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Apply this practice to eligible cropland, 66 to 200 feet wide (1-3 chains) that is suitably located and adapted to establishment of wildlife habitat.   This practice has a contract length from 10 to 15 years as determined by the applicant.   

The following are approved per acre planting mixtures for CP4B.  Contact the USDA Service Center for a list of approved trees/shrubs.  
40 points

· Mixture #1: 5 lbs. orchardgrass, 4 lbs. timothy, 2 lbs. red or white clover, min. of 33% of corridor in 1 shrub/ tree species.
· Mixture #2: 2 lbs. redtop, 2 lbs. timothy, min. 33% of corridor in 2 shrub and/or tree species.

· Mixture #3: 5 lbs. orchardgrass, 4 lbs. timothy, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, 33% of corridor in 1 shrub/tree species.
· Mixture #4: 2 lbs. redtop, 2 lbs. timothy, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, min. 33% of corridor in 1 shrub or tree species.

· Mixture #5: 8 lbs. orchardgrass, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, min. 33% of corridor in 2 shrub and/or tree species.  

· Mixture #6: 100% of corridor acreage in 4 species of shrubs and/or trees.

The grass portion of mixtures 3, 4, and 5 has a spring planting period of February 20- April 1.  The grass portion of mixtures 1 and 2 has the spring period, or a fall period of August 15-October 1.  All trees and shrubs have a planting date December 1-April 1.   
50 points

· Mixture#1: 2 lbs. PLS Big Bluestem, 2 lbs. PLS Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. PLS Switchgrass, 1.0 lb. Partridge Pea, Maximilian sunflower or Illinois bundleflower, and min. 33% of corridor acreage in 1 shrub or tree species.
· Mixture #2: 3 lbs. PLS Little Bluestem, 1 lb. Sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. PLS Indiangrass, 1.0 lb. Partridge Pea, Maximilian sunflower or Illinois bundleflower and min. 33% corridor acreage in 1 shrub and/or tree species.
· Mixture #3: 2 lbs. PLS Little Bluestem, 2 lbs. PLS Sideoats grama, 0.5 lbs. PLS Switchgrass, min. 33% corridor acreage in 2 species of shrubs and/or trees.
· Mixture #4: 1.5 lbs. PLS Little Bluestem, 1.5 lbs. PLS Sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. PLS Big Bluestem, 0.5 lb. PLS Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. PLS Switchgrass, 1lb. Partridge Pea or Illinois Bundleflower, and min. 33% corridor in 1 shrub or tree species.
· Mixture#5: 100% of corridor acreage in 5 shrub and/or tree species.
These native grass mixtures have a planting date of March 1 to July 1.  Trees and shrubs have a planting date December to April 1.    

SPECIFICATIONS

The following establishment specifications are required and will be specified in the CRP conservation plan as part of the contract:

1. A soil test within 24 months prior to planting to determine lime and fertilizer needs.  Soil test will be based on University of Tennessee standard methods, except lime and fertilizer will not be required for native grasses, shrubs or tree plantings.  

2. Conventional seedbed preparation (plowing and disking or harrowing) will be allowed on recently cropped flatter slopes.  After disking, the field must be allowed to settle unless a cultipacker is used to firm the seedbed.

3. Herbicide applications may be required to control any weeds or vegetation existing prior to planting.
4. An approved temporary cover may be required for contracts approved outside of the planting date and erosion may occur.
5. Control of weed competition for at least the first growing season after planting may consist of mowing or the use of a post-emergent herbicide in the herbaceous portion of the corridor.  

6. An adequate stand of grasses must be successfully established as outlined in conservation plan.  Tree and/or shrub plantings require a minimum of 60% survival after the second growing season.  
7. The herbaceous portion of the corridor is required to be maintained in herbaceous cover for the life of the contract.  

8. This practice does not require a mid-contract management treatment to be performed.
In General Signup 33, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method of ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP4B practice is to establish a permanent wildlife corridor between 2 existing wildlife habitat areas that are not connected by a suitable corridor for environmental benefits and enhance the wildlife in the designated area. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint, write U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.



