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USDA's Farm Service Agency to Begin Accepting Applications for New Biomass Crop Assistance Program
The New Hampshire State Executive Director for the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), Jay Phinizy, announced that biomass conversion facilities (BCF) may begin to apply for qualification under the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP).  This allows producers or owners of eligible material who sell to these facilities to apply for matching payments under the collection, harvest, storage and transportation (CHST) component of BCAP.  The purpose of the matching payments is to assist biomass producers with the CHST cost of delivering biomass to a qualified biomass conversion facility.
BCF’s are facilities that convert eligible material into heat, power, biobased CHST products, advanced biofuels, or any combination of these.  Biomass conversion facilities may become “qualified” by signing an Agreement with the FSA state office.  The Agreement generally provides the framework that facilitates the making of CHST matching payments to eligible material owners or producers who plan to deliver biomass to that facility.

An eligible material owner is a person or entity that has the legal right to collect or harvest eligible material and has legal ownership of such material for delivery and sale to a CHST-qualified BCF.  Before the eligible material is delivered to a qualified facility, material owners must signup for the program at their local FSA county office.  An agreement between material owners and the qualified biomass conversion facility must be provided as part of the initial program application.  Then, after delivering the product, the material owner must provide FSA with documentation of product quantity, quality, and payment rate.  County offices will validate payment requests information provided under the terms of the Agreement with the qualified biomass conversion facility before making any payments. 

Matching CHST payments, not to exceed $45, are paid per dry-ton equivalent received from a qualified biomass conversion facility.  An eligible material owner may receive payments for a period of two years. 

Eligible material owners should visit FSA's BCAP website, http://www.fsa.usda.gov/energy , for a description of eligible material and a list of FSA qualified BCF's.  Contact your local FSA Service Center for additional information or to apply for the CHST matching payments program.

New Hampshire Biomass conversion facilities interested in becoming qualified should contact the FSA state office at the JC Cleveland Federal Building, 53 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH, 03301 or call 603-224-7941.  Facilities can also visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/energy for more information and to download the Agreement.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272(voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD)

New Hampshire


Farm Service Agency





JC Cleveland Federal Building


53 Pleasant Street, Rm 1601


Concord, NH  03301


603-224-7941














�











