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Rural Youth Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency makes operating loans to individual rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish and operate income producing projects. These projects must be of modest size and be initiated, developed, and carried out by rural youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a similar organization or with a vocational teacher or county extension agent. The project must be an organized and supervised program of work.  It must be planned and operated with the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan, and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.  Contact your local FSA office for more details.

Banking Changes

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Payments are electronically transferred into your bank account, and if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there could be problems. In order to receive timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another financial institution purchases your bank.  It is important that any changes in a producer’s account (such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers) be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible payment delay.
Payment Limits
USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law. It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in the farming operation which may affect payment eligibility and payment limitation.  Failure to do so can result in ineligibility for payments for all years affected.
The following payments apply to DCP for each contract year through both direct and counter-cyclical payments for all covered commodities, except peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-cyclical payments. The Conservation Reserve Program's annual limit is $50,000 per person.  Marketing loan gains payment limit is $75,000 per person.

Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, trusts and estates are required to provide names, addresses, and ID numbers of their members.

FSA Signature Requirements

Proper signatures on Farm Service Agency contracts, applications and forms must be submitted before the document will be considered as filed. All entities, including revocable and irrevocable trusts, corporations, partnerships, estates, etc., must provide evidence of signature authority stipulating those individuals who are authorized to represent the entity. FSA cannot accept signatures without such documentation on file. Examples of acceptable evidence include trust agreements, corporate charters or resolutions, partnership agreements and court orders of appointment. Spouses can sign for one another on most program documents unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office staff. An FSA-211 may be filed to delegate signature authority for FSA program purposes to another individual.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

                                                                                                       
	Selected Interest Rates for

April 2007

	90-Day Treasury Bill
	5.125%

	Farm Operating Loans — Direct
	5.125%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
	5.25%

	Limited Resource Loans
	5.00%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
	4.00%

	Emergency Loans
	3.75%

	Farm Storage Facility Loans
	4.50%

	Sugar Storage Facility Loans
	4.750%

	Commodity Loans 1996-Present
	6.00%
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Beginning, Small and Limited Resource Farmers & Ranchers Who Require Financial Assistance to Fund Conservation Program Initiatives





USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm Service Agency (FSA) have worked together to make conservation programs more available to beginning, small, and limited resource farmers.  As producers move from initial contract development into the implementation stage under NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentives Program, many face the inability to acquire the initial capital investment of their cost-share portion needed for contract implementation.





To help producers implement conservation measures, FSA has several loan programs available to assist with up-front costs.  FSA makes direct and guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans to family-size farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit otherwise.  A primary objective of FSA’s farm loan programs is to assist small, beginning, and socially disadvantaged (minority and female) producers.  In fact, a portion of FSA’s loan funds are reserved for beginning and socially disadvantaged producers.  





These loan programs are not new and have been used successfully in conjunction with conservation programs throughout the United States.





Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service Center or you may also visit the websites � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov/" �www.fsa.usda.gov� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/" �www.nrcs.usda.gov�.








USDA Announces Notice of Funding Availability For Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Loans and Grants  





Applications for grants must be completed and submitted to the USDA Rural Development State Office postmarked no later than May 18, 2007. The deadline for submitting loan applications or loan and grant combinations is July 2, 2007.





Further information on rural programs is available by calling the USDA Rural Development state office at (907) 761-7705 or by visiting their website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov" ��http://www.rurdev.usda.gov�.














Dates to Remember:


May 25, 2007 Final Planting Date for Barley, Wheat and Oats.


June 16, 2007 - Last day for Emergency Loan Applications under Presidential Major Disaster Declaration M1663.


Ongoing - Farm Loan Applications accepted, Continuous CRP signup. (DCP) Direct Countercyclical Program signup











