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Tree planting is available under the following ranking point categories:

10 points –N1a -Planting a solid stand of loblolly pines, Virginia pine, white pine, and/or shortleaf pine, at a rate of more than 550 trees.

50 points – N1a –Planting a loblolly pine, shortleaf pine, white pine, and or Virginia pine at a rate of 500 to 550 trees per acre depending on the site index with 10 to 20 % openings managed to an approved native grass cover; openings are not be less than 2 acres or more than 5 acres in size for fields 20 acres or larger; field edges or firebreaks can be used as openings as long as they are at least 30 feet wide; and natural regeneration of native herbaceous grasses or shrubs may be used in the openings.

5 points – N1B – annual of permanent wildlife food plot (CP12) that remains in the location for the CRP-1 length or rotated (location changes during CRP-1 length.  CP12 food plots must be 10% of a field, not to exceed 5 acres per field.

30 points – N4 – Enduring benefits – new pine plantings under this practice
Specifications:

1.  Tree seedlings must be properly cared for and planted according to TN. Division of Forestry guidelines.
2.  Subsoiling may be required to break up compacted subsurface layers (plowpans or agripans) as deemed necessary.  Subsoil (single pass) to a depth of 18 inches in passes parallel to the contour of the land at the same distance apart as tree seedling spacing recommended by the forester.  Subsoiling is not required on slopes exceeding a 20% gradient.

3.  An approved temporary cover may be required to be established if the contract is approved outside of a designated planting period and erosion may occur.

4. In all cases control of erosion must be maintained until forest litter is present to protect the site.

5.  Control of Johnsongrass and other weeds must be controlled for survival and establishment of tree seedlings.  Mechanical weed control (such as rotary mowing) alone is not authorized. 

6. At least one management practice in the mid contract period will be required to be performed in the openings. Options include strip disking, strip herbiciding, legume interseeding, or prescribed burning 



In General Signup 33, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practice.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method or ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP3 practice is to establish a stand of trees in a timber planting that will enhance environmental benefits.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint, write U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.



