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COC ELECTIONS

The nomination period has closed.  Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in LAA’s holding elections in early November.
Youth Loan Projects
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other youth organizations. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

· Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

· Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

· Live in the open country or in a town of less than 10,000 people 

· Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

· Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above 

· Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The project supervisor must recommend the project and the loan, along with providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office. We'll help prepare and process the application forms and answer any questions you may have about the program.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes">  Remember, </span>FSA is an equal opportunity lender.

FARM SECURITY AND RURAL INVESTMENT ACT OF 2002

Provided marketing assistance loans, LDP’s, and DCP contracts through 2007 fiscal year.  Without future authority through the new Farm Bill FSA offices will not be accepting applications for 2008 participation in these programs. Watch for future developments and news releases as information comes available.
REPORTING CHANGES

Remember to notify us if your address has changed.  If you wish to discontinue receiving this newsletter, please notify us either by email or by calling the toll-free number.  You can also receive this newsletter by email – just contact either the Southern or Northern County Office depending on where your farm is located.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

	Dates to Remember

	Sept. 3, 2007
	Labor Day – Office closed

	Sept. 17 – 21, 2007
	Staff training – Office closed

	Selected Interest Rates for

August  2007

	Farm Operating Loans — Direct
	5.50%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
	5.625%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher
	4.0%

	Emergency Loans
	3.75%
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CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP)


President Bush signed legislation into law which will provide benefits to farmers who suffered quantity and quality losses from natural disasters and related conditions that occurred in 2005 and 2006.  Producers may choose only one year to receive benefits.


Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Non Insured Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of the loss will be eligible for CDP benefits.


A sign-up date has not yet been announced.


RISK MANAGEMENT





Crop Insurance is available for certain crops in Alaska.  The deadline to purchase coverage for forage is September 30, 2007.  More information is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rma.usda.gov" ��www.rma.usda.gov� or contact your crop insurance agent.


FSA 2007 NATIONAL COMPLIANCE AND SPOT CHECK REVIEW





FSA is committed to delivering accurate program payments to America’s agricultural producers.  The accuracy of payments not only benefits farmers and ranchers, but also maximizes taxpayer dollars and government efficiency.














As part of the 2007 National Compliance Review, FSA’s national office is requiring local FSA county offices to conduct compliance reviews and spot checks of certain producers selected by the national office through a statistical sampling method.  A statistical sample of FSA employees, County Committee (COC) and State Committee (STC) members have also been selected for review using this same process.


FSA may review a producer’s operation in multiple states and counties, depending on the scope of the producer’s operations.  FSA will review both the accuracy of the representations made the selected producers as well as the producer’s compliance with applicable program requirements.  The reviews may need to be conducted at various times throughout the year depending on the FSA programs in which the producer is participating.  FSA appreciates the cooperation of its customers as the agency continues to enhance its operations.


FSA’s goal is to ensure that program dollars are delivered effectively and efficiently so America’s farmers and ranchers can provide safe and abundant food, fiber and fuel for consumers at home and abroad.


CRP MAINTENANCE


Maintenance is required on one-third of your CRP contract acreage annually.  Now is the time to report your completed maintenance to your County Office. If you participated in Managed Haying – remember to report your yield.  Hay needs to be removed from fields no later than 


November 15.

















