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KENTUCKY NEWS 

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadline 
 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for the 
dairy Margin Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been extended until 
Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, pro-
vides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the differ-
ence between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level 
selected by the farmer. 
  
Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/
mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The se-
cure website can be accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet. 
  
Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election for 
2016 and pay the $100 administration fee. Although any unpaid premium balanc-
es for 2015 must be paid in full by the enrollment deadline to remain eligible for 
higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 
2016. Also, producers can work with milk marketing companies to remit premiums 
on their behalf.  
  
To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA coun-
ty office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
  
Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to a 
sequester order required by Congress and issued pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction 
be necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the required amount. 
 
USDA Commits $2.5 Million to Expand New Farmer Education 

 
Training Will also Help Returning Service Members, Underserved, and Urban Producers 

 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA has announced that $2.5 million in grants 
is now available for projects to educate new and underserved farmers about more 
than 20 Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs that can provide financial, disaster 
or technical assistance to the agricultural community.  
  
The grants will be awarded to nonprofits and public higher education institutions 
that develop proposals to improve farmer education on topics such as financial 
training, value-added production, recordkeeping, property inheritance, and crop 
production practices. 
  
USDA will conduct four evaluation periods to review applications, with the dead-
lines of Nov. 20, 2015, Jan. 22, 2015, Mar. 18, 2016, and May 27, 2016. Awards 
between $20,000 and $100,000 per applicant will be available. To learn more 
about the funding solicitation and the related Farm Service Agency programs, de-
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tails can be found at www.grants.gov with the refer-
ence number USDA-FSA-CA-2015-001.  For non-
profits and public institutions of higher education that 
are considering participation, an online informational 
session will be conducted on Sept. 28, 2015.  Addi-
tional information is posted on the Web at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach 
 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay 
and Grazing Acres Locator Tool 
 
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is 
the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers 
to list information concerning the need for hay and 
grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing 
acres.  
 
If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are 
in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support live-
stock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement 
seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who 
have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock 
producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as 
well. 
 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net 

website: 

 There is a one-time registration process that 
should be completed by all users who want to 
post an ad online.  

 Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT 
NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  

 Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically 
removed after a period of 13 months.  

 Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by 
keeping ads current and up to date and remove 
ads you no longer need or want advertised on 
Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements 
on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public 
service. The sole purpose of this online resource is 
to provide a site for the exchange of information. 
FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user 
of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining 
the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  
 
For more information about Hay Net and other FSA 
services and programs, please contact your local 
FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact 
information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.  
 
 

  

 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)  
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides as-
sistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into 
the wild by the federal government or protected by 
federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and 
contract growers for livestock death losses in excess 
of normal mortality due to adverse weather, includ-
ing losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wild-
fires, extreme heat or extreme cold.  
 
For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 
1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A notice of 
loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when 
the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must 
provide the following supporting documentation to 
their local FSA office no later than 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year for which benefits 
are requested: 
 
 Proof of death documentation 
 Copy of growers contracts  
 Proof of normal mortality documentation 
 
USDA has established normal mortality rates for 
each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. 
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle 
(less than 400 pounds) = 4.5%. These established 
percentages reflect losses that are considered ex-
pected or typical under “normal” conditions. Produc-
ers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both 
of the following: 
 
 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of 

when the loss was apparent or by January 30, 
2016 

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016. 
 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your 
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey-
bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) pro-
vides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, 
honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather or other 
conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not cov-
ered by other agricultural disaster assistance pro-
grams.  
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Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not 
covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechani-
cally harvested feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, additional cost of transporting water 
because of an eligible drought and additional cost 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle 
tick fever.  
  
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased 
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost 
of additional feed purchased above normal quanti-
ties due to an eligible adverse weather condition, 
colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to 
an eligible weather event or loss condition, including 
CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weath-
er. 
 
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses 
in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of pur-
chased feed due to an eligible adverse weather 
event. 
 
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or 
farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2014 to Sep-
tember 30, 2015 must file: 
  

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of 
when the loss is apparent or by November 1, 
2015 

 An application for payment by November 1, 2015 
 
The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 
million per federal fiscal year.  
 
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are avail-
able online: 
 
 ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
 ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
 ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 
 
To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, 
visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 
 
 
Reporting Organic Crops 
 
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP appli-
cation must report their crops as organic.  
 
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acre-
age must be included in the organic acreage. 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, 
organic certificate or documentation from a certifying 
agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Docu-
mentation must include: 
 
 name of certified individuals 
 address 
 telephone number 
 effective date of certification 
 certificate number 
 list of commodities certified 
 name and address of certifying agent 
 a map showing the specific location of each field 

of certified organic, including the buffer zone 
acreage 

 
Certification exemptions are available for producers 
whose annual gross agricultural income from organic 
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers 
are not required to provide a written certificate, they 
are still required to provide a map showing the spe-
cific location of each field of certified organic, transi-
tional and buffer zone acreage. 
 
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact 
your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
 
2015 CRP Annual Rental Payment Processing 

Reminder 

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
Field Offices are currently completing 2015 small 
grain yield surveys and will contact growers in De-
cember to complete row crop yield surveys.  If you 
are one of the producers contacted to complete a 
2015 yield survey, we encourage your participation 
and cooperation as many USDA agencies including 
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Manage-
ment Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for 
their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, 
conservation, disaster programs, loan and commodi-
ty programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses 
the NASS county yield data to calculate Agriculture 
Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark rev-
enues and current year county revenues. For exam-
ple, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the 
crop’s marketing year average price (MYA), are used 
to determine the county’s current year revenue to 
determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO pay-
ment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county 
when the current year revenue falls below the guar-
antee revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases 
where NASS county yield data is not available, the 
FSA State Committee must determine a county yield 
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using RMA yield data or the best available yield da-
ta, including assigning a county yield using neigh-
boring county yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is 
kept confidential and protected by federal law. NASS 
publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that 
no individual operation or producer can be identi-
fied. All reports will be available at 
www.nass.usda.gov.   

Dairy Indemnity Payment Program 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the 
Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP) through 
September 30, 2018. DIPP provides payments to 
dairy producers and manufacturers of dairy products 
when they are directed to remove their raw milk or 
products from the market because of contamination. 
 
 
Youth Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and pro-
vide the youth with practical business and educa-
tional experience. The maximum loan amount is 
$5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility require-

ments 
 Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a 

supervised program of work as outlined above 
 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing 

and operating the project under guidance and 
assistance from a project advisor. The project 
supervisor must recommend the youth loan ap-
plicant, along with providing adequate supervi-
sion. 

 
Stop by the county office for help preparing and pro-
cessing the application forms. 
 
 
 
 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to as-
sist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture pro-
duction. Loans are available for operating type loans 
and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved appli-
cants.   
 
A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, eth-
nic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity 
as members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.   
 
For purposes of this program, targeted underserved 
groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders. 
 
FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet 
all the eligibility requirements and are unable to ob-
tain the needed credit elsewhere. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a com-
plaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Custom-
er Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users).  
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