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Alaska State and County FSA Updates 
 

Alaska FSA Office 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

State Executive Director 

Danny Consenstein 
907-761-7738 
Fax: 907-761-7795 
Cell: 907-841-4890 
Email: 
danny.consenstein@ak.usda.gov 

Northern County Office 

PO Box 585 
Delta Junction, AK 99737 

County Executive 
Director/Farm Loan Officer 

Lloyd Wilhelm 
907-895-4242 
Fax: 907-895-5003 
Email: 
lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov 

Alaska FSA State Director News 

Welcome Erin Sturdivant,  New Southern County Executive Director!  

As many of you know, Doug Carter, our last County Executive Director, 
retired in December, 2012.  Doug did a great job helping producers with 
loans, farm programs, and accessing other USDA resources.  Because of 
budget cuts, his position remained vacant until last week, when we were 
pleased to hire Erin Sturdivant.   Erin grew up in Western Nebraska on a 
wheat farm.  She went to the University of Nebraska, in Lincoln, and earned 
her degrees in Ag Business/Ag Economics with a minor in Animal 
Science.  She has worked in several ag sectors, including dairy, swine, 
custom harvesting and cooperative extension.  Before moving to Alaska four 
years ago, she worked in an FSA office in Wyoming.  Since moving to 
Alaska, she now has a small hobby farm with her family and they are always 
trying something new.  This year, it’s bees!   She will spend the first few 
months in the Palmer FSA office learning about the new Farm Bill programs, 
and FSA’s new software systems.  But soon you will see her on the road, 
from the Valley, to the Kenai, Kodiak, and SE Alaska, visiting and learning 
from Alaska’s innovative producers.  We’re excited to have her on the 
team!  If you’re in Palmer, please stop in and introduce yourself to Erin.  
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Southern County Office 

800 W Evergreen, Ste 216 
Palmer, AK 99645 
 
County Executive Director 

Erin Sturdivant 
907-761-7754 
Fax: 907-761-7788 
Email: 
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov 

Farm Loan Manager 

Jeff Curry 
907-761-7773 
Fax: 907-761-7789 
Email: jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov  

Hours Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Committee Meetings: 

Northern Co. check AK website 
Southern Co. check AK website   

 

Save Time - Make an Appointment with 
FSA 

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be 
related signups and in some cases multiple management decisions that 
need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure 
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full 
attention to your important business needs, please call our office ahead of 
your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or 
documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your 
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app . 

 

 

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website 
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on 
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized 
and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov and/or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak. 

 

New Farm Bill Provides Permanent Livestock Disaster 
Assistance Programs 

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) permanent programs and provides retroactive authority to cover eligible 
losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.  
  
LFP provides compensation to eligible producers who suffered grazing losses due to drought and fire. LIP 
provides compensation to livestock producers who suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality 
due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the Federal Government or 
protected by Federal law, including wolves and avian predators.  
  
USDA is determined to make implementing the livestock disaster programs a top priority and plans to open 

mailto:erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov
mailto:jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak


program enrollment by April 15, 2014.  
  
As USDA begins implementing the livestock disaster assistance programs, producers should record all pertinent 
information of natural disaster consequences, including:  
  
• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by photographs or 
video records of ownership and losses 
• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts 
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures 
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed 
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records 
  
Many producers still have questions. USDA is in the process of interpreting Farm Bill program regulations. 
Additional information will be provided once the enrollment period is announced. In the meantime, producers can 
review the LIP and LFP Fact Sheets. Thanks for your patience as USDA works diligently to put Farm Bill 
programs into action to benefit the farmers and ranchers of rural America.  

 

USDA Encourages Early Registration for FSA Programs 

USDA recommends that farmers and ranchers register in advance for FSA programs in order to improve the 
sign-up process and expedite implementation of programs. Producers are encouraged to report farm records and 
business structure changes to a local FSA Service Center before April 15, 2014.   

Examples of updates or changes to report include: 
• New producers or producers who have not reported farm records to FSA. 
• Producers who have recently bought, sold or rented land.  Those producers need to ensure that changes have 
been reported and properly recorded by local FSA county office personnel. Reports of purchased or sold 
property should include a copy of the land deed, and if land has been leased, then documentation should be 
provided that indicates the producer had/has control of the acreage. 
• Producers that have changed business structures (e.g. formed a partnership or LLC) need to ensure that these 
relationships and shares are properly recorded with FSA.  Even family farms that have records on file may want 
to ensure that this is recorded accurately as it may impact payment limits. 

Farm records can be updated during business hours at FSA Service Centers that administer the county where 
the farm or ranch is located. Producers can contact their local FSA Service Center in advance to find out what 
paperwork they may need.  In addition, bank account information should be supplied or updated if necessary to 
ensure that producers receive payments as quickly as possible through direct deposit.  

For further information about our disaster programs and USDA’s Farm Bill implementation plan, visit FSA’s 2014 
Farm Bill Web page.  FSA Service Center locations can be found on the FSA website.  

 

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunites for Producers 

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.    

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 

• Elimination of loan term limits for guaranteed operating loans. 

http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html


• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a qualifier 
instead of the median farm size.  
• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct 
Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 percent.  
• Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership down payments from $225,000 to $300,000. 
• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 
• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the 
federal government. 
• Increase of the guarantee amount on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for socially 
disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers. 
• Microloans will not count toward loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers. 

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs 

 

Direct Loan Changes 

Changes were made to the interest rate charged on loans where FSA provides 50 percent or less on jointly 
financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans. The interest rate will be 
the greater of 2.5 percent or the current interest rate for direct Farm Ownership loans minus 2 percent, as a fixed 
rate for the duration of the loan.  At present, the April direct Farm Ownership rate is 4.00 percent.  Because the 
2.5 percent floor is greater than subtracting 2 percent from the current direct farm ownership loan rate, the rate 
for Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans in April is 2.50 percent.  

 

USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.   

Additionally, Farm Storage and Facility Loans security requirements have been eased for loans between $50,000 
and $100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 required a promissory note and additional security, 
such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $100,000 can be secured by only a promissory note.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

 

AskFSA 

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no 
matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and 
ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  

• Access our knowledge base 24/7  
• Receive answers to your questions faster  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  
FSA's self-service assistance anytime, anywhere! 

 

Selected Interest Rates for April 2014 

Farm Operating Loans - Direct - 2.000% 
Farm Ownership Loans – Direct - 4.000% 
Direct Farm Ownership – Joint Financing - 2.500% 
Farm Storage Facility – 7 year - 2.125% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.125%  

Dates to Remember 

April 15 - Signup Begins for FSA Disaster Programs (LIP, LFP, ELAP and TAP)  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have 
questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. For 
all other inquiries, please contact askfsa@usda.gov.  

If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our Frequently Asked Questions page or you may 
also Search our web site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are 
seeking. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Farm Service Agency. 
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