on Jan. 2, 2009, and received by
Jan. 9, 20009.

Importers may obtain Form LS-54-1 through the Marketing Programs Branch, Livestock and
Seed Program, AMS, USDA or via the Internet at:
http://www.ams.usda.gov/LSMarketingPrograms.  Form  LS-54-1 and accompanying
documentation, such as Customs Form 7501, can be returned in person, by mail or by
facsimile. Forms returned by mail must be postmarked no later than midnight on Jan. 2, 2009,
and received by Jan. 9, 2009. It is recommended that the form and supporting documentation
be mailed via an express service.

The Order is authorized by the Pork Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act of
1985, part of the 1985 Farm Bill. The program became effective on Sept. 5, 1986, and
assessments began Nov. 1, 1986. This program is designed to strengthen the position of pork
and pork products in the marketplace.

For more information, contact Kenneth R. Payne, Chief; Marketing Programs Branch, Room
2628-S; Livestock and Seed Program, AMS, USDA,; Stop 0251; 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW; Washington, D.C. 20250-0251; by calling (202) 720-1115; or faxing (202) 720-1125.; or e-
mail at Kenneth Payne @usda.gov.
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From the Laramie County FSA!!

County Committee Election

Elections were held for Farm Service Agency county committee representing producers in Local
Administrative Area (LAA) number 3. Mark Child was re-elected to a three year term. Thank you
Mark for your continued service to the farmers in your area.

Farm Program Information

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Signup for 2009

The CCC-509, DCP contract, was scheduled to begin on December 1, 2008. That date has been
delayed because of changes still being made in the farm bill. We will let you know. We will put out
more information when we get the details.

Payments Reported to IRS

As required by law, FSA must report all program payments, earned by producers, to the Internal
Revenue Service. Producers who received payments in 2008 should receive a notice (CCC-
1099-G) near the end of January. This notice lists the payment received by program. If you have
any questions about your payment amounts, please contact the County FSA Office.

Dates to Remember

December 25 Christmas Day Holiday — Office Closed
January 1 New Years Day Holiday — Office Closed
January 19 Martin Luther King Holiday — Office Closed

County Committee: Mike Peterson, Mark Child, Dave Bowman Advisor: Louise Jacobsen
Office Staff: Doris Scheel, Denise Hunt, Mark Lanning

IS/ Gary Gompert, CED — Email gary.gompert@wy.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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