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2007 DCP Sign-up Starts October 1st

Sign-up for the 2007 Di-
rect and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP) begins on
October |, 2006. The
contract to participate,
Form CCC-509, must be
submitted by June I, 2007,
to be considered timely.
All owners and operators
on the farm must sign the
CCC-509. Advance pay-
ments of 22% of the direct
DCP payment are avail-
able upon request payable
as early as December

2006.

Farm producers must ap-
ply for DCP on an annual
basis and can opt out of
the program for any year
if they so choose.
Producers must file the
following to be eligible for
DCP payments: annual
DCP contract (CCC-509),
a farm-operating plan
(CCC-502 and related
forms), an average ad-
justed gross income certi-
fication (CCC-526), a cer-
tification of compliance

with highly erodible land
and wetland conservation
provisions (AD-1026).

A certification of the acre-
age of all cropland on the
farm (FSA-578) is also
needed before final pay-
ments can be issued.
Forms with signatures that
are obtained after June |,
2007, but before Sept. 30,
2007, will be accepted,
but the farm will be as-
sessed a late-filing fee of

$100.
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County Committee

Nominations for the county
committee election were
due in the county office by
the close of business Aug. I.
The next step is the mailing
out of the ballots, which will
begin on Nov. 4. Voters have
until Dec. 4 to return their
ballots to the county office.
Elected committee members
and alternates take office on
Jan. |, 2006.

Prospective Voter Require-
ments:

If you're on the mailing list
for this newsletter, the
chances are you are an eligi-
ble voter. Anyone who
meets the requirements in |

Election

or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible
to vote.

I. Be of legal voting age and
participate or cooperate in
any FSA program, OR

2. Not of legal voting age,
but supervises and conducts
the farming operations on an
entire farm.

AND

3. Eligible to participate in
any FSA program that is pro-
vided for by law, regardless
of the status of funding.

This year, Barry County will
be conducting an election in
LAA | which includes Ozark,
Crane Creek, McDowell,
McDonald, Jenkins, Mineral,

Shell Knob, Roaring River,
Sugar Creek, White River #1
and White River #2 town-
ships. Voters whose major-
ity farming interest lies in
that area should receive
their ballots in early Novem-
ber. All farm operators and
landowners are eligible to
vote. Husbands and wives
who own land jointly are
eligible to vote individually.

If you believe you are an
eligible voter and you do not
receive a ballot, please con-
tact our office.
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Marketing Assistance Loan and LDP Program

There are changes to the
marketing assistance loan
(MAL) and loan deficiency
payment (LDP) program
which will affect the 2006
and subsequent crop
years.

Some of the changes:

e Beneficial interest
provisions — In the
past, loan program
regulations did not
state that a producer
loses beneficial inter-
estin a loan eligible
commodity when the
commodity is deliv-
ered to a dairy, feed-
lot, ethanol plant,
feed mill, wool pool
or other end-use facil-
ity. The regulations
were amended to state
that beneficial interest
is lost when a loan
eligible commodity is
delivered to one of
the previously men-
tioned facilities.

e LDP rates for com-
modities stored or
sold will be based on
the county where the
commodity is physi-
cally stored, mar-

keted, sold or fed. In
previous years, pro-
ducers requesting an
LDP on quantities
where beneficial in-
terest was lost were
given the LDP rate
based on the county
rate where the farm
records were adminis-
tered.

For the 2006 and sub-
sequent crop years,
producers who de-
liver commodities to
a CCC-approved, fed-
erally-, or state-
licensed warehouse
and place the com-
modity in open stor-
age must be able to
receive from the
warehouse a negotia-
ble warehouse receipt
or other form of ac-
ceptable production
evidence on which
the warehouse has
certified title and con-
trol remains with the
producer. Most Mis-
souri licensed ware-
houses do not issue
negotiable warehouse
receipts, so producers
will be required to

provide load sum-
mary sheets or deliv-
ery records with the
following statement
from the warehouse:
“Title and control
remain with the pro-
ducer and a negotia-
ble warehouse receipt
can be issued to the
producer for the
quantity physically
delivered to the ware-
house.” This state-
ment must be on the
summary sheets,
signed and dated by
the warehouseman, to
be considered accept-
able production evi-
dence. Producers
who do not provide a
negotiable warehouse
receipt or acceptable
production evidence
at the time of the LDP
request will receive a
certified LDP, which
will be subject to spot
check.

Please check with our
office if you have any

questions concerning

LDP’s or commodity

loans.

Livestock Assistance Grant Program

The Missouri Department  production losses due to
of Agriculture (MDA) will  certain drought condi-
be providing a total of tions in 2006.

$2.7 million in Livestock ~ Applications are available
Assistance grants to help  on MDA’s website at
Missouri livestock pro- www.mda.mo.gov, at lo-
ducers in 30 counties cal USDA Service Cen-
partially recover forage ters or local University

Extension Offices.
Further information may

be requested by calling
MDA at (573)-526-4727
or emailing
lagp@mda.mo.gov. Ap-
plications must be post-

marked by Nov. 17, 2006.




Emergency Conservation Program

ECP provides emergency
funding and technical as-
sistance for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate
farmland damaged by
natural disasters and for
carrying out emergency
water conservation meas-

ures in periods of severe
drought. As a general
rule, farmers and ranch-
ers use drought-related
ECP funds to drill new
wells or run additional
water lines to provide
water for their livestock.

The producer has to be
able to show that he or
she had access to a con-
sistent water supply be-
fore the drought.

Our office will be ac-
cepting applications for
ECP funds until Nov. 13,
2006.

NAP Deadline Approaching

The Non-Insured Crop
Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) deadline is
fast approaching for some
crops. NAP is designed
to reduce financial losses
that occur when natural

disasters cause a catas-
trophic loss of produc-
tion or prevented plant-
ing of an eligible crop by
providing coverage
equivalent to catastro-
phic, or "CAT," insur-

ance.

November 20, 2006 is
the final date for produc-
ers to obtain NAP cover-
age on peaches and
grapes. Contact FSA for

more information.

Payment Limitations

USDA payments and
benefits are subject to
producer eligibility and
limitation provisions as
defined by law. Docu-
ments and forms to de-
termine eligibility and
limitation once com-
pleted are reviewed on
an annual basis.

It is the producer’s re-
sponsibility to report
changes in the farming
operation that may affect
payment eligibility and
payment limitation.

The following limitations
apply to Direct and
Countercyclical Program
payments for each con-
tract year. For all cov-
ered commodities

(except peanuts): $40,000

for direct payments and
$65,000 for counter-
cyclical payments. For
peanuts: $40,000 for di-
rect payments and
$65,000 for counter-

cyclical payments.

The Environmental Qual-
ity Incentive Program has
a $450,000 payment limi-

tation.

The Conservation Re-
serve Program annual
limit is $50,000 per per-
son.

Entities such as corpora-
tions, limited partner-
ships, trusts and estates
are required to provide

names, addresses, and ID
numbers of their mem-

bers.

Adjusted Gross Income-
Effective through 2007,
an individual or entity
shall not be eligible for
certain program benefits
during a crop, program
or fiscal year if the fol-
lowing apply:

e The three-year aver-
age of the adjusted
gross income for the
individual or entity
exceeds $2.5 million;

and

® Less than 75 percent
of the average AGl is
derived from farming,
ranching or forestry

operations.
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The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its pro-
grams and activities on the
basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or
family status. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative
means for communication of
program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at 202-720-2600
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SV,
Washington, D.C., 20250-
9410, or call 202-720-5964
(voice or TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider.
and employer.

We're on the web!

www.fsa.usda.gov
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

The Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) is a joint
Federal-State land retire-
ment conservation pro-
gram targeted to address
local, State and Nationally
significant agriculture-
related environmental

concerns.

Under the CREP agree-
ment, landowners may
enroll eligible land into
the program for 10-15
years. The land must be
removed from agricul-
tural production and es-
tablished to an approved
vegetative cover as rec-
ommended by FSA and
the Natural Resource
Conservation Service
(NRCS). In return, land-
owners receive the an-
nual rental payments, plus
cost-share assistance for
up to 50 percent of the

cost to establish the ap-
proved cover. In addi-
tion, state-funded incen-
tive payments of $125-
$325 per acre are avail-

able.

For land to be eligible, it
must have been owned
or operated for at least
one year prior to enroll-
ment and must be physi-
cally and legally capable of
being cropped. Although
the program normally
targets land with crop-
ping history, pasture land
adjacent to streams,
ponds or other water

source may be enrolled.

For more information
contact the USDA Ser-

vice Center.

Dates to Remember

Oct. 1 2007 DCP signup
begins
Nov. 13 Deadline to apply

for Emergency
Conservation
Program

Committee elec-
tion ballots
mailed

Nov. 4

USDA Service
Center closed for
Veteran’s Day

Nov. 10

Deadline to ob-
tain NAP on
peaches and

grapes

Nov. 20

USDA Service
Center closed for
Thanksgiving
Day

Nov. 23

Deadline to re-
turn election
ballots

Dec. 4




