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FSA SIGNATURE PoLICcY

Using the correct signature when doing busi-
ness with FSA can save time and prevent a
delay in program benefits. The following are
FSA signature guidelines:
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A married woman shall sign her
given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs.
John Doe

For a minor, FSA requires the minor’
signature and one from an eligible
parent. Note, by signing the appli-
cable document, the parent is liable
for actions of the minor and may be
liable for refunds, liquidated dam-
ages, etc

When signing on one’s behalf the
signature must agree with the name
typed or printed on the form, or be a
variation that does not cause the
name and signature to be in dis-
agreement. Example - John W.
Smith is on the form. The signature
may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith
or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may
be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith,
M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc

FAXED signatures will be accepted
for certain forms and other docu-
ments provided the acceptable
program forms are approved for
FAXED signatures. Producers are
responsible for the successful
transmission and receipt of FAXED
information.

Examples of documents not ap-
proved for FAXED signatures
include:
0 Promissory note
0 Assignment of payment
o0 Joint payment authoriza-
tion
o NAP actual production
history and approved

yield record
o0 Acknowledgement of
commodity certificate

programs in which either has an inter-
est, unless written notification denying
a spouse this authority has been pro-
vided to the county office

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of
each other as an authorized signatory
for partnerships, joint ventures, corpo-
rations, or other similar entities

e All members of a general partnership
must sign for the general partnership
unless an individual is authorized to
act on the behalf of the general part-
nership and bind all members

e Spouses may sign on behalf of each
other’s individual interest in a partner-
ship, unless notification denying a
spouse that authority is provided to
the county office

e Acceptable signatures for general
partnerships, join ventures, corpora-
tions, estates, and trusts shall consist
of an indicator “by” or “for” the individ-
ual's name, individual's name and
capacity, or individual's name, capac-
ity, and name of entity

For additional clarification on proper signa-
tures contact your local FSA office.

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION

Just a reminder: Be watching your mailbox for
your official county office committee election
ballot starting early next month. Ballots will
be mailed to all eligible voters starting on
November 2, 2007. If, for some reason, you
don't receive a ballot, feel free to notify the
county FSA office. Completed and signed
ballots are due back in the county office by
the close of business on December 3,
2007.



NAP DEADLINE APPROACHING

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) deadline for fall seeded crops
is approaching. NAP is designed to reduce
financial losses that occur when natural disas-
ters cause a catastrophic loss of production
for an eligible crop by providing coverage
equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.

October 31% is the final date for purchasing
NAP for forage, and December 1% is the final
date for purchasing NAP for grazing.

Producers who had NAP coverage may
choose to continue coverage on the same
crops for next year, if the applicable service
fee is submitted by the application closing
date. A new form CCC-471, Application for
Coverage, is not required to be signed when
applying for continuous coverage of the same
crops.

Producers who choose to add or delete a crop
from the previous year's coverage or changing
crop shares must file a new CCC-471, with
signatures, and pay the applicable service fee.
Producers with NAP coverage are required to
1) file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of when
a loss is apparent; 2) timely file acreage re-
ports; and 3) keep track of harvested
production using acceptable methods.

REPORTING LOSSES

If you had any failed crop acres, give serious
thought to reporting them before destroying
crop evidence. If Congress authorizes a crop
disaster program in the future, proof of failed
acreage may be required for your participa-
tion.

It's important to report failed acreage not
brought to harvest to the county office staff
prior to destruction. Ensuring that failed acres
are documented could be the determining
factor in whether you are eligible for future
crop disaster program payments.

If you are experiencing low crop yields, you
should keep good production records, but you
don’t need to report this acreage right now.

Selected Interest Rates for
September 2007

90-Day Treasury Bill 5.000%
Farm Operating - Direct 5.125%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.375%
Limited Resource 5.000%
Farm Ownership - Beginning

Farmer or Rancher Down Pym 4.000%
Emergency 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility 4.625%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present | 4.875%

YOUTH LOAN PROJECTS

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to
rural youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Pro-
jects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce suf-
ficient income to repay the loan and provide
the youth with practical business and educa-
tional experience. The maximum loan amount
is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States
(which includes Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien

e Be 10 years to 20 years of age

e Live in the open country or in a town
of less than 10,000 people

e Be unable to get a loan from other
sources

e Conduct a modest income-producing
project in a supervised program of
work as outlined above

e Demonstrate capability of planning,
managing and operating the project
under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor. The project supervisor
must recommend the project and the
loan, along with providing adequate
supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing
and processing the application forms. The
FSA staff can help you with questions you
may have about a particular program.



LIVESTOCK DISASTER PROGRAMS

The new Livestock Compensation Program
(LCP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
sign-up opened September 10. Eligible ranch-
ers and other livestock producers can apply to
receive LCP compensation for feed losses or
LIP for livestock losses occurring between
Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, due to a
natural disaster. If interested in applying,
check with the county office for details.

AG CENSUS

IMPORTANT! Census Forms will be mailed
out on December 28, 2007, to collect data for
the 2007 calendar year. Completed forms are
due by February 4, 2008. Producers can re-
turn their forms by mail or, for the first time,
have the option of filling out the Census online
via a secure website.

Conducted every year by USDA, the Census
is a complete count of the nation’s farms and
ranches and the people who operate them.
The Census looks at land use and ownership,
operator characteristics, production practices,
income and expenditures and other topics. It
provides the only source of uniform, compre-
hensive agricultural data for every county in
the nation.

For more information visit:
www.agcensus.usda.gov online.

ACREAGE SPOT CHECK DETERMI-
NATIONS AND NOTIFICATION

Each year the Farm Service Agency com-
pletes spot checks of acreage reports.
Acreage reports are the basis for delivery of
many farm programs. Acreage spot checks
are completed to ensure accurate acreage
reports are used for farm programs.

FSA will spot check acreages on a selected
number of farms in each state. Color imagery
flown in summer 2007 will be used to com-
plete all acreage determinations.

All acreage spot checks will be completed
using the FSA Geographic Information System
official acreages. After farms are spot
checked, a Notice of Determined Acreage will
be sent to the farm operator.

Producer notifications will be issued by FSA
as spot checks are completed. Questions
concerning deter-mined acres should be di-
rected to your local FSA office for clarification.

NRCS HAPPENINGS

You GUESSED IT!

Selected Interest Rates

October 2007

90-Day Treasury Bill 4.625%
Farm Operating - Direct 5.125%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.500%
Limited Resource 5.000%
Farm Ownership - Direct Down

Payment, Beginning Farmer or 4.000%
Rancher

Emergency 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility 4.375%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present | 5.250%
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Dates to Remember

Oct 26 |Nevada Day

Oct 31 |Deadline — purchase NAP for forage
Nov 2 |COC Ballots Mailed to Voters

Nov 12 |Office Closed — Veterans’ Day

Nov 23 [Thanksgiving — Office Closed

Dec 1 |Deadline — purchase NAP for grazing
Dec 3 |Last day to return COC Ballots

Dec 25 |Office Closed — Christmas Holiday

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence
Avenue, SW, Washinaton, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and emplover.




