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REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service Agency.  If you require special accommodations, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to make any needed arrangements.

APPLICATIONS FOR FSA FARM LOAN ASSISTANCE

Farmers and ranchers who intend to apply to Farm Service Agency for loan assistance for the upcoming crop year are encouraged to file an application as early as possible so that planting decisions can be made. Interested individuals should contact FSA to find out what is required in order to have a complete loan application on file as decisions on loans cannot be made until a complete application is received.
FARM LOAN YEAR-END REVIEWS
Producers who have a farm loan with FSA are reminded they must provide data for the Year-End Analysis (YEA) to their loan officer each year.  Borrowers are urged to provide this information timely so that their files can be accurately maintained.  
Please contact your FSA office to schedule an appointment for your YEA.

DAIRY DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM III

Eligible dairy producers may apply to receive DDAP-III benefits beginning December 3, 2007.  A producer’s operation must be in a county designated a major disaster area by the Secretary of Agriculture between January 1, 2005 and February 28, 2007.  Counties contiguous to such counties will also be eligible.  Producers in counties declared disasters by the President may be eligible, even though agricultural loss was not covered by the declaration, if there has been a FSA Administrator’s Physical Loss Notice covering such losses.
· Producers must have produced and marketed milk any time between January 1, 2005 and February 28, 2007;

· Producers must have suffered dairy production losses attributed to the declared natural disaster during the eligible period in an approved area; and

· Producers must provide proof of monthly milk production commercially marketed by all persons in the eligible dairy operation during the applicable milk marketing calendar year and claim period.

2007 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will begin distribution of the 2007 Census of Agriculture later this month, thereby allowing America’s farmers and ranchers the opportunity to participate in shaping the future of agriculture.

Conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Census is a complete count of the nation’s farms and ranches and the people who operate them.  According the NASS, the Census of Agriculture provides information that is not available elsewhere.  The last Ag Census was conducted in 2002.
NASS will mail out census forms on December 28, 2007 to collect data for the 2007 calendar year.  Completed forms are due by February 4, 2008.  Producers can return their forms by mail or, for the first time, online via a secure website at http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/. 
Policy makers use census data for decisions concerning agricultural and rural programs.  Community planners use census information to target delivery of local services.  Companies rely on census data when determining where to locate their operations.  And farmers look at census data when deciding to make changes in their production strategies.

USDA eAuthentication System changes

The USDA eAuthentication system has changed its password requirements.  These changes are meant to enhance the security of your eAuthentication account, making it more difficult for someone to obtain unauthorized access.  Please log on the eAuthentication system and click on “FAQ” for complete password rules and policies.
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The Alaska Farm Service Agency staff wishes you a happy holiday season and a prosperous New Year.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

INFORMATION FOR ALL USDA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

Information is available online @ www.usda.gov
and @ www.fsa.usda.gov
Alaska State FSA Office
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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS


The votes have been counted and the results are as follows:





SOUTHERN COUNTY





LAA-4:





Kevin Adams, COC member


Charles Treinen, Alternate





LAA-5:





Heidi Babic, COC member


Thomas McAllister, Alternate


Thomas Henderson, Alternate





NORTHERN COUNTY





LAA-1:





Theodore Katcheak, COC member


Rick Wolf, Alternate





LAA-2:





Mark Kern, COC member


Micheal Martin, Alternate.





Congratulations!





The newly elected COC members will begin their 3-year term January 1, 2008.





Thanks to all who participated in the elections.








DISASTER PROGRAM SIGN-UP CONTINUES





The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) sign-up for quantity losses began October 15, 2007.  Producers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must choose only one year to apply for benefits.  Participants may apply for loss benefits on multiple commodities as long as the losses occurred in the same crop year.





Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for CDP benefits.  Producers must have suffered quantity losses in excess of 35 percent to be eligible for CDP.
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