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KENTUCKY NEW

County Committee Voting Begins

Ballots for this year’s county committee election were mailed to eligible voters
on Nov. 5, 2012. Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the Farm
Service Agency county office by the close of business on Dec. 3, 2012. If mailed,
ballots must be postmarked by midnight Dec. 3, 2012.

Voter Requirements - Persons meeting requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, are
eligible to vote:

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as any of the fol-
lowing:

An individual

The authorized representative of an entity

Both spouses when property is owned jointly

Spouses in community property states.

2. Is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations
on an entire farm.

3. Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is provided by law.

Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be denied the right to vote because
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation or marital or family status.

2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program Applications

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will continue to accept SURE applications for
2011 crop losses through June 7, 2013. The SURE Program provides payments
to producers when crop revenues are less than the crop guarantee. The SURE
Program payment is equal to 60 percent of the difference between the crop guar-
antee and revenue.

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Program, all crops on
all farms for a producer are included in the calculation. Payments under the
SURE Program are limited to $100,000.

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must have crop insur-
ance on all insurable crops. For crops that are not covered by crop insurance
such as pumpkins and cucumbers, producers must have purchased Non Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at FSA. The Crop Insurance
and NAP purchase requirement can be waived for crops that are not economically
significant to the farming operation. In addition, to be eligible the producer must
have at least one crop with a 10 percent production loss. Also, producers out-
si9de a declared disaster county, but with production losses greater than or equal
to 50 percent of the normal production o the farm (expected revenue for all crops
on the farm), also qualify for SURE.

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE program or other Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs, contact your local FSA office or visit the Farm Service
Agency website at www.fsa.usda.gov.
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NAP Coverage Deadlines

Noninsured Crop Disaster applications are due at
different times according to the crop being insured.
Producers should apply for Noninsured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) coverage using form
CCC-471 (Application for Coverage). Related ser-
vice fees are due when the application is filed. The
application and service fee MUST be filed by the
crop sales closing date. Contact your local FSA of-
fice for the filing dates for your crops.

FSA Acreage Reporting has New Deadline
All producers are reminded that the acreage re-
porting date for fall seeded crops has changed, be-
ginning with the crop planted for 2013 harvest. The
new deadlines are:
December 15, 2012 - Fall Barley, Fall
Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small
Grains
January 15, 2013 — Peaches

Producers must file their reports accurately and
timely for all crops and land uses, including pre-
vented and failed acreage, to ensure they receive
the maximum FSA program benefits possible.

Producers should visit their county FSA office to
complete acreage reporting. For questions on this or
any FSA program, including specific crop reporting
deadlines and planting dates, producers should con-
tact their county FSA office or online at: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/.

FSA Signature Policy
Using the correct signature when doing business

with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in pro-

gram benefits. The following are FSA signature
guidelines:

e Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each
other for FSA and CCC programs in which either
has an interest, unless written notification deny-
ing a spouse this authority has been provided to
the county office.

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other
as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations, or other similar entities.

For additional clarification on proper signatures
contact your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available
for producers who share in the risk of producing the
crop. To be eligible, a producer must maintain contin-
ual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through
the earlier of the date the loan is repaid or CCC takes
title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan
— even if the producer regains beneficial interest.

Commodity loan eligibility also requires compli-
ance with conservation and wetland protection re-
quirements; beneficial interest requirements, acreage
reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets
Commodity Credit Corporation minimum grade and
quality standards. The quality of the commodity in
farm storage must be maintained throughout the term
of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct
and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be
eligible for commodity loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan
may result in liquidated damages, calling the loan and
denial of future farm-stored loans.

Selling Land

If you plan on selling farmland, you should be
aware of several consequences associated with FSA
programs. For example, if you're planning to sell land
that’s enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program,
the buyer must agree to continue the enrollment. If
the buyer doesn’'t want to continue the CRP contract,
you might have to refund all of the payments you’ve
received to date.

Reviewing program implications with your local
Farm Service Agency staff before completing a sale
of farmland is always a prudent precaution.

Increased Guaranteed Loan Limit

The Farm Service Agency has announced that
the loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program has
increased to $1,302,000. The limit is adjusted annu-
ally based on data compiled by the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service.

The lending limit increases every year according
to an inflation index. The maximum combined guar-
anteed and direct farm loan indebtedness has in-
creased to $1,602,000.

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee
charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and
operating loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed por-
tion of the loan.

Producers should contact their FSA County Of-
fices with questions about farm loans.
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Changing Banks

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using direct deposit. To keep the system
running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in your finan-
cial institutions.

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, con-
tact the FSA county office so we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted service.

Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period

USDA has announced that Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by the
USDA in past decades can file claims between Sept. 24, 2012 and March 25, 2013.

The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each Hispanic or female farmer and rancher who
can prove that USDA denied their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discriminatory reasons
for certain time periods between 1981 and 2000.

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will make available at least $1.33 billion for
cash awards and tax relief payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers. There are no filing fees to participate in the program.

The Department will continue reaching out to potential Hispanic and female claimants, around the country
to get the word out to individuals who may be eligible for this program so they have the opportunity to partici-
pate.

Call center representatives can be reached at 1-888-508-4429. Claimants must register for a claims pack-
age (by calling the number or visiting the website) and the claims package will be mailed to claimants. All
those interested in learning more or receiving information about the claims process and claims packages are
encouraged to attend meetings in your communities about the claims process and contact the website or
claims telephone number.

Website: www.farmerclaims.gov

Phone: 1-888-508-4429

Claims Period: Sept. 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.

Independent legal services companies will administer the claims process and adjudicate the claims. Al-
though there are no filing fees to participate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims process,
persons seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal services provider.

November 2012 Interest Rates

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%

Farm Operating Loans - Direct |1.125%

Farm Ownership Loans - Di- 3.125%

rect
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans - 1.500%

Direct FO Down Payment

Emergency Loans 2.125%

Farm Storage Facility Loans
7 Year 1.125%

10 Year 1.750%

12 Year (2.000%

Commodity Loans 1.125%

Tobacco Transition Payment 5.000 %
Program (Maximum Discount
Rate)
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