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Indiana Farm Service Agency Announces Emergency Conservation Program Signup

INDIANAPOLIS, IN June 20, 2008-Kenneth Culp, Executive Director of USDA’s Farm Service Agency in Indiana announced today that signup for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) will begin Monday June 23, 2008. A flood has caused severe damage in several Indiana areas.  Farms and ranches suffering severe damage may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Indiana Farm Service Agency (FSA) if the damage:

· Will be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive agricultural use

· Is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area

· Affects the productive capacity of the farmland

· Will impair or endanger the land.

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of restoration measures.  No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence.  The following types of measures may be eligible:

· Removing debris from farmland

· Grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland

· Restoring permanent fences

· Restoring conservation structures and other similar installations.

Producers who have suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance from June 23, 2008 to July 11, 2008.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met:

· An application for cost-share assistance has been filed

· The local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the damaged area

· The Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), has made a need determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation.

Please contact your local Farm Service Agency for more information.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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