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About USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
 

Local FSA service center offices across Montana administer 
farm program and loan programs authorized by Congress by 
permanent law and under the Agricultural Act of 2014, known 
as the 2014 Farm Bill. Each administrative FSA office has a 
County Committee, comprised of farmers and ranchers who 
help deliver FSA programs. 
 
The state office is headquartered in Bozeman, Montana, and 
the national office in Washington, DC. 



FSA Service Center Offices 



FSA Disaster Programs: 
 

 CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 

Emergency Loan Program (EM) 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 

 

Two ways for eligibility: 
 
• County is suffering from a 40% or greater loss in 

normal hay and pasture production for the 4 most 
recent months. 

• County reaches “D2” on the drought monitor 
 

Emergency Haying and Grazing of CRP acres must begin 
after the end of the primary nesting season which is July 
15th.  Emergency haying and grazing can begin July 16th. 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 

 

Eligibility based on Precipitation 
 
• County FSA office must submit evidence to the FSA State 

Office that the county is suffering from a 40% or greater loss in 
normal hay and pasture production. 

• Precipitation loss must have occurred for the 4 most recent 
months, plus the days in the current month before the date of 
request 

• Local FSA County office must get approval to implement 
emergency haying and grazing of CRP based on precipitation 
from the National FSA office 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 

 

Eligibility based on the drought monitor 
 
• FSA State Committee may authorize emergency haying 

and grazing based on the drought monitor. 
• When county reaches “D2” on the drought monitor, FSA 

county office may submit a request to implement 
emergency haying and grazing of CRP to the FSA State 
Office. 

• If the county has a value of “D2”, “D3”, or “D4” on the 
drought monitor, the county is eligible to request authority 
to implement emergency haying and grazing of CRP. 



CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
 
 

 

Eligible Montana Counties 
The following counties are approved for Emergency Haying 
and Grazing of CRP for 2015 based on the drought monitor: 
• Cascade 
• Glacier 
• Lake 
• Lewis & Clark 
• Liberty 
• Pondera 
• Teton 
• Toole 

 
• Daniels County is approved based on loss of precipitation 

eligibility criteria 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 

 

ELAP Purpose: 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish that have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, 
including losses due to blizzards and wildfires (on privately 
owned land) as determined by the Secretary.  

 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 

 

Eligible Livestock Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 

• Grazing losses during the normal grazing period (not 
drought) 
 

• Purchased and mechanically harvested forage and feed 
stuffs damaged or destroyed 
 

• Additional cost of purchasing livestock feed above normal 
quantities 
 

 

 

 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 

 

Eligible Livestock Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 

• Cost for transporting livestock feed to livestock if 
purchased or mechanically harvested forage is damaged 
or destroyed or additional feed purchased above normal 
 

• Additional cost of transporting water to eligible livestock 
(started in 2014 instead of ECP water hauling) 
 

• Physical loss of livestock in excess of normal mortality (no 
approved losses for Montana at this time) 
 

 

 

 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 

 

Eligible Honeybee Losses Due to Eligible Adverse 
Weather or Loss Conditions May Include: 

 
• Purchased or harvested feed losses 

 
• Physical losses to colonies 

 
• Physical losses to hives  
 
 

 

 



Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 
 

 

ELAP Deadlines: 

• 2015 – The earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent or November 1, after the program year in which 
the loss occurred. 

 

Note: producers must file a Notice of Loss and an 
Application for Payment by the deadlines listed above. 

 

 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 

 ECP Purpose 
The purpose of ECP for drought is to provide cost-share 
assistance to eligible agriculture producers during periods of 
severe drought to: 
 
• Supply emergency water for livestock, including confined 

livestock and poultry 
• Supply emergency water for existing irrigation systems 

serving orchards and vineyards 
• In addition to drought, ECP is used to provide cost-share 

assistance for other natural disasters.  Fire, flood, 
tornados, hurricanes 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 

 ECP Eligibility Based on Precipitation Levels 
• FSA County office must provide evidence that the county 

precipitation levels are at an average of 40% or greater 
loss of normal precipitation 

• Precipitation loss must have occurred for the 4 most recent 
months, plus the days in the current month before the date 
of request 

• National FSA office provides authority to FSA County office 
to implement ECP based on precipitation loss 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 

 ECP Eligibility Based on Drought Monitor 
 
• If county reaches “D3” on the drought monitor, FSA county 

office may request authority to implement ECP 
 

• FSA State Committee has authority to approve ECP 
requests based upon the drought monitor 

 



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
 

 2015 Montana Counties Approved 
 
• Powder River County is approved for both fire and flood for 

2015 
 

• No additional counties are approved for ECP drought to 
provide cost-share assistance for livestock watering 
facilities. 
 

• No additional counties are approved for ECP fire  

 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 

 EM Purpose 
 

• Emergency Loans assist farmers and ranchers who have 
suffered physical or production losses in areas declared by 
the President as disaster areas or designated by the 
Secretary of Agriculture as disaster area or quarantine 
areas (for physical losses only, the FSA Administrator may 
authorize Emergency Loan assistance). 
 

• Emergency Loans are only available as direct loans from 
FSA. 
 
 

• The maximum indebtedness under the Emergency Loan 
program is $500,000. 

 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 

 Uses 
 

Emergency loan funds may be used to:  
 
• Restore or replace essential property;  
• Pay all or part of production costs associated with the 

disaster year;  
• Pay essential family living expenses;  
• Reorganize the farming operation and; 
• Refinance certain debts.  

 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 

 Eligible Disaster Designated Montana Counties: 

2015 Primary Disaster Counties: Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, 
Flathead, Glacier, Granite, Lake, Lewis and Clark, Lincoln, 
Mineral, Missoula, Pondera, Powell, Ravalli, Sanders, Silver 
Bow 

2015 Contiguous Disaster Counties: Broadwater, Cascade, 
Chouteau, Fallon, Gallatin, Jefferson, Liberty, Madison, 
Meagher, Richland, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Toole, Teton and 
Wibaux 



Emergency Loans (EMs) 
 

 Eligible Disaster Designated Montana Counties: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Designations 
have various 
incidence 
periods and 
disaster types. 

• Producers 
have up to 
eight months 
from the date 
of the 
designation to 
apply for an 
EM with FSA. 

 



Natural Disaster Designations 
 

 The Emergency Loan program is the only FSA program 
triggered by a Presidential or Secretarial Natural Disaster 
Designation. All other FSA disaster programs have other 
eligibility requirements. 
  

Disaster Set-Aside: 

Secretarial Disaster Designations in a county also allow an existing 
FSA farm loan borrowers in the designated county to set-aside one 
annual loan payment to the end of the loan in order to continue 
operating. Producers apply for this option through the Farm Loan 
office servicing their loan. 
 
Tax Deferral Option: Producers in disaster counties can also 
exercise the IRS tax deferral option. Consult your accountant about 
this IRS option.  



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 

 

LFP Purpose: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LFP Provides Compensation to eligible livestock producers 
for covered livestock due to: 
 

• Qualifying Drought 
Determined by the US Drought Monitor 
 

• Fire on Federal Land 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 

 

Levels of Qualifying Drought: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

D2 (severe drought) for 8 consecutive weeks in any area of the county  
• 1 monthly payment 
D3 (extreme drought) at any time in any area of the county 
• 3 monthly payments 
D3 (extreme drought) for any 4 weeks during the grazing period in any 
area of the county 
• 4 monthly payments 
D4 (extreme drought) at any time during the grazing period in any area of 
the county 
• 4 monthly payments 
D4 (extreme drought) for any 4 weeks during the grazing period in any 
area of the county 
• 5 monthly payments 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 

 

MT Counties Current Eligible for 2015 LFP (as of Aug. 14): 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaverhead 
Deer Lodge 
Flathead 
Glacier 
Granite 
Lake 
Lewis and Clark 
Lincoln 

 

Mineral 
Missoula 
Pondera 
Powell 
Ravalli 
Sanders 
Silver Bow 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 

 

Qualifying Fire Losses 
 
Must occur on rangeland managed by a Federal Agency 
 
Eligible producers must have been prohibited from grazing 
their normal permitted livestock during the grazing period 
due to the fire 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 
 

 

Deadline 
 
• February 1, 2016 for all 2015 losses 
 
Must have a completed application, including a supporting 
documentation on file by this date. 
 
Supporting documentation includes land leases (if 
applicable), verification of livestock inventory and payment 
eligibility forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 
 

 

LIP Purpose 

 
LIP provides benefits to livestock producers for livestock deaths 
in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather. LIP 
also covers attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government or protected by federal law, including 
wolves and avian predators.  

 
 
 
 
 



Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 
 

 

Deadlines 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 

 

Purpose 
NAP provides financial assistance for  noninsurable crop losses 
due to drought, flood, hurricane, or other natural disasters that 
result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevented planting of a 
crop. Landowners, tenants, or sharecroppers who share in the 
risk of producing an eligible crop are eligible. 

 
 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 

 

Eligible Crops 
Eligible crops are those where crop insurance is unavailable. 
Also eligible for NAP coverage are controlled-environment 
crops (mushroom and floriculture), specialty crops (honey and 
maple sap), and value loss crops (aquaculture, Christmas 
trees, ginseng, ornamental nursery, and turfgrass sod).  



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 

 

2014 Farm Bill Improvements 

• NAP was expanded from basic catastrophic coverage to 
include buy-up coverage levels. Producers may elect 
additional coverage levels ranging from 50 to 65 percent of 
production, in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the 
average market price. 

• Producers who elect additional coverage must pay a 
premium in addition to the service fee.  Crops intended for 
grazing are not eligible for additional coverage. 

• Beginning, limited resource, and underserved farmers are 
eligible for a  waiver of the service fee and a 50 percent 
premium reduction.    

 



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) 
 
 
 

 

2016 Crop Year Sales Closing Dates/Deadlines  
 

• Sept. 1, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for  
Value-Loss Crops 

• Sept. 30, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for  
Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and Grazing, 
Mixed Forage Crops, Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat and Garlic 

• Dec. 1, 2015: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for Honey 
Producers 

• March 15, 2016: 2016 NAP Application Closing Date for All 
Other Crops 



Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
 
 
 

 

TAP Purpose 
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible 
trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.  

 
TAP Deadline 
The final date to submit an application and supporting 
documentation is the later of 90 calendar days of the 
disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. 



Visit Farm Service Agency Online 
  
• http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-

program/index - DISASTER WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill - FARM BILL WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov - NATIONAL WEBSITE 
 

• www.fsa.usda.gov/mt - MONTANA WEBSITE 

 
 
 
 

For assistance with FSA programs, 
contact your local FSA service center office. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt


Get Connected to Montana FSA eNews  
 
Montana agricultural producers who have not signed up in GovDelivery 
eNews for electronic FSA eNews updates are encouraged to do so. To 
subscribe, contact your local FSA office and let them know that you want to 
receive eNews via GovDelivery or signup on your own at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe and select the following Montana FSA 
subscriptions: 
 
Updates by State and County: 
Montana State Office Newsletter and Updates 
Your County(ies) Office Newsletter and Updates 
 
News and Events: 
MT - Press Releases 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
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