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Crop Certification Deadline

For 2008, the final crop reporting dates have
been extended to August 15, 2008. Late fees
will not be applied if acreage reports are filed
by August 15 and all other reporting require-
ments are met.

Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage, can
prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm
Service Agency programs. All cropland on the
farm must be reported to receive benefits from
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, mar-
keting assistance loans and Loan Deficiency
Payments.

Report of acreage must account for all cropland
on a farm, whether idle or planted.

2008 DCP Signup Continues

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to
sign up for the 2008 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment Program (DCP). Producers
can fill out their 2008 DCP contract at any
USDA Farm Service Agency County Office.
Sign-up can also be completed online. You
can choose payment options, assign crop
shares and sign and submit contracts 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

FSA computes DCP payments using base
acres and payment yields established for each
farm. Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices. For 2008, eligible
producers may request to receive an advance
payment of 22 percent of the direct payment
for each commodity associated with the farm.
FSA will issue advance direct payments as
soon as practical after enroliment. Final direct
payments will be issued after Oct. 1, 2008.
Counter-cyclical payments vary depending on
market prices, and are issued only when the
effective price for a commodity is below its
target price (which takes into account the di-
rect payment rate, market price and loan rate).

For all eligibility requirements or addition in-
formation, contact your local office.

Buy-In Waiver for Supplemental Disaster
Assistance

Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for the
new disaster assistance programs by paying a
fee as required by the Food, Conservation and
Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act).

Ordinarily producers who wish to participate in
the new disaster programs would need crop
insurance or non-insured crop disaster assis-
tance (NAP) coverage on all farms in all coun-
ties in which they have an interest. Since the
2008 Act was enacted after the application pe-
riods had closed for those programs, produc-
ers who did not have insurance coverage
could not comply with this requirement in or-
der to be eligible. However, the 2008 Act au-
thorizes a waiver that allows producers to pay
a fee, called a "buy-in" fee, to be eligible for
the new disaster assistance programs.

The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16,
2008, 90 days after the date of enactment, as
required by the 2008 Act. Payment of the ap-
plicable fees will allow the producer to be eli-
gible for financial assistance under the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE), Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), and other disaster assistance pro-
grams. Those who miss this opportunity will
not be eligible for 2008 disaster assistance.
Producers are also reminded that the payment
of the applicable buy-in fee does not provide
the producer crop insurance or NAP coverage;
it only affords eligibility for the 2008 disaster
programs.

The buy-in fee for 2008 eligibility is $100 per
crop, but not more than $300 per producer per
county, or $900 total per producer for all coun-
ties less any previously paid fees for CAT
and/or NAP. Contact your local FSA County
Office for details or to pay applicable fees.



NAP Coverage — Plan for 2009

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.

NOTE: The application deadline date for

2009 NAP coverage has been extended to
Dec. 1, 2008 for those crops whose insur-
ance deadlines were prior to Dec. 1, 2008

Producers who already have coverage on 2008
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage
on the same crop or crops for 2009, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date. A new CCC-471, application
for coverage is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
Crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage

or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-

471 with signatures and pay the applicable ser-
vice fee.

Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify for
benefits:

= Timely file acreage reports and keep track
of harvested production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale weights or
other means of determining quantities of
hay are required.

= File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of
when a loss is apparent, due to drought,
hail, etc.

For more information on NAP coverage please
contact your nearest Farm Service Agency of-
fice.

Payment Limitations

USDA payments and benefits are subject to
producer eligibility and limitation provisions as
defined by law. Documents and forms to de-
termine eligibility and limitation are reviewed on
an annual basis.

It is the producer’s responsibility to report
changes in the farming operation that may af-

fect payment eligibility and payment limitation.
The following limitations apply to Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program payments for the
2008 contract year. For all covered commodi-
ties: $40,000 for direct payments and $65,000
for counter-cyclical payments.

The Environmental Quality Incentive Program
has a $450,000 payment limitation.

The Conservation Reserve Program annual
limit is $50,000 per person.

Entities such as corporations, limited partner-
ships, trusts and estates are required to provide
names, addresses, and ID numbers of their
members. These entities should also identify
every payment under more than one entity.

Adjusted Gross Income - Effective
through 2008, an individual or entity shall
not be eligible for certain program benefits
during a crop, program or fiscal year if both
of the following apply.

e The three-year average adjusted
gross income for the individual or
entity exceeds $2.5 million; and

e Less than 75 percent of the average
AGlI is derived from farming, ranch-
ing or forestry operations.

Reasonable Accommodations

Reasonable accommodations will be made,
upon request, for individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment or hearing impairment. If
special accommodations are required, please
call the Farm Service Agency county office
staff, and we will be happy to make any ar-
rangements that are necessary.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans
for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland
and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan
programs are designed to help producers who
are temporarily unable to obtain private or
commercial credit. In many cases, applicants
are beginning farmers who have insufficient
net worth to qualify for financing through a
commercial lender. In other instances, bor-
rowers might have suffered setbacks from
natural disasters or might be persons with lim-
ited resources.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans
may be obtained as direct loans for a maxi-
mum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans



can reach a maximum indebtedness of
$949,000. Emergency loans are always direct
loans for farmers who may have suffered
physical or production losses in disaster areas
designated by a Presidential or Secretarial
disaster declaration. Rural Youth Loans,
Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for so-
cially disadvantaged applicants are also avail-
able through FSA.

For detail information loan eligibility or the dif-
ferent available loan programs, just contact
the county office staff for an appointment with
a farm loan officer.

Beginning Farmers & Ranchers

If you are a farmer or rancher who has substan-
tially participated in the farming operation for at
least three years but no more than 10 years,
you may qualify for beginning farmer targeted
loan funds with the Farm Service Agency.

The program is designed to assist these farm-
ers by providing direct and guaranteed loans
when they are unable to obtain financing from
commercial credit sources.

If you believe this program could be of benefit
to you, please contact the county office for
more information. FSA loan officials will be
happy to arrange an appointment to meet with
you and discuss your options.

County Committee Elections

The Farm Service Agency is currently prepar-
ing a slate of candidates to be placed on the
county committee election ballot. Each year,
an election is held in a different LAA to replace
the committee member whose three-year term
is expiring. In counties with three LAAs, one
seat is up for election. In combined counties in
some years, two seats may be up for election.
The following are candidate eligibility require-
ments for becoming a COC member.

Candidate Eligibility

To hold office as a county committee member,
a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria
below:
e Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA
¢ Be eligible to vote in a county committee
election

¢ Reside in the LAA in which the person
is a candidate
¢ Not have been:

o0 Removed or disqualified from the
office of county committee member,
alternate or employee

0 Removed for cause from any public
office or have been convicted of
fraud, larceny, embezzlement or
any other felony

0 Dishonorably discharged from any
branch of the armed services.

Voting

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters begin-
ning Nov. 3, and must be returned to the
county office by the close of business on
Dec. 1, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 1,
2008.

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can
vote if they participate or cooperate in any
FSA program. A person who is not of legal
voting age but supervises and conducts the
farming operations on an entire farm can
also vote.

No one can be denied the right to vote be-
cause of race, color, national origin, sex, re-
ligion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation or marital or family status.

For additional clarification about county
committee elections, contact your local
county office staff.
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2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP)
Sign-up

The 2008 Farm Bill did not go into affect until June 18, 2008. And with USDA announcing the 2008 DCP sign-up
beginning June 25, 2008, many producers believe they have fulfilled their requirements with the Farm Service
Agency for 2008 at crop certification time.

In passed years, the DCP sign-up would have started months ago, but for the 2008 program year, the DCP sign-
up started June 25, 2008, and sign-up deadline is now September 30, 2008. USDA has also announced, with the
lateness of the 2008 program there will be no late file provisions.

If you are not sure of the status of your farms enrollment for 2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical (DCP) please con-
tact this office

New Farm Bill - Deadlines for Producers

, Sign-up Deadline:
2008 Crop and CRP Acreage Reporting Aﬁ’gu SF: 15, 2008
2008 Disaster Assistance “Buy-In” Fee Buy-InDeadline:
For 2008 Crops, producers must submit a “buy-in” fee September 16, 2008
to assure disaster program eligibility.
2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Sign-up Deadline:
Payment Program (DCP) September 30, 2008
2009 NAP Applications Sign-up Deadline:
Extended deadline for crops with NAP deadlines December 1, 2008

prior to December 1.




