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Source Water
Protection Program

Overview

The Source Water Protection
Program, a joint project by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
(USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) and the nonprofit National
Rural Water Association
(NRWA), is designed to help
prevent source water pollution in
38 states through voluntary
practices installed by producers at
the local level.

The program is authorized by
amendments to Sec. 12400 of the
1985 Farm Bill that were
included in Sec. 2502 of the 2002
Farm Bill. Source water is surface
and ground water that is
consumed by rural residents.
According to the NRWA, ground
water is the primary source of
drinking water for some 44,000
communities in the United States.

How the Program Works

NRWA is implementing the
Source Water Protection Program,
with oversight and assistance by
FSA. Through the program,
NRWA is hiring, for every
participating state, full-time rural
source water technicians who
possess knowledge and experience
in rural issues. The technicians will
work with FSA state executive
directors, FSA county executive
directors and state conservation

 The United States Department of
Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits
discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race,
color,  national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic  information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or

specialists with USDA's Natural

Resources Conservation Service to

create operating plans that identify

priority areas where local pollution
prevention efforts are needed most
in their respective states. Working
with state rural water associations,
technicians will also facilitate the
creation of local teams comprised
of citizens  with  diverse
backgrounds from federal, state,
local and private entities. These
teams will collaborate in the
development of Rural Source

Water Protection plans that

promote clean ground water. The

technicians will assist the teams in

gathering local data and facilitate a

planning workshop. The purpose

of the workshop will be to create a

plan that will include, but will not

be limited to, developing the
following:

e A map outlining the affected
area;

e An inventory of potential
contaminant sources;

e A definition of areas that
match up with entities and
organizations;

e A (definition of voluntary
measures that may be initiated;

¢ Identification  of  public
education initiatives; and

o Identification of .entities and
resources that will facilitate
implementation of the plan and
its sustainability.

Rural Source Water Protection

plans will outline voluntary

measures that farmers and ranchers
can install on their lands to prevent

because all or pat of an
individual's income is derived from
any public assistance program,

{Not all prohibited bases apply to

all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of
program information (Braille, large

prints, audiotape, efc.) should

contact USDA's TARGET Center

at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). .

source water pollution. Voluntary
measures may range from
producers  storing  herbicides,
pesticides or other substances in
more secure  containers  to
relocating waste lagoons. By
working at the grassroots level,
local team members will inform
and educate producers about
source water protection measures
that benefit their neighbors and
communities. Additionally, the
plans will establish steering
committees to evaluate voluntary
practices implemented by local
producers. FSA will monitor the
overall performance of the
program.

Participating States

The program is being implemented
in the following states: Alaska,
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Montana, Nevada, =~ New
Hampshire, New Mexico, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina,
Texas, Utah, Vermont,
Washington and Wisconsin. The
38 states participating in the
Source Water Protection Program
were chosen based on objective
technical criteria relating to water
quality and population.

o e R GO
discrimination, write  USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights,.

1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-

720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an

Bnm_onvo:c:@.u«osaﬁm:a»
employer. . ... ...

Certification Maps
and Forms

Please call the office for your farm
maps and for help with your crop
certification. It is important for
future USDA programs that
vegetables and other land uses are
annually certified.

Maintaining CRP Cover

CRP cover maintenance is the
participant’s  responsibility and
must be done according to the
conservation plan. All CRP
maintenance  activity, such as
mowing, burning and spraying,
must be conducted outside the
primary nesting season for wildlife
and in accordance with the
‘conservation plan.

May 15 thru June 25 is the primary
nesting season.

Outreach Program

The Farm Service Agency makes
direct and guaranteed loans to
socially disadvantaged applicants,
enabling them to buy and operate
family-size farms and ranches.
Funds are reserved each year
specifically for these loans, but
regular loan funds can also be
used.

Direct loans may be made to
qualified applicants by FSA for
both farm operating and farm
ownership purposes. Guaranteed
farm loans also may be made for
ownership or operating purposes,
and may be made by any lending
institution subject to Federal or
state supervision (banks, savings
and loans, and units of the Farm
Credit System) and guaranteed by
FSA. Some state governments also
operate farm loan programs that
are eligible for FSA guarantees.

FSA typically guarantees 90 or 95
percent of a loan against any loss
that might be incurred if the loan
fails.

Persons who are primarily and
directly engaged in farming and
ranching on family-size operations
may apply. A family-size farm is
one that a family can operate and
manage itself.

Socially  disadvantaged loan
applicants do not receive automatic
approval. In addition to being
members of a socially
disadvantaged group, " individual
applicants under this program must

meet all requirements for FSA’s
regular farm loan program
assistance, including:

Have a satisfactory history of
meeting credit obligations.
Have sufficient education;
training, or at least one-year’s
experience in managing or
operating a farm or ranch
within the last five years for a
direct operating loan, or, for a
direct farm ownership loan,
have participated in the
business operation of a farm or
ranch for three years;

Be a citizen of the United
States (or a legal resident
alien), including Puerto Rico,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and certain
former Pacific. Island Trust
Territories;

Be unable to obtain credit
elsewhere at reasonable rates
and terms to meet actual
needs; and

Possess legal capacity to incur
loan obligations.

A socially disadvantaged person is
one of a group whose members
have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because
of his or her identity as members

of the group without regard to his
or her individual qualities. For

purposes of this program, socially

disadvantaged groups are women,
African Americans, American
Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders.

Contact the FSA County Office
Farm Loan Program staff for more
details about this program, and
other financial options.

Dates to Remember

May 25,2007 Final planting date
for Barley, Wheat and Oats.

May 28, 2007 Offices closed in
observance of Memorial Day

June 16,2007 Last day for
Emergency Loan Applications
under Presidential Major Disaster
Declaration M1663.

August 8, 2007 Last day for
Emergency Loan Applications
under Presidential Major Disaster
Declaration M1669.

Ongoing: DCP sign-up, Farm
Loan Applications accepted,
Continuous CRP signup

90-Day Treasury Bill 5.125%
Farm Operating Loans —

Direct 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans — | 5.250%
Direct

Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans —

Direct Down Payment,

Beginning Farmer or 4.000%
Rancher

Emmergency Loans A

Farm Storage Facility Loans | 4.625%
Sugar Storage Facility

Loans 4.875%
Commodity Loans 1996~

Present 5.875%




	
	
	


