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Firearms and Dangerous 
Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 
USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency 
Offices are Off Limits for Firearms 

This is an important reminder to all customers and 
patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices 
and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms 
are forbidden (even with a permit/license) in Federal 
Buildings. A Federal Building by definition is any 
building owned, leased or rented by the Federal 
Government, where Federal employees are regularly 
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Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.   

present for the purpose of performing their official 
duties. 

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities 
include any item prohibited by any applicable 
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, 
as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, 
or other destructive devices (including their individual 
parts or components) designed, redesigned, used, 
intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, 
death, or property damage. Possession of firearms 
and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as 
outline above is a crime punishable by fines and 
imprisonment. 

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal 
facilities, please view and/or download the document 
titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An 
Interagency Security Committee Standard: 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-
items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf. 
The lists of prohibited items outlined in this 
document apply to all facility occupants, 
contractors, and the visiting public. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this 
notification, please contact your local Farm Service 
Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

 

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not 
Actively Engaged in Farming  
USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers 
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and 
authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm 
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still 
received payments. 

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and 
joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments, which did 
not substantially contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one 
farm manager, and requires measureable, documented hours and key management activities each 
year. Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying 
managers under limited conditions. The changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop 
years for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance 
Loan program. 

As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related 
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop 
year for most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop 
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year to comply. For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service 
Agency office.  

 

Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Began 
Dec. 7 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that producers who chose coverage from the 
safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county offices to sign 
contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2016. 

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Improves Access to Capital for Tribal Farmlands with 
Multiple Owners 
New Program Allows More Farm Loans for “Highly Fractionated” Tribal Land 

USDA announced that it is expanding the availability of farm loans for Indian tribes and members to 
purchase tribal farmland that has multiple owners. The improved lending opportunities are possible 
due to new authority granted by the 2014 Farm Bill, which allows USDA to provide revolving loan 
funds to qualified intermediary lenders that can relend the funds to qualified tribes and individuals. 
The program became available Dec.1, 2015.   

As a direct result of more than a dozen tribal meetings across the country, USDA is able to 
implement a solution to a longstanding barrier to financing, which will increase the availability of 
farm loans to Native Americans who want to start or expand a farming or ranching operation on 
Indian lands. 

Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided and allotted to individual tribal 
members such that with the passing of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled 
among heirs, while the land was not. As a result, land once owned by a single person could today 
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be owned by hundreds or thousands of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated 
Indian land.” In many instances, landowners are unknown or cannot be located, which complicates 
the coordination of ownership or prevents the use of the property altogether. There are more than 
245,000 owners of three million fractionated land interests, spanning approximately 150 Indian 
reservations. 

Under the rules published today, USDA will now allow tribes and tribal members to submit a farm 
loan application to an intermediary lender. To participate, intermediary lenders first must be 
approved by USDA. The lenders may be private and tribal nonprofit corporations, public agencies, 
Indian tribes, or lenders subject to federal or state regulation (such as a credit union or other 
financial institution). FSA will lend to the intermediary, which will relend to the applicant. The 
intermediary lender also will administer the loan for the applicant.   

Additional information on guidelines and criteria for intermediate lenders and how to file a loan 
application under Highly Fractionated Indian Land loan program will be shared Dec. 7, 2015 at the 
Intertribal Agriculture Council (IAC) meeting and Tribal consultation in Las Vegas, Nev. For more 
information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA county office. To find the 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.   

USDA also has opened a 90-day period for the public to submit comments on this program.  Written 
comments must be submitted by Feb. 29, 2016, at www.regulations.gov, using Regulation Identifier 
Number 0560-AI32.  

 

USDA Begins 49th Enrollment Period for the Conservation 
Reserve Program 
December 2015 Marks 30th Anniversary for the Nation’s Most Successful Voluntary Conservation 
Program  

Farmers and ranchers are reminded that the next general enrollment period for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) started Dec. 1, 2015, and ends on Feb. 26, 2016. December 2015 also 
marks the 30th anniversary of CRP, a federally funded program that assists agricultural producers 
with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve 
water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. 

As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in CRP. CRP also is protecting more than 
170,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 7 times. 
For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across the U.S., visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at #CRPis30. 

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved 
grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with 
rental payments and cost-share assistance. At times when commodity prices are low, enrolling 
sensitive lands in CRP can be especially attractive to farmers and ranchers, as it softens the 
economic hardship for landowners at the same time that it provides ecological benefits. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish native 
plant species on marginal agricultural lands for the primary purpose of preventing soil erosion and 
improving water quality and related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife habitat. 

Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2016. Producers with expiring 
contracts or producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options 
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under CRP. 

Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:  

• Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, enough soil to fill 600 million dump 
trucks; 

• Reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 
85 percent respectively; 

• Sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road. 

Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored wetlands. 

For more information FSA conservation programs, visit a local FSA office or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and 
services that serve new and beginning farmers and ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also 
announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with 
programs and resources available to help them get started.  

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.  

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet. 

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
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agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.  

This announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 

USDA Offers Help to Fire-Affected Farmers and Ranchers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers and ranchers affected by the recent 
wildfires in Alaska, California, Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington State that USDA has 
programs to assist with their recovery efforts.  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist farmers and ranchers who lost livestock, grazing land, 
fences or eligible trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster. FSA administers a suite 
of safety-net programs to help producers recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock 
Indemnity Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program,  the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, and the Tree Assistance Program.  

In addition, the FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides funding and technical assistance 
for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. Producers located in 
counties that received a primary or contiguous disaster designation are eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses. Compensation is also 
available to producers who purchased coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, which protects non-insurable crops against natural disasters that result in lower yields, 
crop losses or prevented planting.  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can assist producers with damaged grazing 
land as well as farmers, ranchers and forestland owners who find themselves in emergency 
situations caused by natural disasters. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
provides financial assistance to producers who agree to defer grazing on damaged land for two 
years. In the event that presidentially declared natural disasters, such as wildfires, lead to imminent 
threats to life and property, NRCS can assist local government sponsors with the cost of 
implementing conservation practices to address natural resource concerns and hazards through the 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  

Farmers and ranchers with coverage through the federal crop insurance program administered by 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) should contact their crop insurance agent to discuss losses 
due to fire or other natural causes of loss. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through 
private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service 
Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. 

When wildfires destroy or severely damage residential property, Rural Development (RD) can assist 
with providing priority hardship application processing for single family housing. Under a disaster 
designation, RD can issue a priority letter for next available multi-family housing units. RD also 
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provides low-interest loans to community facilities, water environmental programs, businesses and 
cooperatives and to rural utilities.  

For the first time in its 110-year history, the Forest Service, part of USDA, is spending more 
than 50 percent of its budget to suppress the nation's wildfires.  

Today, fire seasons are 78 days longer than in the 1970s. Since 2000, at least 10 states have had 
their largest fires on record. This year, there have been more than 46,000 fires. Increasing 
development near forest boundaries also drives up costs, as more than 46 million homes and more 
than 70,000 communities are at risk from wildfire in the United States.  

Visit http://go.usa.gov/3eDeF to learn more about USDA disaster preparedness and response.  For 
more information on USDA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center. To find your local USDA Service Center go to http://offices.usda.gov  

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher 
levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection." 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.  For NAP sales closing dates applicable to California, visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/2016_17_napdates.pdf 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 
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Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.   

 

Report Livestock Losses by Jan. 30, 2016 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.   

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A 
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later 
than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:  

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation  

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 
30, 2016 

• An application for payment by January 30, 2016.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 



write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us 

STAY CONNECTED: 

      

  
 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:  
Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/130306b?reqfrom=share
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=contact&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://twitter.com/usdafsa
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
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