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Haying, Grazing CRP Acres

Producers considering haying or grazing Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres need prior approval from the county committee. Before the committee can allow haying or grazing, there must be an approved haying and grazing plan. A 25 percent CRP payment reduction is assessed for all acres hayed or grazed.

The county committee cannot authorize haying and grazing on acreage hayed or grazed under managed or emergency provisions and during the primary nesting and brood rearing season.  In addition, some mid-contract management practices may limit the use of managed haying and grazing.

Additional information on haying and grazing of CRP acres is available from county office staff.

CRP Maintenance
CRP cover maintenance is the participant’s responsibility and participants shall maintain practices according to the conservation plan. The CRP annual payment includes the cost of maintenance for the CRP-1 contract period.

Participants shall ensure that adequate approved vegetative cover is maintained to control erosion and the acreage is in compliance with State noxious weed laws.

Minority Farm Register

The Minority Farm Register is a tool to promote equal access to farm programs and services for minority farmland owners, farmers, ranchers, tenants and other individuals with an agricultural interest. Participation is voluntary.   Participants may receive information or be personally contacted through 
USDA outreach efforts. Programs include direct and guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans, marketing loans, as well as conservation, housing and rural business and risk management.
Sodbuster Regulations

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are unauthorized tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such as rangeland or woodland to crop production after Dec. 23, 1985.
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into production.

In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates have to file an AD-1026 with the staff in the administrative or control county office before any farm program payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as wetland conservation, provisions will not be violated.

FSA offices will be conducting compliance spot-checks of CRP acreage throughout the summer.

DCP Compliance

Producers may plant any crop on base acres enrolled in DCP except fruits and vegetables (FAVs) or wild rice unless the farm or producer has a history of planting  FAVs. Failure to comply with FAV and wild rice provisions is a DCP contract violation.
Land subject to a DCP contract must be used for agricultural or related activity, and not for nonagricultural, commercial, or industrial use.

Land enrolled in CRP or GRP is not eligible to be enrolled in DCP.

All base acreage shall be protected from erosion. Weeds, including noxious weeds, shall be controlled.

Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
Are you a farmer or rancher who has substantially participated in the farming operation for at least three years but no more than 10 years? If so, you may qualify for beginning farmer targeted loan funds with the Farm Service Agency. 

The program is designed to assist these farmers by providing direct and guaranteed loans when they are unable to obtain financing from commercial credit sources. 

If you believe this program could be of benefit to you, please contact the county office for more information. FSA loan officials will be happy to arrange an appointment to meet with you and discuss your options.
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NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

7. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type o print Nomines's Full Namo)
S AORESS ST RGNS TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE
5. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE
(MM-DD-YYYY)
3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION 6A. COUNTY
1 hereby agree 1o have my name placed on the ballot, that I will serve if
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, Iwill resign such position. _
6B. LAANO.
[ 100 want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nomince.
7. STATE
1DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another
nominee.
4A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 4B. DATE (MM-DD-YYYY) DATE OF ELECTION IS 15t MONDAY OF DECEMBER
OF EACH GALENDAR YEAR

8. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

'VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal
Government in order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to
furnish this information, but are encouraged to do so. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to
discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY IRACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) (GENDEI

[ Hispanic or Latino [ America indien or Alaska Native [ Biack or African-American [ mate

[ Not Hisparnic or Latino [ asian [ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacii tslander | [__] Female
[ white

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM 1  Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:

A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.

B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.

C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEM4  The nominee must sign and date.
ITEM8  Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1.

NOTE: The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) and the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, as
amended. The authority for requesting the following information is 7 CFR Part 7. The information will be used to obtain nominees for County
FSA Committee.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not condict or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229.
The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.
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NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA)
COMMITTEE ELECTION

The County FSA Committee election will be held this year on the first Monday of December. Ballots will be mailed to
voters not less than 4 weeks before the election. Note: Name shown on ballot will appear exactly the same as in Agency records
This form allows individuals to nominate themselves or any other person as a candidate. If additional forms are needed,

this one may be copied or may be obtained at the County FSA Office or obtained electronically at
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov. Each form submitted must be:

A. Limited to one nominee.

B. Signed and dated by the nominee in Item 4. Nominee must sign if willing to have his/her name placed on the
ballot and agrees to serve if elected.

C. Delivered to the County FSA Office or postmarked no later than August 1.

The County FSA Committee is responsible for reviewing each form to determine the eligibility of nominees. A person
who files this form and is found incligible will be so notified and have an opportunity to file an appeal in accordance with
7 CFR Part 780.

Persons nominated should actively participate in the operation of a farm or ranch and be well qualified for committee

work. A producer is cligible to be a County FSA committee member if the producer resides in the Local Administrative

Area (LAA) in which the election is to be held and is eligible to vote.
Federal regulations may prohibit County FSA Committee members from holding certain positions in some farm,
commodity, and political organizations if such positions pose a conflict of interest with FSA duties. The positions include
functional offices such as president, vice president, secretary, or treasurer; and positions on boards or executive
committees. Conflict of interest restrictions also apply to employees, operators, managers, and majority owners of
tobacco warehouses. Questions concerning eligibility should be directed to the County FSA Office.
A candidate has the option to request that all voted ballots for an individual county committee election be returned to the

respective State Office in lieu of being returned to the county office. This request must be in writing and submitted to the
local County Executive Director prior to the announced end of the nomination period.

The duties of County FSA Committee members include:
A. Administering farm program activities conducted by the County FSA Office.
B. Informing farmers of the purpose and provisions of the FSA programs.
C. Keeping the ST. FSA Committee informed of LAA conditions.
D. Monitoring changes in farm programs.
E. Participating in county meetings as necessary.
F. Performing other dutics as assigned by the ST. FSA Committee -

The U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age disability, and where applicable sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic

information political beliefs, reprisal or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance
program. Persons with disabilities who require altemative means for communication of program information should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at 202 720-2600. To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence, AVE. S.W. Washington D.C. 20250-9410. (Voice) 800-795-3272 (TDD) 202-720-6382.
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COC Candidates Sought


It will soon be County Office Committee (COC) election time and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) is actively looking for producers to be candidates for the local FSA county committee. 


Your county committee members perform an important function. They represent you and your agricultural interests. They help shape how national federal farm programs are implemented on the ground in local communities.


Who do you know that would make a good county committee member? Who do you know that would be able to represent you and your farming interests, as well as your neighbor’s interests?  Why not talk to that person and ask if he or she would be willing to serve on the county committee?


If he or she says yes, then fill out a nomination form (FSA-669), have the person sign it and then return it to the county office.  Or, you can also nominate yourself.  Serving on the committee will take, on average, one day a month, and you will be providing your agricultural community a vital service.


Visit with the Farm Service Agency county office staff for more information about this year’s county committee election.  The Northern County will be electing COC members for Local Administrative Areas (LAA) 1 and 2.  The Southern County will be electing COC members for LAAs 4 and 5.


Nomination forms must be postmarked or received by August 1, 2007.























FSA Farm Loans





The Farm Service Agency makes both direct and guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans to family-size farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit System institution or other lender. FSA loans can be used to purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed and supplies. The loans can also be used to construct buildings or make farm improvements.


If you're having trouble getting commercial credit, check with the FSA county office staff about loan eligibility, as well as maximum loan amounts, rates, term and use of proceeds. 


Foreign Landowner Notification


The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.


Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. 


County government offices, real estate agents, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.
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