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In General Signup 33, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method or ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP3A is to establish a stand of hardwood and timber planting to enhance environmental benefits (EBI).   
The applicant selects the contract length that can range from 10 to 15y ears. 

Existing tree area available as a practice option for the CRP under the following ranking point categories:

· 10 points – N1a-Established solid stand of nonmast-producing hardwood species
· 20 points – N1a- Established solid stand of a single hard mast-producing species
· 30 points – N1a- Established mixed stand (2 species) of hardwoods best suited for wildlife in the area

· 50 points – N1a –Mixed stand of 3 or more best suited for wildlife in the area

· 5 points – N1b – Annual or perennial wildlife food plot (CP12) that remains in the location for the CRP-1 length or rotated (location changes during CRP-1 length).  CP12 food plots must be 10% of a field not to exceed 5 acres per field to earn points.

· 20 points – N1b Conversion of at least 51% of an expiring CRP contract of fescue or bermudagrass to the establishment of hardwoods under this practice.
· 50 points – N4 – Enduring benefits – new hardwood plantings under this practice.
Specifications:
1. At least 302 hardwood seedlings per acre (12 feet x 12 feet spacing) must be planted, and no more than 436 (10 x 10) may be planted.
2. Seedlings must be properly cared for and planted according to TN. Division of Forestry guidelines. 

3.  Subsoiling may be required to break up compacted subsurface layers (plowpans or agripans) as deemed necessary.  Subsoil (single pass) to a depth of 18 inches in passes parallel to the contour of the land at the same distance apart as tree seedling spacing recommended by the forester.  Subsoiling is not required on slopes exceeding a 20% gradient.

4.  An approved temporary cover may be 
required to be established if the contract 
is approved outside of a designated 
planting period and erosion may occur.

      5.   In all cases control of erosion must be 
maintained until forest litter is present to 
protect the site.

      6.  Control of Johnsongrass and other weeds 
must be controlled for survival and 
establishment of tree seedlings when 
planting hardwoods

Mechanical control (such as rotary 
mowing) alone is not authorized. 

      7.  No Mid Contract Management Required
      8.  The applicant and conservation planner 
must select from the approved list of 
hardwood species available at the local 
FSA office.  Soil and site conditions must 
be considered when planting hardwoods.
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